
From the desk of the Grand Knight:
Brother Knights,

As we move into the fall season, we are reminded almost daily that 
Thanksgiving and Christmas are just around the corner.  Each of our 
members must recall their reasons for joining the Knights of Columbus 
and offer their time and talents to the needs in our community at this 
special time of year.  The events needing your help include, but are not 
limited to: Thanksgiving food baskets preparation at Rockingham Park, 
Knights of Columbus Christmas party, including a kids party, and our 
ever so important Toy drive and distribution.  Please allow time on your 
calendars to assist us in these efforts.

Another area that needs our attention is our response to a "Call to 
Muster."  When a member of our Assembly passes and the family 
requests our presence at the wake or funeral, please respond.  We may 
not know the Sir Knight, however, remember when it's our turn, we 
hope there will be knights, known and unknown, at our service.  It is the 
least we can do to pay our respects.

Vivat Jesus!
Don Simmons, GK

Continuing a profile of our officers:
Who is Bill Richards, Our Deputy GK?
William (Bill) Richards is from Clairton, Pennsylvania.  
He went to Washington and Jefferson College, getting 
a BS degree with a major in Chemistry and a minor in 
Physics.  Bill started work for Westinghouse 
Research in Wilkins Township, PA, where he met his 
future wife Linda.  They were married 43 years ago 
on October 4, 1969 and have a son, daughter, and five grandchildren.

Bill and Linda moved to Salem, NH, in 1978, because of work 
reassignment for Bill.  Linda was a Catholic from birth; however, Bill was 
raised Protestant.  He attended Mass with Linda, and in 1981 
converted.  Bill is an energetic man!  He joined the Knights just two 
years ago and took his degrees and became a 4th Degree Sir Knight.  
He is also a parish Consoler, RCIA team member, Eucharistic Minister, 
Cursilliasta.  

There have been two major accomplishments in his lifetime, one is the 
development of an international training laboratory for electron 
microscopy for JEOL in the Americas, and the second and more 
important, has been the development of the RCIA program in the SS 
Mary and Joseph Parish.  He enjoys hunting, fishing, and woodworking, 
and a good prime rib and scotch!  Also in his busy life, he served four 
years in the Air Force, retiring with the rank of Technical Sargent.
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Council Meeting Notes from Oct 10 
UNOFFICIAL  (from the editor's unreadable notepad. -ed)

“Bang!” Grand Knight Don Simmons started the meeting with the our usual 
pomp and ceremony, on time at 19:30-hours.  (That's 7:30PM to you civies!)

CHAPLAIN'S MESSAGE: 
Fr. John led a reflection on Psalm 8.  We read the psalm, then met in small 
groups to discuss.  How does God see us?  And who do we see and judge 
others?  An excerpt:  “When I behold the heavens, the work of your hands, the 
moon and the stars that you set in place, What is man that you should be 
mindful of him?... You have made him little less than the angels, and crowned 
him with glory....”

Bills and Communications: 
Don recounted the thank you we received from the Salem Boys and Girls club 
for our donation to their new floor.

We welcomed back Dave Thompson from his recent surgery; Dennis Groulx 
dropped by early on and sends his thanks to us for the prayers on his behalf 
after his recent heart attack.

COMMITTEE REPORTS:
Money Reports:
Bob Fournier, Treasurer, and Charlie Walsh, Financial Secretary, gave their 
reports.  Bob and the financial committee are preparing the budget for 2013.  
Any funds needed for recurring expenses, to be budgeted on a yearly basis, 
needs to be brought up to Bob for inclusion.  The finance committee expects 
to have a preliminary budget ready for the November or December newsletter, 
and a notice of motion would be made.  The council would discuss and vote 
on the budget at the following meeting.

Bingo Report: ??
Some people played Bingo on Wednesday and Friday night. (HEY! BINGO 
PEOPLE!  Somebody send me an email with some info!  The pictures Dennis 
took that I put in the last edition looked awesome.  How about some more 
words and photos?  ed)

Texas Hold-em:  Larry Belair
This month marks our 6th year of operation at Rockingham.  There are two 
events left, Nov 23 and Dec 26.  All current workers and anyone wanting to 
help work at the events need to be re-certified by the State.  Larry has the 
forms which will need signature verification by a Notary.  Fr. John mentioned 
that the staff in the Parish office are notaries who will be glad to offer their 
service at no cost.

Blood Drive – Ken is still looking for help!:  - Ken Akerley
Paraphrasing Ken – ed.:  I'm not getting any younger.  I am looking for 
someone to take over “running” the blood drive.  This would involve putting up 
signs and shopping for supplies for the meal, and being the contact man for 
the Red Cross to our council.  I'm not going anywhere, and I definitely will be 
around; at my age, I want to transition from “chairman” to “worker”.  We have 
a great crew who volunteer their time and make the event almost run by itself  
We just need some new “blood” to be in charge!  So please, think it over.  

TIDBITS
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The view from the front

Reminder:
Knight of the Year

Banquet
Saturday, October 20
5:30 PM social hour

4th Degree Exemplification
November 10, Suncook, NH

Class Honoree will be:
 Bishop Peter Libasci

DCT - USMC

Blood Drive
Thursday, Nov 15
1:00PM – 7:00PM



Soldier Aid – Paul St.Amand
nothing new to report.

Scouting Report – Don Gagne
Pack 4442 has picked up a few new members; pack 409 had a successful 
membership drive and got nine new members.  The scouts have asked if our 
council wants them to join in the Christmas parade.  We will gladly have them 
march with us; they can hold the banner!

NEW and OLD Business:  
Approved 

• One metal KofC welcome sign for Rt 97 near Methuen border.
• $50 for a gift certificate for Jim Fram and son, who donated the 

council's manger and their time to transport and set it up last year.

Don Gagne showed the new “Reserved Parking for Knight of the Year” sign; 
the next recipient of the honor will be the first to use the prime parking spot!

Thank you, Dick Dube - 
Dick Dube of “Dick's TV” got us a new 22 cubic foot commercial kitchen 
freezer for just $700.  And, he included removal of our old, our defective 
freezer.

GOOD OF THE ORDER 
The Knight of the Months 
September was presented to Peter Klecan.

The moon and stars aligned... Don Simmons had the certificate in his 
briefcase and Roland Theberge was in attendance at the meeting, so Don 
presented the Knight of the Month to Roland Theberge, for Oct, 2011.  
Fortunately, there is no expiration date on that certificate!

Pizza Report: 
Paul St.Amand and Butch Kealey talked about the pizza we have before the 
meetings.  With the GK's approval, a reminder will now be in the basket that a 
donation of $1.50 a slice would cover the council's cost.  I hope this is not a 
problem for anyone.

Close:  We closed, as always, with prayer. and adjourned at 8:45PM.  (Not 
a misprint!  That may be a new record for shortest meeting time! - ed)

Some FILLER FOTOs: -ed >>
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Good of the Order $40
William Gagne – not present

Next month - $50.
There WILL be a winner!

ATTEND!

Fischer Cats & Portland SeaDogs
Baseball! (not Ice Hockey)

Save the Date:
June 27, 2013

Don't look! Just sign the checks!

Assorted ruffians hanging around after the meeting.

Knight of the Month -  Oct 2011
Roland Theberge

Knight of the Month Sept 2012
Robert P. Klecan
(Call me “Pete”!)

Fr. Vinnie gives his blessings.

Pizza at $1.50 a slice!



District Deputy Report – from Don Gagne's notes:

State Quarterly Meeting:  
Meeting Information
Host Council: Robert R. Leroux Council 10943
Date: Sunday October 28, 2012       Time: 1:00 PM to 4:00 PM sharp
Location: St Joseph Parish hall, 6 High Street, Belmont, NH 03220
Attire: Jacket and tie                           Directions: Please use Google/Bing/MapQuest
(Sunday Mass: 8:00 AM, 10:00 AM, and 5:00 PM. options)

This meeting is open to all GKs, Officers, and Members.  And spouses!  There will be a meal served:
“We will be serving Lasagna.  We will have both meat and vegetarian available.  Also, there will be a tossed salad, rolls, 
and apple crisp for dessert.  Of course, coffee and other beverages will be available along with some light fare for snacks. 
The price for the meal will be $8.00.  MEAL WILL BE SERVED FROM 12:00 Noon to 12:45PM.  So that a proper head 
count is determined, reservations must be made by Wednesday October 24, 2012. Please be prompt."  Please contact 
Mark Messier at dmessier@metrocast.net at (603) 528-0585.

For all the details, see the State Web Site home page.

Student Respect Life contest:
A contest for your child or grandchild?  This is the 17th year we are able to conduct the subject contest due to an 
anonymous donation.  Up to $600.00 may be awarded to Junior-High and Senior-High school students in NH.  As was 
done the past fifteen years, entries will be submitted to The National student contest of “March for Life” and after their 
awards, we will make ours in New Hampshire.  The theme for this year’s contest is: "What does it take to be a pro-life 
leader?"  Essays are sent to Washington, and our State Respect Life Contest Chairman John Matuszewski (434-4098) 
collects the entries from Washington, DC, for our state for further 

Deadline for submission is December 3.  See the March for Life Web Site for the entry form and other details.  (If anyone 
wants to do this but has no computer access to the state web site, contact me and I can get you paper copies.  - ed  [Paul  
St.Amand])

Christmas Stockings for our Troops:
A volunteer, not-for-profit charity group, “Moore*Mart” is conducting a “Christmas Stocking for 
our Deployed Troops” campaign.  “Our 7th annual Holiday Packing Event is scheduled for 
November 8th through the 10th at the Nashua National Guard Armory.  At this event we are 
hoping to beat our record last year of 4,768 Christmas Stockings packed and shipped by 
packing and shipping 5,000 Christmas Stockings/Holiday Care Packages to our troops serving 
in harm’s way.
The care packages packed on November 8th through 10th will be shipped to over 2,000 
members of the armed services from throughout the United States serving in Iraq and 

Afghanistan, to retired veterans residing at the Tilton retirement Home, veterans in transition staying at Liberty House in 
Manchester, Buckingham Place and Dalianis House in Nashua as well as the Veterans Hospital in Manchester.”  There 
are several ways you can help:  donate your time to help pack up stockings for mailing, prepare your own stocking with 
the suggested “goodies” and bring them to the Nashua National Guard Armory on November 8th from 3 to 7pm, or send a 
cash donation (tax deductible) to: MooreMart, Box 1604, Nashua, NH 03061-1604.

Knight of the Year Banquet – Last Minute Reservations?  chairman Don Gagne
Had you forgotten about it and now want to get a ticket?  Cost is $25 per person.  Reservations can be made by calling 
Don Gagne at 898-8410; email Donald.gagne@myfairpoint.net  Or call Jose Moreno at 898-3254.  They might be able to 
save you a seat before they make the final call to the caterer.

Christmas Banquet:  
The Christmas Banquet is scheduled for December 15; Jose Moreno 898-3254 and Al 
Faucher 893-6708 are putting this together.  Tickets are $25/person.  The meal will be 
an Italian Festival, catered by the Chicken Connection:  Italian Meatballs, Ziti with 
Sauce, Chicken Cutlet Parmigian, Sausage with Sautéed Peppers and Onions, Fresh 
Garden Salad, Relish Tray, Scala Bread & Butter.  BYOB!  Reserve a table! 4

http://www.nhknights.org/
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4th Degree
The 4th Degree Assembly 641 meets the 3rd Wednesday of the month (except summer) 
in the council hall.  

There will be a 4  th   Degree Exemplification   in Suncook, NH, 
Saturday, November 10.  Bishop Peter Libasci will be the class 
honoree; Bishop Peter will be celebrating the Saturday Mass with 
us, at Saint John the Baptist Parish, Suncook, NH   (just 40 minutes 
from Salem).  Registration Deadline is November 4.  The price for 
Spectators (4th Degree Members), which includes Lunch and Dinner 
is $35.    More details at the State Council web site.

Prayer Request for Sir Knight Armand J. Dion 
Armand passed away at age 80, on Oct 8 at Salamhaven Nursing Home.  Read his full obiturary notice 
from the Eagle Tribune.  Armand was born in Lawrence, a resident of Salem for the past 48 years, and 
a long time 4th Degree Sir Knight.  At his funeral mass at Mary, Queen of Peach Church were Sir 
Knights Frank Sagleme, Color Corp Commander, PFN Chanel Simard, Ken Akerley, and Paul 
St.Amand.  There was a good contingent of Sir Knights at the wake on Thursday, Oct 11.

Update on Randy McClellan: 
Oct 6, Ken Akerly wrote:  P.F.N. Randy McClellan called me last week from the isolation unit of The Mass General 
Hospital.  He is breathing on his own, after undergoing a double lung transplant.  Please, all of us keep Randy in our 
prayers.  God & the good doctors have done a wonderful job.  I will try to keep our brothers updated

On Sept 29, Pat McClellan (Randy's son) wrote:
“My father is now out of the SICU.  He has been moved to a private room on one of the transplant recovery floors.  He had 
a test done Thursday confirming that his new lungs look great.  He is still adjusting to the new schedule that the nurses 
are keeping, but he is in positive spirits.  He has lost neither his quick wit or his sense of humor.  Currently he is not 
accepting visits other than from family.
He did tell me however that when he is able to return home and resume his place among our brethren, he endeavors to 
highly motivate all our brother Knights locally, in Assembly and across the state to become more active in their 
responsibility to our parishes, communities, youth  and family.
His new lease on life seems to have rekindled an already strong fire in his soul to enlighten our brothers to the power and 
affect of personal service and self sacrifice.  Please let this be a positive message, that with the constant prayers he has 
received and the Graces bestowed on us all by Our Savior, we can all perform simple miracles for the less fortunate, as 
God has certainly granted him a miracle to live and continue to serve Him.”

( A lesson for us all:  “Tempus Fugit; Memento More” - ed.)

Respect Life Mass: 
From a letter by Thomas A. Ingham, PSD, District Master:
“First, let me thank the seven Sir Knights who were at the Respect Life Mass on Sunday, October 7.  Our Bishop was 
extremely pleased to have us there.  He was so happy that he requested our presence at (the next event after the 
publication of this newsletter) the “Red Mass” on Thursday, October 25 at the Cathedral; Mass at 5:15PM with muster in 
the hall at 4:30PM.
(The Sir Knights who attended the Oct 7 Mass were Dick Collopy, Wayne Griffin, Bob Guyer, Butch Kealey, Bill McCarthy, 
and Jose Moreno [ALL from Assembly 0641] plus from the rest of the state, one Sir Knight from Manchester. -ed)
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Bishop Peter Libasci
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Boys and Girls Club – New Basket Ball Floor
Our council donated $5,000 at 
the September meeting to help 
pay for the cost of a new 
wooden floor at the Salem Boys 
and Girls Club.  The kids were 
very appreciative!  The floor 
looks great.  GK Don Simmons, 
Wil Bamford, and Larry Belair 
represented our council at the 
ribbon cutting.

Watch a 1 minute video of the ribbon cutting, with Wil Bamford.  <<<< Just click on that link!!!

A message from Wil Bamford:
If you have space , PLEASE put THE FOLLOWING in the newsletter.  "Author unknown"
Dear Brother Knights,
I am hoping these SACRED WORDS will help the Membership UNDERSTAND ""WHO 
WE ARE"" & ""WHAT WE REPRESENT"" to the Community & to Others.

Wilfred Bamford, PGK 4442

   DOING YOUR WILL     LEADING THE WAY

Teach us to be generous, good Lord;

Teach us to serve you as you deserve;

To give and not  to count the cost,

To fight and not to heed the wounds,

To toil and not to seek for rest,

To labor and not to ask for any reward,
       save that of knowing we do your will.

AMEN.

Lord, inspire us today with the
       qualities of good leadership.

Give us insight to make wise decisions, 
      integrity to face the truth,
      courage to make difficult choices,
      and compassion for the needs of others.

Make us a model of justice and honor to the world,
      and let us never forget that our job is to serve 
      both you and others.

AMEN.
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“Watch, kid, this is how I 
dunked it when I was with the 

Celtics.”

Did Wil make the shot?

http://salem-nh.patch.com/articles/video-boys-girls-club-gets-new-gym-floor#video-11557611


Hall Rental Policy
For hall rental call George Masciarelli at 603-893-3035; during winter months, call Chanel 
Simard, 603- 898-4950.  They will match your needs with available dates and send you a 
rental agreement for your signature and deposit.  You must be a member of Council 4442 
and/or Assembly 0641 to rent the Hall and, you must remain at the hall during the rental 
period.  Full details of fees and policies are available on the Web Site: Council Hall 
Rental.

George can also arrange for members to get a key to the council home.

Remember, the side door and hall entry doors do NOT lock on its own.  Be sure to lock 
the dead-bolt as you leave on the side door.  Turn the side door's knob to test to make sure you have locked the door; 
push on the lever bar on the hall entry door to make sure that is locked.

Council Hall Award Area
The council awards have now all been documented 
and are available for display.  You may remember 
that over the summer, all past awards and plaques 
were removed from the walls of the second floor, 
holes were plugged, and all the walls of the council 
were painted.  So, what happened to all the awards 
our Council and Assembly have won over the 
years?  Where are they?

Every award has been photographed.  There are two white binders on 
a table in the 2nd floor, containing the photo of every award.  One binder 
is full; that contains all awards from the past through 2006.  The second 

binder is about 1/3 full.  Awards have all been tabulated on a spread sheet in the binders, by year awarded.  The 
procedure for the future is that every award will be photographed and recorded and added to the binder.  A copy of every 
photo is on a photo CD in our fire-proof vault.

We have a “current year” display area on the 2nd floor.  Every award received during the year will be on display.  As that 
section fills up, older awards will be photographed for the archive then removed.  The display area is a hanging unit 
system.  No nail holes will be needed as awards are added or re-arranged.

There are three “permanent” display areas on the second floor.  These are for “Knights of the 
Year,”  “Deceased Members,” and “Special” awards.  Special awards are those that are 
landmarks through the ages, such as Star Council Awards.  We will keep the “Special” awards 
area limited in size, to emphasize their importance and avoid clutter from lesser awards.   (I do 
not mean to belittle other awards, but we did not need to have 14 Christmas Parade awards all  
on full-time display. - ed)  This project was done by Alan Phair and Paul St.Amand, after 
discussion and input from the council members.
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Knights of the Year

Special Award area

Binders of Award Photos

Current Year Award
(and hanging system) Deceased Members

http://www.kofc4442.org/supportingourmembers/councilhallrental.html
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http://www.kofc4442.org/supportingourmembers/councilhallrental.html


Lecturer's Corner

As we near the local, state, and national elections, we are reminded by our church leaders to “form our conscience” by 
researching the many politicians running for office as to their policy positions and past voting records.

“We have a dual heritage as both faithful Catholics and American citizens.  As Catholics, our baptismal commitment to 
bear public witness to the values of Jesus Christ requires our active participation in the democratic life of our nation.  As 
Americans, we have a serious moral obligation to vote.” - from Catholic Diocese NH flyer.

There are many issues before us... The Right to Life and Dignity of the Human Person; Call to Family, Community, and 
Participation; Rights and Responsibilities to religious freedom, Option for the Poor and Vulnerable, Dignity of Work and 
the Rights of Workers, Solidarity with our neighbor, Care for God's Creation.  But we are reminded that every issue is NOT 
equal.

Issues That Are Not Non-Negotiable 
Abortion, Euthanasia, Embryonic Stem Cell Research, Human Cloning, Homosexual “Marriage.” (there are many web 
sites that repeat these.  This is from St Joseph Church in Marysville  - ed)

“Some issues allow for a diversity of opinion, and Catholics are permitted leeway in endorsing or opposing particular 
policies.  This is the case with the questions of when to go to war and when to apply the death penalty.  Though the 
Church urges caution regarding both of these issues, it acknowledges that the state has the right to employ them in some 
circumstances (CCC 2309, 2267).

Pope Benedict XVI, when he was still Joseph Cardinal Ratzinger, spoke of this in a document dealing with when Catholics 
may receive Communion:

"Not all moral issues have the same moral weight as abortion and euthanasia.  For example, if a Catholic were to be at 
odds with the Holy Father on the application of capital punishment or on the decision to wage war, he would not for that 
reason be considered unworthy to present himself to receive Holy Communion.  While the Church exhorts civil authorities 
to seek peace, not war, and to exercise discretion and mercy in imposing punishment on criminals, it may still be 
permissible to take up arms to repel an aggressor or to have recourse to capital punishment.  There may be a legitimate 
diversity of opinion even among Catholics about waging war and applying the death penalty, but not however with regard 
to abortion and euthanasia" (WRHC 3).

The same is true of many other issues that are the subject of political debate: the best way to help the poor, to manage 
the economy, to protect the environment, to handle immigration, and to provide education, health care, and retirement 
security.  Catholics may legitimately take different approaches to these issues.  While the underlying principles (such as 
solidarity with the poor) are non-negotiable, the specific applications being debated politically admit of many options, and 
so are not "non-negotiable."

One Quote out of many about this: 
“The question to ask is this: Are any of the candidates of either party, or independents, standing for something that is 
intrinsically evil, evil no matter what the circumstances?  If that’s the case, a Catholic, regardless of his party affiliation, 
shouldn’t be voting for such a person.” – Archbishop William Lori, Diocese of Baltimore, Maryland  (Supreme Chaplain.)

The election time is getting close.  (Thankfully, those TV ads will be going away soon.)  Find out the records and policies 
of the candidates.  Which one will you vote for?  

Puzzle Time:
Let's end on a light note.  Consider the “Monty Hall – Let's Make a Deal” Door problem.  There are three doors, let's call 
them #1, #2, and #3.  Behind one of the three doors is a fabulous new car, only you don't know which door that is.  Behind 
two other doors are goats, the booby prizes.  You pick a door, let's say it is #1.  Now, Monty says,”Before I show what's 
behind your door #1, let's see what is behind door #2.”  And there is the goat.  Then he asks, “Do you want to keep the 
door you chose, door #1, or do you want to switch and get whatever is behind door #3?”

Do you switch and take the other door, or stick with what you chose at the start?  Answer next time! (And there is a 
definite “winning” strategy.) 8
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E-Mail joe@nassarlandscaping.com

Prototype Printed Circuitry

Joseph E. Nasser Jr., 
President

37 Manchester St.
Lawrence, MA 01841

Tel. 978 682-5800
www.multilab.com

Douglas & Johnson
Funeral Home

& Cremation Services

214 Main St.    Salem NH 
603 898-8848

Susan J. Hopkins Robert S. Carrier
J. Tyler Douglas James L. Johnson

(1959-2008)
www.douglasandjohnson.com

http://www.douglasandjohnson.com/
http://www.multilab.com/
mailto:joe@nassarlandscaping.com
http://www.nassarlandscaping.com/
mailto:Advertisements@kofc4442.org
http://www.victorianpark.com/
mailto:jmrjcs@comcast.net
mailto:adifruscia@difruscialaw.com
mailto:adifruscia@aol.com
http://www.difruscialaw.com/
mailto:advertisements@kofc4442
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