
From the desk of the Grand Knight:
Brothers,

"Thank you" to all of our brother knights for helping make the parish 
picnic a success this year.  We counted 23 knights that either help with 
set up, break down, cooking, or all three.  We even had the help of a 
fellow parishioner who will be joining our council.  Several of our knights 
who normally participate were side lined with medical issues and could 
not participate.  We wish them a speedy recovery.

                          Some of the crew at “That's a wrap!” time.
(more photos of the Parish Picnic inside. -ed)

It was good to see some returning faces and new faces at our meeting 
last week.  Welcome to all, especially Brothers Dick Poulin, Roland 
Theberge, Wil Bamford, and Dick Robichaud.  

I know our members have busy lives, suffer sickness, and our families 
come first, but if you can see clear to attend one meeting per quarter or 
one event per quarter that would make the work load on the remaining 
council members that much lighter.  Please give it some thought.  Also, 
if you know of a friend who might be a candidate for joining our council, 
please contact our admissions representative Brother Bill Richards.

We in the council hope everyone had a great summer and are looking 
forward to our fall season.

Vivat Jesus!
Don Simmons
Grand Knight
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Council Meeting Notes from Sep 12 
UNOFFICIAL  (from the editor's unreadable notepad. -ed)

“Bang!” Grand Knight Don Simmons started the meeting with the our usual 
pomp and ceremony.

CHAPLAIN'S MESSAGE: 
This month, Fr. John gave a talk on Politics and the Church.  How can a 
practicing Catholic make an informed, moral choice in the voting booth?  
While the Church can't tell us who to vote for, it can tell us the guiding moral 
principles that can form our conscience.  (Religious Liberty, Respect Life, 
Rights and Responsibilities, Option for the Poor, etc.)  The NH Diocese has 
prepared several guides, one explains the Church's position on “Conscience 
and Your Vote.”  (I encourage you to read this.  This was included in the 
Parish bulletin of Sep 8-9.  -ed)

Bills and Communications: 
More “Thank you's” were received from recipients of our scholarship program.  
Dana Farber sent a kind note for our gift to them.

Activity Report Forms:
Ron Bourque collects activity reports from the chairmen of all events during 
the year.  Make his job easier... Send in your reports to him!  (Picnic? Alan?  
Blood Drive, Ken? -ed)  The form is available on line at KofC State Council 
Service Program Report.

COMMITTEE REPORTS:
Money Reports:
Bob Fournier, Treasurer, and Charlie Walsh, Financial Secretary, gave their 
reports.  For the seven months of 2012, we are ahead of our budget, mainly 
thanks to the success of the renewed Bingo program.

Bingo Report:  Paul Simard
For Friday nights, we had a very good net profit for the month; and on 
Wednesday, a decent net profit.  The Bingo effort is well ahead of its budget 
that was guessed at for this year.  Let's hope the revenue continues.

Texas Hold-em:  Larry Belair
We are still a bit ahead of budget, which is good.  There are three event dates 
left in this year.  As mentioned in the past, the future of gaming in general in 
New Hampshire and the timetable for new casinos in Massachusetts can 
seriously affect the continued income we get from Texan Hold-em.  For now, 
we will monitor events.  New members and spouses and friends are always 
welcome to join the team; there is a simple process and form to fill out to 
become “authorized” to work at the track.  See Larry.

Membership:  Bill Richards
We have three candidates making their 1st degree.  The Degrees will be held 
on Monday, Sep 17, in Hudson; depart the council hall “around” six PM-ish.  
Two more brothers will make their 1st degree on Saturday morning, Sep 29 in 
Derry; depart the council hall sometime near or around or about nine AM-ish.
Please show your support for our new brothers; attend the degree!

At the parish picnic, we had 4 men take form 100s; and 2 of them have 
been received and the candidates will be interviewed.

TIDBITS
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1st Degree Exemplifications
Monday, Sept 17

Leave council hall at 6:00PM.

Saturday, Sept 29.
Leave council hall at 9:00AM.

Enrico Casaletto
New 2nd Degree Member

(see details later in this issue.)

Roll Call of Officers

Night of Prayer
UNH Whittimore Center

Saturday, Sept 22nd

5:00PM
 See article below 

Raffle Ticket Returns
Sept 30

Send all ticket stubs to Joe Stafford 
by Sept 30, to insure timely delivery 

for the drawing at the NH State 
Charity Ball

http://www.catholicnh.org/public-issues/catholic-citizenship/cyv/
http://www.catholicnh.org/public-issues/catholic-citizenship/cyv/
http://www.kofc.org/un/en/forms/council/state_serviceaward_p.pdf
http://www.kofc.org/un/en/forms/council/state_serviceaward_p.pdf


Blood Drive – Ken is looking for help!:  - Ken Akerley
Paraphrasing Ken – ed.:  I'm not getting any younger.  I am looking for 
someone to help transition running the blood drive.  Our drive is really a social 
event, with many folks coming to give blood, but then staying a while to chat 
with friends and eat a good meal.  They enjoy themselves.  And the Red 
Cross workers have told me they like our location the best.  I have a great 
group of brothers and their wives who make it all happen.  I just think it time, 
after 10 or so years, that someone else lead the effort.  So please, think it 
over.  I'm not going anywhere, and I definitely will be around for the next three 
or four events to make a transition as easy and painless as possible.
(More on the Sep 13 blood drive later in the newsletter. -ed)

NEW and OLD Business:  
Approved (after some lively debate on the first article):

• $5,000 for the new floor for the Salem Boys and Girls Club.
• $250 for “Building Dreams for Marines” (re-fits homes for Marines)
• $200 for Eagle Scout project to build SARL shelter.
• $200 for Childhood Cancer Lifeline for NH families.
• Up to $100 for one preferred parking sign for the Knight of the Year.

A Knight's Check:  Larry Belair
Larry presented a special check to Fr. John for the food pantry.  Jim Coen, Jr., 
sent Larry a check for $2,500, in remembrance of his father, James Coen, Sr. 
James Jr. writes:  “I am a member of an organization called the Community 
Altruists.  One of our purposes is to raise money and donate it back to 
charities in need, such as Dana Faber, the Jimmy Fund, Wounded Warriors, 
etc.  Each member can select a charity of their choice to donate to, and I 
selected the Knights of Columbus due to my father's 60 plus years as a Knight 
(4th degree) and his strong religious affiliation.  My father always spoke very 
highly of the Knights and their strong charitable ways.  Please accept this 
check of $2,500 to the Knights in his name, for the benefit of the St. Joseph 
food bank.

Update on Randy McClellan:  - from Wil Bamford (Sep 1)
Mr. Bamford, my father wanted me to contact you if and when his lung surgery 
took place and was successful.  Well Sir, thanks to the graces of The Holy 
Trinity, Our Virgin Mother, all the Angels and Saints and many prayers from 
our brother Knights, he is breathing on his own and in induced recovery at 
Mass General.
Please forward this message to all of our brothers and spread the great news!

Vivat Jesus!
Patrick McClellan
(Keep Randy and his family in your prayers.
Randy, Annie, Meaghan, Rich, Joseph, Brian, Casey and Paddy - ed)

GOOD OF THE ORDER 

The Knight of the Month for September was presented to Fr. John, our 
chaplain, for his work done in helping us with the Parish Picnic.  He is a 
shepherd, but he also works “in the fields” with his people!

Don also announced Knight of the Month to Roland Theberge, for Oct, 2011.  
Roland, Don, and Tony never could connect to get the award made.

We closed, as always, with prayer. and adjourned at 9:48PM. 
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Good of the Order $30
Robert Carrier – not present

Knight of the Year
Banquet

Saturday, October 20
5:30 PM social hour

See article below 

4th Degree Exemplification
November 10, Suncook, NH

Class Honoree will be:
 Bishop Peter Libasci

Knight of the Month
Roland Theberge

James Coen, Sr. Donation
To Parish Food Pantry

Knight of the Month – Fr. John

http://communityaltruists.org/Home_Page.html
http://communityaltruists.org/Home_Page.html


Community Breakfast – Your Host, Don Gagne

The community breakfast of SS. Mary and Joseph Parish restarted again in Julie Hall 
on Sunday, September 16th  The breakfasts are held every third Sunday of the month, 
so our next breakfast is on October 21..  The hours are 7:00 AM to 10:30 AM.  Price $5 
per person, $15 per family.  The Individual's cost increase is due to our increased 
expenses, but we are keeping it low for families in consideration of family budgets.

Bring 5 items for the food pantry, and the cost per person will be $3 and $12 per family 
for 8 items.

This past year, $600 in profits were given to the parish, so please come and enjoy the 
friendship while helping to support the needs of the parish.

Knight of the Year Banquet – chairman Don Gagne

To members and friends of the Knights of Columbus:

This year’s Knight of the Year has been chosen and will be 
announced at the Knight of the Year banquet on October 20th.

You do not have to be a Knight to attend this event.

Social will begin at 5:30 and dinner will be served at 6:30 with the 
Winner being announced after the meal and dancing to follow.  The 
dinner will be catered by “The Chicken Connection” of Haverhill, seen 
on “The Phantom Gourmet” show.  This is a BYOB affair.

Cost is $25 per person.  Reservations can be made by calling

Don Gagne at 898-8410; email Donald.gagne@myfairpoint.net

Space is limited so reserve early

Troop Support:  - Paul St.Amand

A “Thank 
You!” card 
from a 
soldier from 
the war 
zone, for our 
latest goodie 
package of 
Tootsie 
Rolls.  

 (For those reading this in hard copy and not able to expand 
the card to read the text...: -ed)  

“Awesome once again!  We have started shipping these [Tootsie Rolls] to our maintenance teams at 43 locations.  They 
really appreciate it.  Thank you so much.  Brian”   CW3 Brian Stephens, B Co. 2D BSB, 2-2 SBCT, FOB Walton.
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The Past Awardee and his family.  (He won the 
honor of running the banquet the next year! -ed

Air drop of supplies to remote area.

mailto:Donald.gagne@myfairpoint.net?subject=Knight%20of%20the%20Year%20Banquet


Parochial Assistance Program: - Joe Stafford

We have fourteen qualified applicants for our PAP assistance.  Congratulations to each 
awardee, and best wishes for the coming school year.  Based on our receipts/income from the 
charity ball raffle tickets of 2011, and with a supplement from the council funds approved at the 
August meeting, we are able to send a check for $100 to each person.  

Dawson Shyne, Central Catholic H.S.   Isabella and Mikayla Blanchette, Presentation of 
Mary Academy.  Megan and Owen Bufagna, Lawrence Catholic Academy.  Fiona Lapierre, 

Central Catholic H.S.  Kaylyn and Sean Norris, St. Joe;s Regional.  Molly Quinn, Presentation of Mary Academy. Brady 
and Katherine Quinn, St. Joe's Regional.  Nicole and Kristen Downing, St. Maria H.S., Hagerstown, MD. Andrea 
Masciarelli, Trinity H.S., Manchester, NH

Prayer Request:
Please keep Brother Joseph G. Nassar, Jr and his family in your prayers.  We recently read of the passing of Esther F. 
Nassar, 90, Joe's mother on September 3.  And just recently, her husband of 63 years, Joseph G. Nassar Sr., 91, Joe's 
father, passed away on September 13.  Arrangements will be announced by Cataudella Funeral Home in Methuen.  
Brother Joe has been a member of our council for many years, and his company has kept our grounds well manicured.

Membership News:  - Bill Richards

On Tuesday evening, August 28, 
20112, a second degree 
exemplification was held at St. 
Michael’s Church, Exeter, NH. The 
exemplification was presented by 
the Exeter Council 2179, captained 
by D.D. Bob Jones.  They presented 
an excellent program for the seven 
attending candidates and 
approximately fifteen spectators. 
Council 4442 of Salem had one 
candidate, Enrico Casaletto. 
Please be sure to offer your 

congratulations to “Rico” on advancing to the second degree when you see him at the next meeting.  Also attending as 
spectators was the Sate Deputy Joel LaPlante, and Ken Akerely, Chanel Simard, and Bill Richards of Council 4442 of 
Salem, NH.  All enjoyed a light snack of tasty pastry and soft drinks before leaving for the evening.  (Interesting tidbit: Rico  
may hold the record for the longest interval between making the 1st degree and the 2nd degree... 50 years!  - ed)

Who is Don Simmons, our GK?  Some facts:
Don was born and raised in Fort Smith, Arkansas (that 
explains the accent!) He enlisted in the Air Force in 1965, 
and was commissioned in 1974.  He spent his career as 
an avionics/aircraft maintenance officer.  His final 
assignment was ROTC Instructor at the University of 
Washington in Seattle.  He retired as a Captain in 
1985.  He later worked at The Boeing Company in 
Seattle until retirement in 2006.

He met his wife Linda in Anchorage, Alaska; Linda was also in the Air Force. (She was a medevac flight nurse, and 
reached the rank of Colonel, so she can pull rank on Don anytime.) They were married in Mt. Carmel Church in Methuen, 
where Linda was raised.  Their son is in the army, at Ft. Bragg, NC, their daughter lives in Long Beach, Miss.  Don and 
Linda have eight grandchildren.

Don and Linda moved to New England from Washington in 2006 to be near Linda's parents.  He first joined the Knights in 
1991, and transferred to our council in 2007 after seeing us in action at the MQP parish picnic!
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Enrico Casaletto
The Long and the Short of It.

Bill and Rico

Falling in with a bad crowd!
Ken, Rico and Sim

Don Simmons, GK
(at parish picnic)

http://www.eagletribune.com/obituaries/x620793807/Esther-F-Nassar-90
http://www.eagletribune.com/obituaries/x620793807/Esther-F-Nassar-90


District Deputy Report:  Don Gagne
Don passed along news from the State and various events, including the 4th Degree coming up in November.  

Night of Worship. 
Volunteers are needed to man a Knights of Columbus ministry table at NH Night of Worship, UNH Whittemore Center 
Sept. 22nd @ 5:00 pm.  Also several Knights to help as ushers and in the free will offering.  Last year's event at The 
Capital Center For The Arts, Concord, NH was a standing room only crowd and thus has been moved to to the 
Whittemore Center. This is an ecumenical gathering and phenomenal opportunity for exposure of our Brotherhood.  
Contact  Jim Preisendorfer, DD#5, State Council Family Director, bassaholic47@comcast.net (603) 568-1142

4th Degree
The 4th Degree Assembly 641 meets the 3rd Wednesday of the month (except summer) 
in the council hall.  

There will be a 4  th   Degree Exemplification   in Suncook, NH, 
Saturday, November 10.  Bishop Peter Libasci will be the class 
honoree; Bishop Peter will be celebrating the Saturday Mass with 
us, at Saint John the Baptist Parish, Suncook, NH   (just 40 minutes 
from Salem).  Registration Deadline is November 4.  More details in 
our October newsletter, or now at the State Council web site.

Hall Rental Policy

For hall rental call George Masciarelli at 603-893-3035; during winter months, call Chanel 
Simard, 603- 898-4950.  They will match your needs with available dates and send you a 
rental agreement for your signature and deposit.  You must be a member of Council 4442 
and/or Assembly 0641 to rent the Hall and, you must remain at the hall during the rental 
period.  Full details of fees and policies are available on the Web Site: Council Hall Rental.

George can also arrange for members to get a key to the council home.

Lecturer's Message – Paul St. Amand
I am bombarded, as I guess we all are, by SPAM emails for political requests for money, alerts about computer viruses 
that are not true, “buy gold now” ads, (I won't mention Viagra mail –Oops, I just mentioned it), prayer chains that 
guarantee me more money and hair as long as I pass the “prayer” along to everyone on my email list, and so forth.  BUT, I 
got one email that stands out.  It is a YouTube video - 3 minutes long.  << CLICK ON THAT LINK!  This was indeed a 
powerful visual and audio message about our rights and responsibilities in the coming election; no preaching or talking 
head; very professional.  It is non-partisan.  It was produced by “Catholic Called to Witness,” a non-profit organization.  
Watch the video!  Certain fundamental rights are “non negotiable”

Scouting News Items: - Don Gagne
Pack 4442 may plan to meet in the council hall one night a month later on; individual dens meet in parent's homes.  The 
pack wants to know if they will march with the Knights in the Christmas parade this year.  The pack would also help out 
with any grounds keeping in the fall at the council hall, as a way of saying “Thank you” for our support.

Pack 409 is holding a car wash on Sept 22, 8:00AM to Noon, at the Main St. BP station; following that, they will move to 
the Fisk School, where they will be launching the bottle rockets that the scouts will build at their joining night.  The pack 
also wants to know our plans for the Christmas parade; they are willing to march with us, as well as Pack 4442.

The Boy Scouts spaghetti supper went well, gaining about $700 for their project.  And they cleaned up the council hall 
after the meal to a “better than before” condition.  We thank them for their hard work!

6

Bishop Peter Libasci

http://www.nhknights.org/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=832:night-of-worship&catid=51:lead-stories&Itemid=53
http://www.cc2w.org/mission/
file:///C:/Users/Paul/Documents/KofC/News_letter/2012-09SepNewsletter/%20http://www.youtube.com/watch_popup%3Fv=D9vQt6IXXaM&hd
http://www.kofc4442.org/supportingourmembers/councilhallrental.html
http://www.nhknights.org/index.php?option=com_jevents&task=icalrepeat.detail&evid=176&Itemid=85&year=2012&month=11&day=10&title=4th-degree-suncook&uid=fe878f54aea2de93dc2648d7bbdb96cd
http://www.nhknights.org/index.php?option=com_jevents&task=icalrepeat.detail&evid=176&Itemid=85&year=2012&month=11&day=10&title=4th-degree-suncook&uid=fe878f54aea2de93dc2648d7bbdb96cd
http://www.nhknights.org/index.php?option=com_jevents&task=icalrepeat.detail&evid=176&Itemid=85&year=2012&month=11&day=10&title=4th-degree-suncook&uid=fe878f54aea2de93dc2648d7bbdb96cd
http://www.nhknights.org/index.php?option=com_jevents&task=icalrepeat.detail&evid=176&Itemid=85&year=2012&month=11&day=10&title=4th-degree-suncook&uid=fe878f54aea2de93dc2648d7bbdb96cd
mailto:bassaholic47@comcast.net


Blood Drive:  - Ken Akerley
Again a big thanks to our blood drive 
helpers:  Dick & Jeanne Collopy, Rico & Pat 
Caseletto, Butch & Elaine Kealey, Bill 
Richards, Don Simmons, Wilfred Boutin, Al 
Hamel, Al & Kathy Faucher, Peg Akerley 
and Dennis Groulx.  The Drive was not as 
productive as usual, but 62 good pints 
collected was considered a good blood 
drive.  Next blood drive is Thursday, November 5th, 2012, from 1:00p.m. to 7:00p.m.

Bingo Photos: from Dennis Groulx
(“Cut and paste” these photos into the August newsletter! – Whoops!  Too late for that August Sunday deadline.  -ed)
These are only a few of the folks who work Bingo for our council EVERY Wednesday and Friday!
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GK sets the example.
“Just a small pinch”

Ken is still looking for a co-chair!
You, too, can help be “in charge” of all this!

Lou Stella – Friday Bossman Mary Stella – (The real boss!)

Kitchen and Canteen Crew

Dennis Groulx

Peg Akerley and 
Sarera Murray (Lou's sister)

Council Hall >> Red Cross transformation!



Parish Picnic: – Alan Phair

Brothers, I just wanted to thank all of you for your help this past weekend with the Parish Picnic.  I know that each of you 
did as much as you had time for and in many cases people were doing things that they probably shouldn't be doing health 
wise, myself not excluded.   It is always nice though to know that the Council members and of course their wives or other 
family members can be counted on each year to help make this a success.  We missed having Dave Thompson leading 
our cooking crew but he did listen to his Doctors advice and had to sit this one out.  Everything went pretty much without a 
glitch except for the fact that I returned the truck with less mileage than I started with (good trick huh).   Budget is still 
trying to figure that one out (thanks to Charlie Jacobs and Al Faucher) for driving backwards each way).
 
A Special thank you to Mary Roy and the Parish staff members who helped out along with the myriad of other volunteers 
besides the Knights.   
 
Vivat Jesus.      Alan

(Recipe for a successful Phair -ed)
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Prepare clean work space...

Mix in tables and chairs...

Separate and let rest overnight...

Cover and let simmer...
Add mixed nuts...

Add a touch of Jesuits...

Stir in 300 guests...
Check for last minute spices... Taste for flavor...

Serve ...

Clean up when done.
Baby Approved...
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