
From the desk of the Grand Knight:
(Bill Richards is away, but sends us this reminder.... -ed)

Save the date for Sunday, November 30, for the Salem Christmas 
Parade.  (It's called a “Holiday Parade,” but we know the true identity!)

All members of Assembly 0641 are invited to march, in regalia, heading
up our Santa Maria Float.  All other members of the council are invited 
to march; please “dress up” with a suit coat.  We will also have our 
sponsored Cub Scouts marching with us.  After the parade, we will 
have refreshments in the hall.

Gather at the Council Hall at 11:15AM, so we can get to parade 
formation point by noon time.

Who is Gene Bryant, our recent past Trustee?
Gene was born and raised in 
Somerville, MA., but his family 
started migrating to Salem, NH; first,
his grandparents moved, building a 
home on Canobie Lake in 1948.  His
parents moved up in the early 70's.  
Gene was asked to do some 
accounting for a hotel, and it just so 
happened that he fell in love with the
desk clerk on duty that night, Kelly. 
They were married in 1978.  
Although Gene and Kelly were living
in Oregon and then Connecticut, 
they spent much time in Salem at 

Bryant family activities, and finally made the move to Salem in 1992.  
Gene is the oldest of seven, and he and Kelly have children Bob, Matt, 
and Erin.  Gene has varied work experience, 20 years in hotel 
management and hotel renovation consulting, owning his own 
restaurant, exotic vehicle sales, specialty vehicle conversions, and 
most recently as an independent travel agent.  Gene joined the Knights
in Somerville, council #75, at the age of 18, recruited by his dad Bob, 
who was GK at that council.  When Dad moved up to Salem, he 
wandered into our council home to attend a meeting, just to see what 
was going on.  Chanel Simard met him at the door; Bob was soon 
roped into running the Tootsie Roll drive, then becoming an officer, and 
finally GK.  When Gene moved up to Salem, he was also drawn to the 
council, and became involved in many activities. Gene is a past GK; all 
his sons are Knights, and all his brothers and their sons are Knights.  
“The Knights are my family,” says Gene.  (Well, most of the Knights 
already are Bryant's! - ed)  Gene has spent many hours devoted to 
activities of the Knights over the years, but he does hope to be PTRC 
this year; (“PAST Tootsie Roll Chairman”)
(Why is Gene's biography repeated from January, 2014??? -ed)
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Council Meeting Notes from Nov 12
UNOFFICIAL from the scratch pad of the editor...

7:30PM:  DGK Butch Kealey chaired the meeting, in Bill''s absence, and 
opened the meeting with prayer.  Rico read the minutes, but not before 
announcing his new “recorder policy.”  Rico will only review the pertinent 
money items and other open issues to save time and help shorten the 
meeting.  “An effective meeting should be no more than one hour” he said.  
The minutes were approved as read.  (Who's watching the clock, anyway?  
Rico finished in 3 minutes, 49 second. -ed)  The meeting was closed at 
8:47PM; 29 members attended.

CHAPLAIN'S MESSAGE: Fr. John
Fr. John was away; no message this month.

BILLS AND COMMUNICATIONS: DGK Stillman Kealey
7:35PM:  Butch mentioned several letters we have received, including notes 
from Salem Haven, Pennacock Pregnancy Care Center.  The council also got 
a nice plaque from the Vietnam Moving Wall event.  (see below.)

COMMITTEE REPORTS:
Treasurer and Financial Reports read and accepted:
7:37PM:  Bob Fournier was on vacation.  Charlie Walsh reported our balances
and check activity, and in spite of Bob's vacation, no money is missing.  
(Sorry, Bob, the council members couldn't resist the jab at your expense! -ed) 
Our membership remains at 255.

Membership and Admissions:  no activity this month.

Troop Support, Newsletter, Web Site, Reports: Paul St.Amand 
7:38PM:  Two packages were sent out in November to Afghanistan; no 
responses from the troops were received this month.  There is nothing 
unusual to report for the Web Site nor the Newsletter.

Bingo Report:  Ron Bourque
7:39PM:  The bingo folks are on target to exceed last year's banner results.  
We are only a few thousand away from last year's total, and there are still 
several weeks of Bingo to go this year.  Excellent job, Lou Stella, Paul Simard,
and the Team.

Texas Hold-em Report:  Al Hamel
7:42PM.  Since Larry was away in Florida, Al Hamel anted-up a report on the 
November 11 event.  Al and the rest of the team did NOT sell even one Texas 
Hold-em game all night long!  However, since we Knights are the sponsoring 
charity, we get a cut of the night's proceeds.  Al thinks the council might get 
about $3000.  Not a bad deal after all!

Pro-Life Report: Dennis Groulx
7:43PM:  Dennis took to the podium to deplore the lack of attendance at the 
St. Matthew Parish “Respect Life” series this fall.  (Sponsored by St. Matthew 
Council 7572).

We will have our Pro-Life Mass in January, at St. Joseph Church, on Friday, 
Jan 23.  (Subject to change.  More details next month.)

Quickie CALENDAR
(And see our web Event calendar!)

Butch Kealey in charge

Salem Christmas Parade
November 30
Come March!
(Bill Richards)

Christmas Toys
Table and Chair Moving
Monday, Dec 1, 6:30PM.

(Alan Phair)

Adult Christmas Party
December 13
Tickets $30/pp

(Wil Boutin)

Toy Distribution Party
Tuesday Dec 16

Thursday, Dec 18
6:00PM

(Alan Phair)

Children Christmas Party
December 21

(Tom Campbell)
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Cub Scout Report: Don Gagne
7:44PM:  Don reported on several cub 
activities, including their food drive and 
pop corn sales.  The Night at the Boys 
& Girls Club was a success, with many 
kids attending.  The packs are thankful 
for our support to rent the Club.

The scouts are also looking forward to 
marching with us in the Christmas 
Parade, Pack 160 and Pack 4442.  
Also, we may have some boy scouts 
marching also.

Child Abuse Recognition and Prevention: Don Gagne

As part of Don's Scout activity and on behalf of our chartering of Pack 4442, 
he is insisting that all the scout leaders be educated in child abuse, and also 
recommends that our council officers (and any one else) also be trained.

“The Diocese of Manchester requires special training for all adults who work 
with youth. … all employees and volunteers who regularly work with minors 
must participate in training.”  While this Diocesan requirement only applies to 
those participating in Parish work or programs, since we Knights do have 
contact with children (kids' Christmas Party, Free-Throw, Family Cookouts, or 
Soccer events...) we also can benefit from the training.  Maybe we can 
recognize the warning signs and save a child.  There is an on-line course that 
takes 60-90 minutes, called “Shield the Vulnerable.”  << click to go there!

The Diocese web page has an overview of the course.  << click for info.
(You need to register for the course.  The course has multiple slides you walk 
through; you don't have to complete the course in one sitting.  When you 
register, enter the data fields as a “volunteer” in our Salem parish of SS M&J.
Since this is a Diocese web site, “they” collect the data to show compliance 
with the State of NH legal settlements.  -ed)

 

Scholarship Committee: Joe Stafford

7:49PM:  The College Scholarship Committee met 
recently, and will recommend to the Budget Committee 
that we allocate an increase in $2000 for awards.  It is 
proposed that in 2015, the council awards 16 prizes at 
$500 each.  The selection will continue to be a random 
drawing, with the rules unchanged for eligibility.

Attending were: Grand Knight Bill Richards, Michael 
Petrilli, Al Phair, Dick Collopy, Gene Bryant, Don 
Simmons, Joe Stafford

Parochial Assistance Program: Joe Stafford and 
Mike Petrilli

The Parochial Assistance Program funds 
distribution was discussed at the 
scholarship committee meeting.  The 
Council received 5 applications.  The 
committee agreed to distribute a $400.00 

award to each applicant.  “Checks are in the mail.”

A name change for the Parochial Assistance Program was 
proposed, from PAP to TAPS (Tuition Assistance for 
Parochial Students).  

Hall Rental Policy
For hall rental call George Masciarelli at 603-893-3035.  (George is not escaping to Florida this 
year, so he will relieve Chanel Simard of reservation duties.)  George will match your needs 
with available dates and send you a rental agreement for your signature and deposit.  You must
be a member of Council 4442 and/or Assembly 0641 to rent the Hall and, you must remain at 
the hall during the rental period.  Full details of fees and policies are available on the Web Site: 
Council Hall Rental.

George can also arrange for members to get a key to the council home.
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Christmas Fund Toy Distribution Schedule: Alan Phair
7:50PM:  Alan presented the outline of plans for this December toy distribution.  (NOTE:  The next newsletter edition will 
be on December 15, and Alan needs help before that date.  So, please sign up to help now and not wait.  Below is the full
schedule. - ed.)

The following is what we need help with.  If you can volunteer for one or more that would be 
great. 

As you know, along with the Tootsie Roll Drive & our participation in the Relay for Life, this is 
one of the largest events the Council undertakes each year.  It certainly is rewarding when we 
see how happy we make people feel, knowing they can have a nice Christmas that they 
otherwise might not have.  In order to get everything accomplished, we need people and pick-
up or other type trucks.

1. Our first project is to pickup around 40 tables and 20 chairs at Saint Joseph’s School & the Council.  We need about 
five or six pickup trucks and at least ten people to get it all done in one trip.  Because of a school function, we won't be 
able to get the tables on a weekend.  We are going to do it (as we did last year) on Monday, December 1.  Time is 
critical as I have to get the staff in to set up the toys.  If you can help, please be at the St Joseph School garage across
from the Council at 6:30PM.  Please email me to let me know if you are coming and if you have a truck so that if there 
are changes, I can contact you.  APhair@aol.com    or call 603-401-1001

2. Our toy distribution center will again be at 356 South Broadway in the
plaza where Harbor Freight Tools is.  The distribution nights will be on 
Tuesday December 16th and Thursday Dec 18th, starting at 6:00PM.
We will need a lot of workers as usual so if you and/or your wife or any adult
can make it on a certain day or both, let me know.  As in the past, I will do
my best to schedule people based on their availability and the needs of the
fund.  Email me on which day(s) you can help.  Usually, we are done by nine
o'clock if not sooner.  If you have never done this before, please show up at
5:30 so we can show you the ropes.  Again, please let me know your
availability by email or phone.  I will then be able to notify you if there is a
change in venue.

3.  We will be working the Transfer Station for donations again this year.  The date is Saturday Dec 13th.  If we can get 
four people, that would be great.  We would need people to cover from 7:45am – 9:30am, 9:30 – 11:30am, 11:30am – 
1:30pm, 1:30 – 2:45.  We do have a bad weather day of the 20th and hopefully won’t have to use it like we did last year. 
This is an important function as we raise close $1,000 for the day, which really helps the fund out. Call or Email me.

4.  I know a lot of you will be disappointed but the food voucher system worked so well with Market Basket last year that 
we will not be doing food baskets this year so we will not need help unloading food.  Thank you to all the regulars who
used to help out with this.

5.  Probably the toughest part to schedule is the packing & returning of the excess
toys to the storage container and the tables/chairs to the council and school.  As of
today, there is some doubt as to whether there is a function in the auditorium on
New Years Eve.  If there is none, then we will have the luxury of a week to get things
done.  If not, it will have to get completed by the 27th which means we need to pack
the toys on the 26th.  We still have plenty of time to schedule this, and I can get the
info out as soon as I get it.
.
Please, I know this is a lot to digest.  I will be in contact with people via email with any updates.  This is a very busy 
season for all of us, but this is such a worthy cause, and we all know how warm we feel after helping out that it is well 
worth our efforts.  This is the Salem Christmas Funds 40th year.  Without the Knights jumping in when asked back in 2001,
the program would most likely not be in existence today. 

Thank you in advance for any help you can give.  Contact me:  Alan Phair; Cell  603-401-1001; Email: APhair@aol.com

2013 - Santa's Helpers

2013 – That's a wrap!
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P.S. Don’t forget that if you have the ability to do so, a contribution to the fund would be greatly appreciated. Checks can 
be sent to the Salem Christmas Fund, PO Box 1234, Salem NH 03079 or you can visit our new web site at 
www.SalemChristmasFund.org and make a credit card donation on-line. 

Finally, and even more important, if you find yourself in a situation where you need help or you know a family that needs 
assistance, please let me know.  Arrangements can be made for private toy pickups for example so that no one will know 
other than myself.   I can guarantee you won’t be the first nor the last to need assistance.    Our goal has always been to 
never let a family go without necessary food, clothing or children without toys under the tree.   

May God Bless all of you for all you do to help us each year…….Alan

Old Business:
7:58PM:  Speaker system for the council hall, the float, the back yard, etc.  George Masciarelli reported that Mike Banks 
and team “test drove” the system for the council hall, and will proceed with the installation of speakers, etc.  Mike has 
driven to Boston and to New Bedford, gathering quality items (speakers, microphone, receiver, amp) at the lowest prices 
possible.  Members asked about what could be done with the float and portable systems for outside use during picnics.  
Mike was not at this meeting, so the information needed was not available; however, we continued to ask each other 
questions and deliver theoretical answers for a few more minutes.

New Business: Trustee recommendations (Tom Campbell and Don Simmons)
8:03PM:  We approved the following:

• $200 for Meals on Wheels” - Christmas time
• $100 for Lady of La Salette Christmas Lights Display
• $500 for the Honduran Mission Team, to help ship supplies to Mexico  (requested by the HMT.)
• $500 for the Boy Scouts, to rent the Salem B&G Club.  (This is not the Cub Scout donation.)  We discussed this 

for nine minutes.  Proposed initially by Mike Schwing 
• $400 to fund the Council's Children Christmas Party, proposed by Jose Moreno.
• NOTICE OF MOTION: by Don Simmons.  “For up to $2,800 to repair damage and other expenses to the Parish 

Office at MQP”
• Up to $400 for Web Site Hosting services and Domain Name renewal for the council web site and newsletter.  

This is for two years.  Requested by Paul St.Amand
There were no requests for money from the floor.

Christmas Party:  Wil Boutin
8:20PM:  Wil gave an update on the Christmas party.  There are 70 tickets sold so far.  More info below.

Lecturer's Reflection: Ron Bourque
8:28PM:  (Ron's talk is at the end of the issue, as usual.  )

Coats for Kids: Paul St.Amand
8:36PM:  Paul gave a summary.  See full report below.... with pictures!

Blood Drive: Ken Akerley
8:38PM:  Ken tried to updated us on the lack of
adequate Red Cross staff at the last blood drive, but

we said we all read the
newspaper article.  He did
announce the blood drive for
the next day, (Thursday,
November 13).  At this drive,
there were sufficient Red
Cross staff, which resulted in
no lines, no waiting!  Here are
two pictures of that event.

District Deputy Report – Dick Collopy  (Dick was unable to attend tonight; no report.)

We have an open table, party of one!
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Good of the Order:

Knight of the Month

8:44PM The award was not presented, 
because the Knight was not in attendance!  
(If you were at the meeting, this means it 
ain't you.

Attendance Prize:  

8:44PM:  The attendance prize for $20 would 
have been won by Bertrand Duvernay, who 
was not here.  The prize next month is $30.

New Member:

8:46PM:  Andre Fauvel attended
his first meeting in the council.
Andy is a transfer from
Merrimack.  Welcome, Andy.

Closing Prayer and
Adjournment:  

8:47PM.  Amen!

Children Christmas Party
(Repeated from last issue.  ed.)  Tom Campbell announced the date for the Children
Christmas Party, to be Sunday, December 21.  This is a week after the council's
adult party on December 13, and not the typical “next day”.  For the kids, it's better to
be nearer to Christmas!  Because we had few kids attending last year, Tom will open
up invitations to the entire parish.  Maybe we can recruit new fathers to the council?

Adult Christmas Party – Saturday, December 13

(Submitted by Wil Boutin.  ed)  The Adult Christmas Party is Saturday Evening, December 13, at 
the Council Hall.  Sit-down, family style (all you can eat!) SIRLOIN STRIP and HAM dinners will be
served by Lenzi's Caterering of Dracut, MA.  The evening will include music for dancing by DJ / 
vocalist Gino DiMaio.  The social hour begins at 6:00PM with dinner served at 7:00PM.  If you 
would like to attend, the tickets are $30.00 per person.  

Brother Knights that are planning to attend the Christmas Party and have not yet paid, would you 
please mail your payment, by check made out to Knights of Columbus #4442, and mail to Wilfred 

Boutin, 8 Elm St., Epsom, NH, 03234.  When the payment is received, I will mail out the tickets to you.  If you have any 
questions, please call: 603-736-8491 

2014 State Charity Ball Raffle Ticket Winners   (Our council didn't win any prizes this year)

The following State Raffle Ticket winners were drawn at the 2014 NH State Ball 

Place Prize Name Council sold by
1. $3000   Mike Annis, Deerfield NH Epping Council #6850
2. $1000   Mike Goci, Milford NH Milford Council #3035
3. $500   Jeanne Thurber, Hooksett NH Hooksett Council #4961
4. $100   Denise Thomas, Keene NH Peterborough Council #5790
4. $100   Norm Lessard, Claremont NH Enfield Council #8027
4. $100   Dan Sweeney, Raymond NH Epping Council #6850
4. $100   Lionel Carle, Merrimack NH Merrimack Council #6725
4. $100   Erich Hoffer, Bay St.Louis, MS Nashua Council #11573 6
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Assembly 641 News:

The Vietnam Traveling Wall display came to Salem's Grant Field on October 15
through 20.  The Assembly, under Faithful Navigator Ken Akerley and Color Corps
Commander Frank Saglime, held an honor guard during the event.  Fr. John held a
blessing at the event.  Our council received a plaque as a “Bronze Star Sponsor” in
appreciation.  (Thanks to Jim Quinn who supplied these photos. -ed)

Salem Town “Christmas” Parade

Members of the
council and assembly
are invited to “show
the colors” and march
in the Salem Christmas
Parade.  Members of
the assembly are asked
to come in regalia; non-
4th degree are asked to
come with suit jacket.

Let's look spiffy!  Dave Wilson is making “seaworthy” our ship, the Santa Maria float.  All those marching should 
convene at the council hall by 11:15AM, Sunday, Nov 30.  After the parade, there will be soup and sandwiches at 
the council hall.

Dennis Groulx, Dick Collopy, Don Simmons, Chanel Simard, 
Frank Saglime, Ken Akerley, Bill Richards, Al Faucher (l to r)
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Knight of the Year Banquet: in Lou Stella's words...

Congratulations to Gene Bryant, our 2013-
2014 Knight of the Year.

(You can read Gene's biography on page 1.  That is
why I repeated it in this edition. - ed)

I truly hope Gene and his lovely wife Kelly, and the
Bryant family enjoyed their night!

To the best of my knowledge here are some results, I'm
still not sure on everything.
People that paid,    71.3
People that ate,      79
Meals paid for,        75 

Credits:
All knights and friends that attended...  Thank you.

 Bill Richards leading the way.
Paul St. Amand the do's and don'ts on Knight of the 

Year protocol and banquet.
Dave Thompson Ticket creation.
Sim Simard Hall set up   ( men's  work )
Al Faucher Hall set up   ( non men's work )
Jose Moreno Previous party info, keeping me
sane, and ticket sales/strong arm collection.

Sara Murray, Ella Pesce, Angela deChiara, Dolly Madden:
all, our lovely raffle sales ladies.

Ron Bourque Raffle manager and cash counter.

Special, Thank You, to :  Chief, " Frank Cutroneo and staff, “our cat-era, DBA: " Nothing But
The Best, " 617-905-2674.  And Mr.Richard Iannitelli and Assoc, Music Entertainment, DBA: "
Lets Dance,” 978-973-3302

And last but not least, my wife, Mary Ann, who most of you are aware of did everything I
couldn't and in her own way put this whole project together.   Amen.

Thank you , Honey.  :) xxx   

KOY Gene Bryant
“Don't laugh!  You're in charge next year!”

Maybe Gene will be in the next family photo!

GK Bill, Gene, and Kelly Taste testing!

Wanna buy a raffle ticket?

Lou and Mary Ann 
(At Fisher Cats game) 8



Coats for Kids 2014 Project: Paul St. Amand
Our council approved at the October 8 meeting $7,500 for the “Coats for Kids” 
program, through Supreme.  The need for winter coats is great, both in our town and 
in the surrounding area.  Last year, we purchased 24 cases of coats to distribute.  This
year, we purchased 32 cases, each case holding 12 coats, for a total of 384 coats, 
split evenly between boys and girls, in various sizes and styles.  With the cold weather
approaching, GK Bill Richards approved the paperwork, and I sent the order to 
Supreme on Thursday, Oct 9.  Then the wait began.  When will the coats arrive?  The 
story unfolds...

I got a telephone call on Tuesday, Oct 28, that an 18-wheeler would be dropping off 
three pallets of stacked coat boxes at the end of my driveway on Wednesday, 
“between 2:00PM and 5:00PM.”  Hurried emails to several Knights who had 
expressed an interest in helping previously were exchanged.  Our troops were at the 
ready!  At 3:00PM, the truck arrived and dropped the pallets.  I immediately alerted 
“the A team;”  Dick and Jean Collopy, Don and Linda Simmons, and my wife Peggy 
answered the call.  We gathered at the foot of the driveway, and loaded up cars and 
trucks with the boxes and brought them up my driveway and into the garage.  All the 

boxes were safely inside before the rains came.  Next, we sorted out the boy coat cartons from the girl coat cartons, and 
“branded” each girl coat with a Knights of Columbus, Council 4442, Salem NH label on the coat tags.  (We wanted the 
child to know where the coat came from!  Maybe we would recruit a future Knight?).  So much for Day One.

On Thursday, “Team 2” went into action.  Alan
Phair, Don Simmons, Dick and Jean Collopy
played the “Coat style shuffle” game.  (We don't
want one charity to get a case of coats all the
same style for their clients.  That could cause
some mean kids to say on the school playground,
“Hey, that's one of those Knight's charity coats...
you must be poor.”)  There were 16 cases of boys
coats, each case was a unique style.  So we
“shuffled” all the coats so that no case had two of
the same style.  I'd like to explain the algorithm,
but it is too confusing; we had several false starts
and re-sorts.  Finally, all the girl coats were
repacked into cartons and the boxes sealed up.
Alan said, “That wasn't so bad.”  But wait, “Sorry, Alan, that was just the girl coats; now we have the boy coats to unpack, 
brand, shuffle, and re-pack.”  The job was done with a smile.  At the end of the day, we had all 32 cases of coats marked 
with our KofC brand and ready to ship.  The garage was full of coats!

On Friday, I made deliveries to Ruth's House in 
Haverhill (6 cases) and the Salem Town Welfare 
Office (4 cases.)  The town office has a greater 
need, but they have limited space for the coats.  
With 10 cases gone, I was seeing light inside my 
garage.  I made calls to “people with big trucks.”  
Michael Banks and Al Faucher were the ones who 
were available for Saturday morning.  So “Team 3” 
came to my house, and we loaded up our three 
trucks with 20 cases and took them to the Salem 
Christmas Fund storage unit.  Those coats will be 
given at the Salem Toy Distribution nights; also, 
prior to that, as the Salem Town office needs more 
coats, we will replenish their stockpile.  Any 
remaining coats will go to Lazarus House.  Finally, 
on Monday, I delivered the last two cases of coats to
the Salem office of Catholic Charities.

The “Tape and Seal Team 5”

One from pile A, box 6; one from pile B, box 7...

Incoming inspection of 
one of three pallets
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Coats for Kids... continued.

I want to thank all those who helped or offered to help.  (I had
to turn down some help; my garage couldn't take any more 
people!)  Thank you to Alan Phair, Don and Linda Simmons, 
Gene Bryant, Bill Richards, Dick and Jean Collopy, Michael 
Banks, Al Faucher, Peggy St.Amand, and all those who work 
the bingo and Texas hold-em events.  Without your work at 
the charitable gaming for fund raising, the council would 
never have the money to buy so many coats!   My 
estimate is that it took 263 service hours by the 
gaming folks and 43 service hours by the 
“Coat” teams to pull off this drive. 

Thank you ALL!!

Lecturer’s Reflections, Ron Bourque... 
When I went to college, I went to school full-time during the day and held a full-time professional job at night.  It wasn’t 
fun, but after I graduated, it gave me a real edge over other grads who didn’t have my experience.

Shortly after graduation in ’73, I joined Raytheon as an engineer.  My experience helped me fit in with a group of 
managers that effectively ran the plant.  They were the movers and shakers so to speak.

On the day before Thanksgiving, the word went out, “down the Manor for a quick one after work.”  The Manor was the 
Shawsheen Manor some of you may remember.  I called it the last chance saloon.  Additionally, there was no such thing 
as a “quick one,” so I stopped at McDonald’s and got something to eat before showing up.

It was a great night with lots of good war stories.  I was learning a lot.  About 9:30, Bill (I won’t use his last name) stood up
and said, “I’ve got to go!  I’ve got to get the turkey for tomorrow.”

We all started laughing.  “Where do you think you’ll get a turkey at this time of night?”

“Everybody’s coming tomorrow.  I can’t go home without a turkey; she’ll kill me!”

We gave him directions to Raymond’s Turkey Farm.  The following Monday morning, we heard the rest of the story.  It 
seems Bill, who perhaps had had a little too much to drink, somehow found the place. 10
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“Everything was dark.  There wasn’t a light anywhere, so I went to the farm house and started ringing the bell and 
pounding the door.  The farmer finally answered wearing an old-fashioned night gown and cap like Ebenezer Scrooge in 
the movie.”

“I’ve got to have a turkey, please!”

“I’m sorry.  I don’t have any more fresh killed. The only ones I have are live.”

“I’ll take one!”

So the farmer got him a live turkey and put it in the back seat of his car.  Bill paid the farmer, who couldn’t make change, 
so Bill paid a lot for that turkey.  From there, he drove home to Lexington.

Now I’ve never had any experience with a live turkey, but according to Bill, they are always relieving themselves.  With 
every mile he drove, his car smelled more and more like a barn, and he was getting angrier and angrier.  When he finally 
pulled into his driveway, he was really mad.

When he tried to grab the turkey, it wanted no part of him.  He started chasing it around the car making the front as messy
as the back.  He got bitten a few times and that didn’t make him any happier.  He finally got the turkey and dragged it out 
of the car.  As he walked toward his house, he tripped on a step, fell over and lost his grip on the turkey, which promptly 
got away.  He started chasing it down the street and around the neighborhood for about an hour.  

He finally cornered it in his neighbor’s bushes and got down on all fours.  “Here turkey. Here turkey, turkey…”  Suddenly, 
he felt a tap on his shoulder.  He looked up to see not one, but two men in blue.  “Ah Officer, I’m just looking for my 
turkey.”

“Yeah sure.”  They frisked him, cuffed him and were leading him away when out of the bushes comes, “Gobble gobble.”

“Hey Joe, maybe there is a turkey in there.”  The officers caught the turkey and they all proceeded to Bill’s house.  They 
rang the front door bell and Bill’s wife finally answered.  When she opened the door, she saw two officers, one holding a 
live turkey and the other holding her husband. “Do these belong to you?”

“I’ll take the turkey, but you can keep him.”

Lecturer's REAL Reflections

We have so much for which to be thankful, our families, our jobs, our homes, etc.  And yet so often, we don’t think of 
thanking Him.  The Gospel at Mass on the day of our Council Meeting was about the ten lepers.  Our Lord healed all ten, 
but only one came back to say thank you.

Well, I had never thought of this before, but I want to thank Him that our numerous “meetings” at the Manor all those 
years ago never resulted in any casualties.  Nobody ever got hurt; our Guardian Angels must have been watching over 
us, Thank you Lord!

Please have a great Thanksgiving!

Vivat Jesus!

Ron Bourque
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(Below is from our Parish Bulletin, Nov 15-16. 
Requested by Dave Thompson – ed)

The Host is asking for your help...
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