
From the desk of the Grand Knight:
Two items I wish to bring to your attention:

On October 25 we will have our “Knight of the Year” banquet at which 
we honor not only the one knight who will be chosen, but we also honor
the other worthy candidates that have served our council over the past 
fraternal year who were recognized as “Knight of the Month.”  Tickets 
are $30/pp, and you can contact Lou Stella or Jose Moreno for tickets.  
See the article on page 5 for details.

On November 30, the Sunday after Thanksgiving, Salem holds its 
annual Christmas Parade.  Each year we march in the parade and 
show off our colors and our Santa Maria float.  The parade is for ALL 
knights, not just those in the 4th degree with regalia' all members can 
march!  Let's have a “show of force.” marching proudly.  We will also 
have our sponsored Cub Scouts marching with us.  After the parade, 
we will have refreshments in the hall.  Save the date!

Vivat Jesus!

Who is Paul St. Amand, our Chancellor?

Paul comes to our council by way of Lawrence, 
Methuen, Waltham, and, most recently, Salem.  
He really finds it weird writing about himself in the 
“third person.”  (He is the last of our officers to 
have his biography in the newsletter.)  

While attending Tufts University in Medford, 
Paul's Jewish college roommate asked, “How'd 
you like to meet a nice Catholic girl?”  Meanwhile, 
at Salem State college, a Jewish girl asked her 

roommate, “How'd you like to meet a nice Catholic boy?”  Those 
roommates attended the same synagogue and thought a blind date 
would be good.  So that is how Paul met Peggy, his wife of 43 years.    
They have two daughters, Suzanne and Michelle, and two 
grandchildren, Leo and Lucy.  Paul shamelessly puts his kids into many
pictures in the newsletter.  

Paul served with the “Fighting 324th,” USAR, Data Processing Unit as a 
supply clerk.  After graduating from Stanford, Paul ended up working at 
Bell Labs (“Western Electric”) in North Andover for 30 years.  From his 
office he could see the hospital where he was born.

Paul appreciates the chance to contribute to the community and to our 
soldiers aid project through the Knights.  

When there is free time, Paul enjoys tennis, hiking, and bridge.  He is 
proud of his Boston Marathon race time of 2 hours, 118 minutes.
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Council Meeting Notes from Oct 8
UNOFFICIAL from the scratch pad of the editor...

7:30PM:  GK Bill Richards opened the meeting with prayer.  Enrico Casaletto 
read the detailed minutes over seven minutes; accepted without change.  We 
adjourned at 9:10PM.  There were 33 members attending.  Here's what 
happened...

CHAPLAIN'S MESSAGE: Fr. John
Fr. John was on retreat; no message this month.

Bills and Communications: GK Bill Richards
7:39PM:  Bill did some “housekeeping” and cautioned the members that we 
were becoming sloppy with our business approvals.  He reminded us that all 
“notices of motion” must be made in writing to the trustees; also, all “new 
business” items should go through the trustees for their scrutiny.  We should 
avoid bringing up money items spontaneously from the floor

The Quarterly Meeting is coming up; all are invited to attend.  The Knight of 
the Year banquet is coming up; let's fill the hall to honor not only the Knight of 
the Year, but also all the Knights of the Month.

We will be supporting six seminarians this year.

Bill also read a touching “thank you” from a mom for the help we provide.

COMMITTEE REPORTS:
Treasurer and Financial Reports read and accepted:
7:47PM:  Bob Fournier gave the financials for our accounts.  A Schwab 
representative gave the finance committee a run-down of the current market 
and the “rocky” (volatile) expectations for the future.  Our investments are in 
conservative funds, however, even those can expect fluctuations.
7:49PM:  Charlie Walsh reported the transfer out of one member (Fr. Kyle 
Stanton to his home parish and council in Berlin); our membership is 255.

Membership and Admissions:  Bill Richards
7:50PM:  We have no Form 100's in the pipeline.  All members are urged to 
get out there and recruit!  Ask someone you know to join us.  Bill will organize 
a membership drive in the parish in early December.

Newsletter, Web Site, Troop Support Reports: Paul St.Amand 
7:51PM:  He had nothing to say, so he didn't say anything.

Bingo Report:  Ron Bourque
7:51 and 10 seconds PM:  Ron read the bingo net income from email.  
Contact Lou Stella or Paul Simard for details.  Lou also encourages us all to 
bring the family and play Bingo at the hall (adults only, per state laws.)

Texas Hold-em Report:  Larry Belair
7:53PM.  We have a net of $31,400, and still on track for a slight below-budget
return for the year.  As reported before, popularity for Texas Hold-Em games is
waning.

Quickie CALENDAR
(And see our web Event calendar!)

Council Officers, October Meeting

Vietnam Traveling Wall
Salem High School

Oct 16 - Oct19
(Rico Casaletto)

Respect Life Talk
Thursday, October 23
St. Matthew Church

(Dennis Groulx)

State Quarterly Meeting
October 19

Rochester, NH
(Dick Collopy)

Knight of the Year Banquet
Saturday, October 25

Tickets $30/pp
(Lou Stella)

Vietnam Traveling Wall
October 15-19

(Rico Casaletto)

Next Blood Drive
Thursday, Nov 13

(Ken Akerley)

Adult Christmas Party
December 13
Tickets $30/pp

(Wil Boutin)

Children's Christmas Party
December 21

(Tom Campbell)
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Pro-Life Report: Dennis Groulx
7:53PM:  Dennis took to the podium to 
announce:

RESPECT LIFE SERIES
Thursday, October 23, 2014 at 7:00pm

St. Matthew Church, Windham

St. Matthew Council 7572, announces the final 
speaker in the Respect Life series.  Deacon 
Bernie MacDonald will talk on “Abortion – 
Preaching to the Choir”

Blood Drive: Ken Akerley
7:57PM:  Ken updated us on the lack of adequate 
Red Cross staff at the September blood drive to 
handle the donors.  Because of that, there were 

long wait times, and 20 donors had to leave prior to their blood being 
drawn.  Ken called and received an apology from a manager of the Red
Cross Program, with promises to “fix” the problem.  The Red Cross 
appointment system also has been a failure.  

It is frustrating for Ken and his team to prepare the meals and the hall, 
have all the KofC staff ready to serve, and not have the proper staffing 
by the Red Cross.  This is their problem to solve.  We expect to see 
better results at the next blood drive, on November 13.

Cub Scout Report: Don Gagne
8:07PM:  Don attended a pack meeting and 
instructed all the leaders that as part of our 
KofC sponsorship of the Scouts, all the 
leaders must attend a “Protecting God's 
Children” program through the Manchester 
Diocese.  There is good participation at all 
the Den, Webelo, and Pack levels.

Parochial Assistance Program: Mike Petrilli

8:11PM:  The application filing has closed.  The 
scholarship committee will be convened (Bill will contact 
Joe Stafford) and the prizes awarded.

The raffle drive collected $2162.  Star of the Drive goes to Pauline and 
Pam Gorgol, who alone collected $700.  Special Thanks to Lou Stella who
collected $300 at the Bingo events.

The raffle drawing will be held at the State Ball on October 11.

Hall Rental Policy
For hall rental call George Masciarelli at 603-893-3035.  (George is not escaping to Florida this 
year, so he will relieve Chanel Simard of reservation duties.)  George will match your needs 
with available dates and send you a rental agreement for your signature and deposit.  You must
be a member of Council 4442 and/or Assembly 0641 to rent the Hall and, you must remain at 
the hall during the rental period.  Full details of fees and policies are available on the Web Site: 
Council Hall Rental.
George can also arrange for members to get a key to the council home.

Old Business:
8:12PM:  Fisher Cats:  George is taking over the ticket sales from Alan Phair.  He requested $500 to
buy the block of 50 tickets so that we can get our reserved seating.  Since this money will be refunded
to the council by the sales of the tickets, no vote was needed.  And we thank Alan Phair for his years of
service in setting up these family events for all to enjoy.  

8:14PM:  Alan Phair: Remove from table Notice of Motion for $1,000 for audio/video system for Parish
at MQP Church.  No additional discussions.  Motion approved.

8:18PM:  Paul St.Amand: Remove from table Notice of Motion for up to $7,500 for “Coats for Kids” program.  We 
discussed the need for these winter coats.  Points were made that there is a need for coats at Lazarus House and at 
Ruth's House, but those locations are in Massachusetts; perhaps we should concentrate our program in the Salem area.  
Paul had contacted Salem Catholic Charities, Salem Town Welfare Office, and the Salem Santa Fund, and has planned 
deliveries to them in the quantity they requested;  the balance of coats is planned for Lazarus House and Ruth's House, 
as they requested.  We approved the purchase of the coats.  If anyone has input on a different need for coats in the 
Salem area, please contact Paul, and the council can redirect portions of our incoming order to the most needy
causes. 3

Alan with Janet at the game >>

http://www.kofc4442.org/supportingourmembers/councilhallrental.html
http://www.kofc4442.org/supportingourmembers/councilhallrental.html
http://www.kofc4442.org/supportingourmembers/councilhallrental.html


8:28PM:  Michael Banks: Remove from table Notice of Motion for up to $700 for a council hall PA system.  Michael 
presented several options, with inside and portable outside systems.  We approved the expense.  A subcommittee was 
appointed to examine the options and make a recommendation for the actual purchase.  Joining Michael are Chanel 
Simard, George Masciarelli, and Dave Thompson.  Members may make suggestions to them if they wish.

Trustees: 
8:39PM:  The Trustees reported only one item.
    We approved $300 for Dave Thompson's Christmas Dinner program.  Fred Doucette has stepped up to help Dave this 
year and to take the lead going forward.  (The Christmas Dinner program is for those who might not be able to have a 
“family” dinner; the programs allows them to eat a meal in the companionship of others on Christmas Day.

New Business:  8:42PM None.

District Deputy Report – Dick Collopy
8:44PM:  Dick brings “Greetings” from our State Deputy, Rich McDermott.  We are reminded that State continues to stress
the need for membership.  “One person, per council, per month.”  This is not just a contest or a race among the councils, 
but a vital need for the growth and survival of the order here in NH.  Recruiting new members is not the function of only 
the Admissions Chairman, but the task of all members.

The Quarterly Meeting will be held on October 19, in Rochester, NH, <<(click that link for details!)  from 1:00PM to 
4:30PM.  The meeting is open to all Knights and is run by the State officers.  

(While looking at the State web site, I ran across this 1 minute video clip called, “Hero's.”  << Click on that link and check 
it out.  -ed)

Good of the Order
8:47PM:  Some general announcements and coming attractions:

The council's participation in the Christmas Parade will be organized next month; Dave Wilson is making “seaworthy” our 
ship, the Santa Maria float.  

8:50:  Ken Akerley rose to speak about the Vietnam Traveling Wall that is coming to Salem.   There will be 
a selected detail of eight “Sir Knights” who will be involved in posting colors, etc. etc. etc.  The general 
public (which is everyone else, is invited from 1:00PM Thursday, October 16, through 3:00PM Sunday, 
October 19, 24/hr per day. (See this Facebook link.  Or “Google Search” Salem NH Traveling Wall.  Or 
look for details in the newspapers.  -ed)

9:01PM: Lecturer's Note's (see below.)

Also:
(Repeated from last issue.  ed.)  Tom Campbell announced the date for the Children's Christmas Party, to
be Sunday, December 21.  This is a week after the council's adult party and not the “next day”.  For the
kids, it's better to be nearer to Christmas!  Because we had few kids attending last year, Tom will open up
invitations to the entire parish.  Maybe we can recruit new fathers to the council?

(Submitted by Wil Boutin.  ed)  The Adult Christmas Party is Saturday Evening, December 13, at the 
Council Hall.  Sit-down, family style (all your can eat!) SIRLOIN STRIP and HAM dinners will be served by 
Lenzi's Caterering of Dracut, MA.  The evening will include music for dancing by DJ / vocalist Gino DiMaio. 
The social hour begins at 6:00PM with dinner served at 7:00PM.  If you would like to attend, the tickets are 
$30.00 per person.  Please contact Wil and Tina Boutin at 603-736-8491 or email him. 

And finally...
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Knight of the Month

The October Knight of the 
Month was awarded to 
Charlie Walsh, our Financial 
Secretary.  Charlie is involved 
in all our activities and is a link
to Supreme for our Council.  
In addition, Charlie volunteers
and does much “heavy lifting” 
at our tents and tables 
operations.

Attendance Prize:  

9:08PM:  The attendance prize for $10 
would have been won by Stu 
Richardson.  Next month, the prize is 
$20.

Closing Prayer and 
Adjournment:  9:10PM.  Amen!

Troop Support: OORAH!  (We received this second email on Sep 17 from our most-recent Afghanistan 
contact...  From experience, it takes just 11 days from my mailing at the Atkinson Post Office, Priority Mail (“If it 
fits, it ships”) through the FPO in California, and then to the Marine recipient in Afghanistan.  I think that is 
amazing!  And of course, emails are near instantaneous.  If I could only email Tootsie Rolls!-  Paul St.Amand.)

Good morning Mr. St Amand and Knights of Columbus in Salem,

I received all three boxes yesterday!!!  I have to say the tootsies are a great hit all over this place.  We have a 
maintenance survey team going around to all of the different units so 
the guys have been passing a few out to the Marines they meet.  It is 
wonderful.

Thank you so so so much.  You guys are wonderful, and I sincerely 
appreciate the joy you've spread to the Marines (and some Sailors and
Army) here…

Semper Fidelis,
SSG Reanne Charbonneau, USMC

Knight of the Year Banquet: Lou Stella, your host!  Reminder  October 25!!

Lou announces that the Knight
of the Year (“KOY”) banquet
will take place on Saturday, 25
Oct 2014, at the Council Hall.
We will have a carved turkey
dinner and live music.  Social
hour begins the event from
6PM to 7PM.  Rumors of an
“open bar” are greatly

exaggerated!  It's B.Y.O.B.!  The cost is $30.00 pp.  

For tickets and to reserve your seat, contact Lou Stella (978-884-7071) 
or Jose Moreno (603-898-3254)

KOY 2013 – Lou Stella
(“Don, Gimme the mic!  I know how to use 

it.  -  B8, N33, O72...”)
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Officer Installation – September, 2014

District Deputy Dick Collopy
conducted the officer
installation for our Council on
Sunday, September 21, at
“High Noon” at Mary, Queen
of Peach Church.  Following
the installation, we returned
home to dress down into
comfy clothes before we
convened at the Council Hall
for a meal together.  We also
watched the Patriots win the
football game on our new TV
system.  Special thanks to
Dave Thompson and Al Faucher,
who prepared the meal for us.  

(Thanks to Larry Belair who took these pictures. -ed)
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Charlie, Bob, Paul, Butch, Fr. John, Dick, Bill, Ron

Grand Knight, Chaplain, District Deputy

“Bless these Jewels of Office...”

Overflow crowd of witnesses 
pack into the church.

Worthy Wives and Moms. Bill, Dave, and Al in the kitchen



Lecturer’s Reflections, Ron Bourque... 

When Ronald Reagan was running for President, he found himself in a small Texas town where he gave a speech.  After 
the speech, he was approached by a rancher, “I’m a Democrat!  My father was a Democrat and so was his father.  My kid 
is a Democrat and his kids will be Democrats.  That’s what we’ve always been and that’s what we’ll always be.”  

Reagan responded, “I’m grateful your ancestors weren’t horse thieves.”

Not to pick on Democrats, as both parties have the problem we’re discussing.  Regardless of what we’ve always been, 
many things have changed, and we need to continually reexamine ourselves in the light of these changes.

If you’ve seen the movie, “The Godfather,” or any of its sequels, you’ve learned a lot about organized crime.  In order to 
keep it organized, they need enforcers to keep everyone in line.  Sometimes that’s not enough, and someone has to be 
eliminated.  The boss puts out a contract to hire a killer.  It is generally agreed from both legal and moral perspectives that 
both the boss and the guy who actually pulled the trigger are guilty of first degree murder.

Last summer, we were subjected to the Whitey Bulger trial.  He was convicted not just of the murders he personally 
committed, but also of those he had ordered to be committed.

When we vote, we “hire” politicians to represent and govern us.  If we vote for a candidate that is pro-abortion, isn’t that an
awful lot like hiring a killer?

To be sure, there are other issues, but if a candidate has the wrong answer on abortion, could he/she have the right 
answers on healthcare, foreign policy, the economy or anything else?  Won’t the same flawed judgment be used in all 
those other decisions as well?  Our Lord told us we don’t get good fruit from a rotten tree or rotten fruit from a good tree.  
Could it be that He didn’t know what He was talking about?

Is it possible to loosen someone’s moral fiber enough to support abortion without also loosening it enough to accept a 
whole bunch of other unsavory practices as well?  A priest told me decades ago that when we accept the big lie (that 
abortion isn’t murder), the other lies come easily.

Holy Father Benedict said voting for a pro-abortion candidate, when there is an alternative that is pro-life, is a “grievous 
sin.”  I’ve always wondered about the terminology.  Why didn’t he say mortal sin?  I think it may be because of the on-
going nature of the abortion holocaust.  Committing one murder is a mortal sin, but supporting abortion enables multiple 
murders – over 60 million documented since Roe vs. Wade!

Unfortunately, we don’t always have a choice.  In our high-profile senate race, both Jean Shaheen and Scott Brown are 
each claiming to be bigger abortion supporters than their opponent.  In the governor’s race, both Maggie Hassan and Walt
Havenstein are pro-abortion.

Even so, in other races there are choices, and I would urge you to do a little research before you go to the polls.  Both NH 
Right to Life (http://nhrtlpac.org/ ) and Cornerstone Research (http://www.nhcornerstone.org/ ) have voters’ guides that 
help us understand where our candidates stand on abortion and other important moral issues.  The existing guides were 
for the primaries and are being updated for the general election.  Just go to their web sites a few days before you go to 
the polls.

We are continually urged by Supreme to write to our senators and representatives urging them to vote pro-life on various 
issues.  Urging a pro-abortion politician to vote pro-life is a waste of time.  It’s far better and more effective to simply elect 
pro-life politicians.

Regardless of what you’ve always been or how you’ve always voted, do you really want to “hire” someone to kill even 
more unborn babies?  Is there any other issue so desirable that it would make overlooking their abortion stance 
worthwhile?

7

http://www.nhcornerstone.org/about/mission/
http://nhrtlpac.org/
http://nhrtlpac.org/


A Note about Knights of Columbus insurance...

From the Supreme web site:  Are you concerned with the low interest rate your CD is earning in the bank?  Are you 
concerned about the rise and fall of the stock market?  Are you concerned about a comfortable and worry-free retirement?
The Knights of Columbus VANTAGE Single Premium Deferred Annuity might be part of the answer.

The VANTAGE Annuity is a single premium contract, with a minimum premium of $25,000.  (You buy the annuity with one 
payment.  There no annual charges.  -ed)  Surrender charges may apply for early withdrawal.

The VANTAGE Single Premium Deferred Annuity uses two interest rates.  The first is the Minimum Guaranteed Rate, and 
is guaranteed for the life of the contract.  The second rate is the Current Declared Interest Rate at the time of issue, which 
is guaranteed for 5 years. Contact your agent for current interest rates. (I think the current minimum is 3% - ed)

All guarantees are backed by the Knights of Columbus.

The annuity owner has the ability to annually withdraw up to 10 percent of the value of the annuity without a surrender 
charge after the first contract year (assuming the value of the funds in the annuity after the withdrawal remains above 
$5,000). 

The owner will also have several options at the fifth and tenth policy anniversaries, including keeping the funds in a 
VANTAGE Annuity, leaving the funds in a portfolio account where the interest rate can be changed on a quarterly or more 
frequent basis, or, if requested within the 30-day period prior to the fifth or tenth anniversary, withdraw the funds without a 
surrender charge. 

Contact our Insurance Field Agent:
Matthew DiCalogero

Cell: 508 733 1754;  Office: 603 458 6408
Email: Matthew.DiCalogero@kofc.org 

(Just for fun... -ed)

The 98 year old Mother Superior from Ireland was dying.  The nuns gathered around her bed trying to make her last 
journey comfortable.  They gave her some warm milk to drink but she refused.  Then one of the nuns took the glass back 
to the kitchen.  Remembering a bottle of Irish whiskey received as a gift the previous Christmas, she opened and poured 
a generous amount into the warm milk.  Back at Mother Superior's bed, she held the glass to her lips.  Mother drank a 
little, then a little more and before they knew it, she had drunk the whole glass down to the last drop.  "Mother," the nuns 
asked with earnest, "please give us some wisdom before you die." 

She raised herself up in bed and with a pious look on her face said, "Don't sell that cow.”

A Jesuit, a Dominican, and a Trappist were marooned on a desert island.  They found a magic lamp, and after some 
discussion decided to rub it.  Lo and behold, a genie appeared and offered them three wishes.  They decided it was only 
fair that they could each have one wish.  The Jesuit said he wanted to teach at the world's most famous university, and 
poof, he was gone!  The Dominican wished to preach in the world's largest church, and poof, he was gone!  

Then the Trappist said, "Gee, I already got my wish!"

A rabbi, a priest and a minister walk into a bar...

The bartender looks up and says, "What is this, a joke?" 
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