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Council 4442 Knightly News
From the desk of the Grand Knight
Easter Sunday is April 1st I wish each of you
and your family a happy and blessed day.
Brother Ken Akerley received the John P.
Ganley Award at the annual St. Patrick's Day
Memorial Luncheon at the Salem Boys and
Girls Club. Please be sure to congratulate him
if you were unable to attend the luncheon.
Friday, March 30, 2016 is Good Friday. There
will be Walking Way of the Cross beginning at
St. Joseph’s at 9:00 A.M. and ending at Pine
Grove Cemetery, with stops commemorating our Lord's suffering along
the way.
The State KofC Convention will be held on April27 thru 29,2018 at the
Radisson Hotel, Nashua, NH. If interested please give me a call
Sir Knight Robert W Garand, KofC State Veterans Affairs Chairman, USN
Retired, has received a donation from Catholic Veterans for Brother
Knights who served in the military. He has pins for each branch of
the military. If you would like a pin representing your branch , send me
your name and indicate the branch of service at: pgpeagle@aol.com All
request must be to me by March 27,2018.
Do you have 9 hours or less to spare – Meals on Wheels is looking for
back-up drivers, help at the site to package the meals, kitchen clean up.
Contact April Coggon at: 893-2137. This is a paid position plus mileage
reimbursement.
As always, please remember you don’t have to miss a meeting. Just call
me and I will arrange transportation for you.
I know that the weather has
not been great these past
few weeks, but spring
cannot be that far behind.
Think Spring!
As always, I leave you with:
Safe Travels, Good Health, and God Bless
VIVAT JESUS
David C. Thompson Jr. GK

Quickie CALENDAR

Council Meeting Notes – March 14
UNOFFICIAL

March Madness Meeting
Blood Drive
Thursday, March 22 1:00-7:00PM
Hall
(Butch Kealey)

(Taken from notes of the DGK, Paul St. Amand)
Call to Order at 7:30. 25 members attending. All officers
present except Dan Norris, Mike Banks, Norm Comeau, Paul David, each
excused. Minutes were read by worthy deputy, deputy Recorder, Tom
Campbell, filling in for Mike Banks, filling in Norm Comeau, and accepted with
no corrections.

Chaplain's Time:
Fr. Tom talked about the Easter Vigil as the climax of
the Lenten season, Jesus rising from the dead, and
bringing us salvation. As we say in the Preface at
Mass, “It is our duty and our salvation, always and
everywhere to give you thanks...” We give thanks
because of the salvation given to us by Christ.

Mardi Gras Gala Fundraiser
St. Joseph Regional School
Saturday March 24, 7-11PM
Atkinson Country Club
$50/pp
(Gene Bryant)
Walking Way of the Cross
Good Friday, March 30, 9:00AM start
St. Joseph Church
(Fr. Tom)
Set Up for Easter Mass
Set up chairs at St. Joe gym
Saturday, March 31, 8:30AM
(Dave Thompson)

In the “Exsultet” Easter Proclamation of the Easter
Vigil Mass, we hear... “O love, O charity beyond all
telling, to ransom a slave you gave away your Son!
O truly necessary sin of Adam, destroyed completely
by the Death of Christ!
O happy fault that earned so great, so glorious a Redeemer!”
The new light of Christ dispels the darkness, dispels all evil, and washed away
our guilt.

GK Opening Remarks:
•
•

Easter
Sunday, April 1
Celebrate Mass at your parish
(The Risen Lord)

•

•
Scholarship Committee Meeting
Thursday, April 12, 7:00PM
(meeting is open to all members)
hall
(Joe Stafford)
Set Up for Volunteer Appreciation
Set up chairs and tables at gym
Tuesday, April 24, 8:30AM
(Dave Thompson)

(see also the first page “From the Desk of the GK” for some remarks
as well as the DD report below.)
On March 3, Mary Roy was honored at the Granite Award dinner; she
had just returned from Honduras the day before.
Past State Deputy Wayne Griffin wrote requesting a donation or
special event to support Special Olympics and sending athletes to the
USA games.
We received the “Pillar Award” from the Chamber of Commerce. The
award breakfast is April 10 at Caselton. Tickets are $25. Contact
Dave if you want to attend.

“Thank Yous” received from:
• Pregnancy Care Center
• From Dennis and Irene Groulx for our prayers and support
• (From several more people and organizations, none of which I
remember or can read from my notes. Sorry. ed)
Tip of the hat to:
Mike Petrilli and Paul St.Amand who
covered our Santa Maria float before the
snow storms hit again, (and again.)
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Treasurer's and Financial Secretary's Reports: Bob Fournier and Charlie Walsh
Bob updated us on the current financials of the council accounts. Charlie reported on 14 checks written last month and
that the headcount steady at 243. There are 14 unpaid members after multiple letters and emails and phone calls, at risk
of suspension. Reports accepted as read.

Committee Reports – Paul St.Amand conducting for Mike Banks:
Culture for Life
No report tonight.
Veterans Activities – Rico Casaletto
The next event is the white clover drive, on May 11 and 12. Volunteers are always welcome to attend.
The dedication of the Veteran's Bench that we donated will be on May 27. Carpools will leave at 2:00PM. (Check next
month to verify the time and departure point. - ed)
Bingo – Ron Bourque:
Ron reported on the Bingo this year. It was a slow start because of the snow storm cancellations for two
nights. But results are still good though a bit behind last year's great results, due to the storm. Thanks to
Paul Simard, Lou Stella, and the bingo crew, and of course, Thanks be to Almighty God for granting us these
funds to use for charity.
Texas Hold-em – Gene Byrant reporting for Larry Belair:
The May events are coming up. There are 10 nights that our Council has. Based on hearsay,
the poker room at the “Grand China” is doing very well, with some charities taking in more
money than when the poker was held at Rockingham. Members commented that the parking
lot is always full of customers. This bodes well for the council!

Blood Drive – Butch Kealey
The next Blood Drive is Thursday March 22nd.
Butch Kealey is looking for volunteers. A volunteer doesn't have to work all the hours of
the drive (1PM – 7PM). If you can help for just a few hours, that would be appreciated.
Just show up!

Tootsie Rolls Drive – Pete Klecan
Pete reported the dates for the Tootsie Roll Drive as Wednesday June 6th at the land fill and June
8,9, &10 at designated locations in town. Letter to the stores have been sent out. The Tootsie Rolls
are ordered from State, and we await delivery. Next month, Pete will bring in the “sign up” posters.
Sign up early to get your favorite day and hours and location!

Scholarship Committee – Joe Stafford
Joe will be calling for a committee meeting on Thursday, April 12, at 7:00PM at the hall. The meeting to discuss how the
increased prize budget should be allocated and under what conditions. Any member of the council is invited to attend.
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Relay For Life
Dr. Stan Gorgol asked to speak on the Relay for Life, which our council has been part of for a long
time. He lamented the reduced attendance and activities to honor the cancer survivors and victims.
This is attributed to competing events in other towns. In the past, our council did breakfasts, cooked
food at the event (and many folks were hungry last year), and had raffle prizes. He would like to
revive our efforts, and would be willing to help chair the event. Some members commented that some
activities took up a lot of hours and returned very little in profit to donate. He is looking for all inputs
as to what really worked and what was not a good “return” on the efforts we did. Contact him.
Fund Raiser for Salem Fire Victims – Tom Campbell
Tom gave a report on the spaghetti supper that was done to raise money for the fire victims. This was truly a community
coming together, with the fire and police department cooking and cleaning, baked good donated by church groups, etc.
This was probably the best “press coverage” we have had, with statewide Chanel 9 WMUR TV reporting on the news.
Kudos to Butch Kealey, who organized a 50-50 raffle to raise some big bucks, especially when the winner's prize was
donated back to the fund raising pot. We raised $5,600 in one night.
Editor Alert! From the editor Paul St.Amand
I send out the newsletter in both electronic and print versions. I am constrained in number of sheets (6 maximum) for the
36 print version customers. When an edition would be too thick or heavy to mail, because there would be too many
pages requested to be included by too many people, I will present only a concise version for a print edition. I think this
will give the print readers good coverage of all the news of the council and that they can seek out the additional details on
individual items as they wish. The electronic edition will have all the extra pages in an appendix; the electronic file will be
bigger but that is free via downloads.
If it has been your custom to print the newsletter file at home, you might want to restrict the pages you actually print.

Old Business
Notice of Motion that was tabled at the February meeting: Larry Belair, as presented by Gene Bryant, requested
$15,000.00 for the Salem Boys & Girls Club to be paid in quarterly increments. This would be taken from the “Make a
Difference” budget line item. Motion remained on the table at the March meeting, to await Larry's return from Florida.

New Business
Trustees:
•
•
•

Reimbursement for Dave Thompson and Dick Collopy for attending the Granite Award dinner - $100 approved.
Restoration of Camp Fatima from storm damage. - $100 approved.
A Notice of Motion for $1,500 for “Stand up Salem” presented by Bruce Silver. This is a drug overdose prevention
program newly organized in Salem. It is supported by various church and civic groups. “Our coalition's mission
statement is to prevent and reduce substance misuse primarily focusing on Salem youth, while empowering the
community to support a full continuum of prevention, intervention, treatment and recovery. Recognizing that
prevention is the area that a community coalition can have the greatest impact, we are excited to be offering a
Prevention Parent Night on May 17th at the Woodbury Middle School.” The $1,500 is to sponsor the program that
night. See APPENDIX for details. The notice was tabled, to be voted upon at the April meeting.

From the floor:
•
•

Dave Thompson requested 11 KofC rosaries for the RCIA candidates. Approved (about $33.)
A Notice of Motion for $5,000 by George Masciarelli, to support the work of St. Jude Children's Research
Hospital. St. Jude Children's Research Hospital, founded in 1962, is a pediatric treatment and research facility
focused on children's catastrophic diseases. The hospital costs about $2.4 million a day to run, and there is no
cost to the patient to be treated. It is located in Memphis, Tennessee, and is a nonprofit medical corporation
designated as a 501(c)(3) tax-exempt organization by the Internal Revenue Service.
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District Deputy Report – Bill was at an Assembly Call to Muster
From Bill... Greetings from our State Deputy Glenn Camley.
Important Dates
• Mar. 25 Prolife Seminar St Joseph Cathedral; Manchester, NH Free Will offering lunch by the
Ladies of Isabella 12:00 pm to 4 pm
•
Mar. 30 Waling Way of the Cross from St Joseph Church; Salem, NH 9:00 am to 12:00 pm
Encourage K of C to actively participate
• Apr. 27 – 29 Radisson Hotel; Nashua; NH (Motion to cover cost of GK and DGK or delegate.)
• May 19 K of C Camp Fatima Work day. Encourage member participation in preparing the
camp for the upcoming camping season for the kids.

Important Programs
• The VAVS director, Bob Ballard is asking that the council provide a listing of veteran members of the council who
would like to have a free military pin. The form supplied in the state newsletter needs to be submitted by April 1.
• Special Olympics: PSD Wayne Griffin has challenged all the councils in the state to
• perform a program raising money specifically for the sending of 16 athletes to the USA
• Games. He is also accepting cash donations
Exemplifications
• The 4th degree exemplification is June 16 St Jude Church; Londonderry. Encourage active council activity in
advancing current members to the 4 th degree.
• 1st degree exemplifications: 3/19 St Elizabeth Seton Bedford, NH 7:00 pm, 3/31 St Thomas Aquinas Derry, NH
10:00 am, 4/13 St John the Evangelist Hudson, NH
• 2nd /3rd degree exemplifications: Apr 14 Belmont, NH, May 19 Keene, NH
Council Activities
• Parish Membership Drive April – May (Dave has set the date for weekend of April 14-15. -ed)
• Council Fifth Wednesday Membership Program
• Council should consider a means of offering a special mass to celebrate founding of the order in a mass around
Founders Day.
• World Day of Prayer for Vocations is April 22. Council should offer a means of celebration of vocations in Apr.

GOOD OF THE ORDER
We will have elections for council officers at the June meeting. Dave has asked Chanel Simard, Alan Phair, and Larry
Belair to canvas the members and prepare a slate of officers. Anyone wanting to continue or to start being an officer,
please contact them. Self-nominations are always welcome and eagerly sought!
The council will have the membership drive April 14 and 15. Dave is seeking volunteers to speak at each mass and / or
to hand out Form 100s and literature after the mass. (Don Simmons said, “If you are going to Mass anyway, you might as
well volunteer to help out!” He took one of the Masses at MQP. There are plenty more opportunities! Help the council
recruit new members. -ed)

Lecturer Report: Ron Bourque
Ron presented his reflections on our winter...
It has come to my attention that not everyone is enjoying the marvelous winter we’ve been
having! Oh, so many people are complaining about the snow, 3 nor’easters in 11 days and
another one on the way…
Now, there’s no way we can stop it, why not make the best of it and enjoy the beauty? Here’s a
poem written about 150 years ago (before the Weather Channel) by Ralph Waldo Emerson.
(See APPENDIX for Ron's full talk and the poem. -ed)
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Corporation Hall Rental Policy
For hall rental call George Masciarelli at 603-893-3035. Or, go to the council web site and
contact him through email. George will match your needs with available dates and send
you a rental agreement for your signature and deposit. You must be a member of Council 4442
and/or Assembly 0641 to rent the Corporation Hall, and, you must remain at the hall during the
rental period. Full details of fees and policies are available on the web site: Corporation
Hall Rental. (Any charity wishing to use the hall must have a sponsoring Knight sign for it.)
George can also arrange for members to get a personal key to the corporation hall.

Knight of the Month – Richard Botti

Attendance Drawing
After pulling out 15 “loser” tags, the $50 March attendance
prize was finally won by Pete Klecan. (And he is a repeat
winner!)
The April drawing will revert to $10.

Closing Prayer and Blessing was led by the Fr. Tom . Amen!
Meeting adjourned at 8:52 PM.
“Ritchie” is recognized for his duties
as corporation secretary and
assembly secretary, as well as our
ever-vigilant outside guard.

Some Contact Information for our Council Members' quick access
If you have a question and need to talk and don't have email, one of us should be able to get you an answer!
Email links for GK, DGK, Chaplain, Corporation President are on the web site.
Grand Knight
Chancellor
Admissions
Trustee (3 yr)
District Deputy
Corporation

Dave Thompson
603.898.1217
Mike Banks
603.479.9470
??? (Volunteer! Your name here!)
Tom Campbell
603.548.9088
Bill Richards
603.893.1836
Mike Petrilli
603.893.4784

Deputy GK
Financial Sec.
Treasurer
Insurance
State Deputy
Hall Rental

Paul St.Amand....603.489.5978
Charlie Walsh
603.894.0048
Bob Fournier
603.893.8940
Matt DiCalogero 603 458 6408
Glen P. Camley 603.682.5318
George Masciarelli 603.893.3035

Veterans Activities 2018 – Rico Casaletto
Rico's schedule for our council's activities for 2018 in support of the Veterans. As each event date approaches, he will
give the details. These events are also on the Council web site “EVENT CALENDAR.” < Click here.
White Clover Drive - May 11&12

VAMC Bingo - May 31

Pizza Party at Tilton VA Home - June 02

Veterans' Breakfast - Nov 2

VAMC Christmas Visits - Dec 9
We thank Rico for organizing these events. He does a great job keeping our council
active in support of our veterans.

6

Birthday Wishes
Happy Birthday to all our members getting another year older during March:
Robert E
Comtois
Donald H
Gagne, Sr.
Christopher K Alphen
Kevin M
LaSella
Raymond J
Chmieleski
Michael A
Pesce
Paul
R
Lamb
Craig J
Bonneau
Paul
G
St Amand
Gerald T
Little
Richard E
Tiner

Andre
James F
John B
James A
Stewart L
Stanley A
James S
Norman M
William J
Thomas D

Fauvel
Scharn
Bement
Casazza
Richardson
Gorgol
Keller
Comeau
Ganley, III
Sarcione

Assembly 0641 News: Meets the 3rd Wednesday of the month. Rosary at 7:00PM, meeting starts at
7:30PM. Snacks available at conclusion of meeting.
On March 14, 2018 a muster was called for an honor
guard at St. Patrick Church in Pelham, NH for the
confirmation of fifty children by Bishop McCormack.

Prior year contestants

Six members of the assembly in regalia represented the assembly, FN
Bill Richards, Richard Collopy, Tom Fanning, John Gryzic, Norm Aubin
and GK Jin Dolan.
Future Honor Guard
• April 27, 28, and 29, 2018 State K of C State Convention
Nashua, NH
• May 20, 2018 MQP; Salem, NH Confirmation
Confirmation at St. Patrick

In the past months... and in future months...

Work Parties
Looking to give an hour or two on a short-term, one time volunteer effort?
Set Up for Easter Mass, Set up chairs at St. Joe gym on Saturday, March 31, 8:30AM. Dave Thompson is the
organizer.
Set Up for Volunteer Appreciation Dinner
Set up chairs and tables at gym, Tuesday, April 24, 8:30AM. (This is school vacation week, so we have access to the
school gym in the morning.) Dave Thompson is the organizer.
From Parish Bulletin: All volunteers are cordially invited to attend the Annual Appreciation. Night Dinner. It is
being held in the St. Joseph School Auditorium on April 25 following the 6:30pm Mass at St. Joseph Church. If
you have volunteered in any capacity, please plan on attending! (I think we Knights qualify! - ed)
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Free Throw Competition Results

Atkinson Resort & Country Club
Saturday, March 24, 2018, 7PM to 11PM
$50 per guest
RSVP by Friday, March 2

Everyone who participated was a winner! Thanks to Mike
Schwing, Chanel Simard, Dave Thompson, and Al Faucher
Mail reply card with payment to
who were there to register and score the crowd of kids who
St. Joseph Regional Catholic School, 40 Main St. Salem
showed up.

For the event, we had exactly no kids show up.

Or purchase Online at:
St. Joseph School Mardi Gras Gala - Facebook

Ganley Award – Ken Akerley!
On Friday, March 16, our own Ken Akerley was
awarded the Boys and Girls Club annual Ganley
Award. As the citation reads, “The Chief John P.
Ganley Community Service Award is presented to an
individual “who has exhibited concern, involvement
and leadership in the community of Salem, while
providing inspiration to others through his or her
dedication , integrity, and courage in the manner
exemplified by Chief John P. Ganley during his life on
earth.”
This was a sold out event, with many town and state
dignitaries in attendance, including Governor Chris
Sununu, Senator Maggie Hassan, NH Senate
President Chuch Morse, town representatives and
officials, and a strong contingent of Brother Knights.
The Knights were at three tables, plus outposts at various other tables.
Ken told us that “This was never on my radar, never expected in my wildest dreams! It is the second most valuable 'prize'
I have ever won, the most valuable prize is the love of my life, 'Peg of my heart,' my wife of 61 years, Peg.”
For a full story, read the Lawrence Eagle Tribune, Saturday, March 17, page 1 and 7.
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Ken Akerley Award Luncheon

One Table of Knights

Ken and Peg

Three Tables of Knights

Ken with William Ganley, making the presentation.

Wow! I never
imagined this!

Ken and Retired State Trooper
Daniel Clark sing a duet.
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A bit of Blarney Reilly is walking through a graveyard when he comes across a headstone with the inscription
"Here lies a politician and an honest man."
'Faith now,' exclaims Reilly, 'I wonder how they got the two of them in one grave.
'O'Toole and his wife are in bed one night and they hear the neighbor's dog is barking its
head off in the garden. Somewhat disturbed by the noise, O'Toole explodes, 'Botheration and
that!' and storms off downstairs.
He comes back upstairs five minutes later and his wife asks, 'What did you do, O'Toole?'
O'Toole replies with a wide grin, 'I've put the dog in our garden so I did, now let's see how they like it.'
Donncha is shocked at finding out all his cows are suffering from "Bluetongue." 'Bejabbers,' Donncha murmurs, 'I didn't
even know they had mobile phones.'
Gallagher is in Boston and he is waiting patiently, also, he is watching the traffic cop on a busy street crossing.
The cop stops the flow of traffic and shouts, 'Okay pedestrians.' Then he allows the traffic to pass. He did this several
times, and Gallagher is still standing on the sidewalk.
After the cop has shouted 'Pedestrians' for the tenth time, Gallagher approaches him and says, 'Is it not about time ye let
the Catholics across?'
Murphy and O'Brien go out into the woods, they come to a clearing and see an abandoned well.
Murphy said 'I wonder how deep that well is?'
O'Brien said, 'There's one way we could figure it out'.
Murphy says, 'What's that?'
O'Brien says, 'We drop something down it, we time how long it takes to hit the bottom, you multiply that time 32 feet per
second squared, the rate at which objects fall in a vacuum, subtract a little for wind resistance, and we've got the depth of
the well'.
Murphy says, ' What are you going to drop down it?' Then O'Brien looked all around and he saw this big heavy log lying
on the ground. Next, he squats down by the log and, using his legs correctly, he gets it up onto his shoulders and
staggers over to the edge of the well, tips it up, drops it into the well and they start to count, 'One hippopotamus, two
hippopotamus, three .................... '
SPLASH!!!!
Murphy said, 'Three seconds!'
O'Brien said, 'Quick, multiply that times 32 feet per second squared!'
'288 feet!', Murphy said. 'Subtract a little for wind resistance, let's say 18 feet. The depth of that well is 270 feet deep'.
As he finished the calculation Murphy shouts, 'LOOK OUT!!' and he pushed O'Brien backwards, and a goat ran between
them and jumped head first down the well. Murphy said, 'My God, I've never seen anything like that'.
Just then a farmer walks into the clearing and said, 'What's going on here, boys?'
O'Brien says, 'We just figured out the depth of this well to be about 270 feet deep, and then the strangest thing happened.
A goat ran between the two of us and jumped head first down into the well.'
The farmer says, 'Thank heaven it wasn't one of my goats.'
Murphy says, 'How do you know it wasn't?'
And the farmer says, 'Because all of my goats are tethered to big heavy logs.'

10

APPENDIX
Notice of Motion for Stand Up Salem - $1,500
Dear Knights of Columbus members,
My name is Amy Healey and I am the Chairperson of Salem's only drugfree community coalition serving Salem NH, Stand Up Salem. I know
many of you as my family and I are also active members of the Saints
Mary and Joseph Parish family! I'm writing to you today with a request of
$1500.00 to support and sponsor a Stand Up Salem program that we
would like to provide to the Salem Community.
May is Prevention month and specifically May 13th-19th SAMHSA (https://www.samhsa.gov/prevention-week) celebrates
Prevention week. Stand Up Salem is very interested in making an impact during this week. Our coalition's mission
statement is to prevent and reduce substance misuse primarily focusing on Salem youth, while empowering the
community to support a full continuum of prevention, intervention, treatment and recovery. Recognizing that prevention is
the area that a community coalition can have the greatest impact, we are excited to be offering a Prevention Parent Night
on May 17th at the Woodbury Middle School. During this parent night we will focus on educating parents about the risk
factors and early use signs of substance misuse in preteens and teens.
As a headliner for this prevention parent night, we would like to host Melissa Fernald and her Mock Teenage Bedroom
program entitled Risky Business. Melissa Fernald is a Licensed Clinical Social Worker and is Master Licensed Alcohol
and Drug Counselor. In addition to her work as a clinician, she is also an active public speaker who has done events in 7
states. Risky Business is one of the presentations that she does. This presentation is an educational and interactive mock
bedroom set. Fernald builds a mock teenage bedroom with over 70 indicators of risky teenage behaviors. Participants
tour and explore the bedroom for a hands-on experience. Melissa then educates participants on the indicators in the
room as well as current trends. Most importantly, audience members learn how to have difficult conversations with teens
about drugs and alcohol. This program has become an integral training for parents, educators, law enforcement and
medical professionals. Participants receive specific education on marijuana trends, alcohol use and opiates. After the
presentation, Fernald makes herself available for participants to ask further questions and gain more information.
Though she has not been in Salem before, she has been nearby. SoRock coalition has brought her into their
communities. She has also presented in Windham and Pelham as well as several Massachusetts communities. Bringing
her to Salem is a logical next step and we look forward to having her present for us. For more information check out her
programs online at mfernald.com.
The Stand Up Salem (SUS) coalition was formed in June of 2015 by a group of concerned individuals representing key
organizations and sectors in the community. An initial meeting was conducted to discuss substance misuse concerns and
develop a plan to more effectively address these issues in the region. During this meeting, community stakeholders
expressed significant distress at the rising drug problem in Salem and across the State of New Hampshire (NH). Many
community sectors described the impact of the substance misuse crisis on their sector and on the Salem community in
general. The Salem Fire Department stated that they were seeing a dramatic increase in overdoses and Narcan
administration in recent years. In particular, from 2013 to 2015, total overdose calls increased 129% from 52 to 119. The
Chief of Police at the Salem Police Department echoed these concerns and noted other gaps within the community,
“There are very few prevention or treatment options, arrests and enforcement of the law are our primary roles.” The Boys
& Girls Club of Greater Salem reported that kids in their programs are also being affected by their parents’ misuse of
alcohol and drugs. Other concerns brought forward at the stakeholder meeting included the lack of evidence-based
strategies currently in place.
The initial group of stakeholders decided that it was critically important to address substance misuse concerns in Salem
and immediately identified other community leaders and key sectors missing from the discussion. As the group began to
expand and meet on a bi-weekly basis, Stand Up Salem (SUS) was formed as Salem’s official community prevention
coalition. With technical assistance and support provided by prevention specialists from the NH National Guard
Counterdrug Taskforce, a mission statement was developed for SUS. Over the next few months, SUS began to
implement some basic outreach and communication activities through local media outlets to raise awareness of the
ongoing drug crisis, as well as provide information about the coalition and its activities. During this time, SUS members
began a data review process to better understand the key substances and risk factors of concern. While they had
access to some youth data from surrounding communities, it was clear that coalition members faced a significant
11
challenge accessing Salem-specific youth data. The Salem School District had not historically participated in the

collection of data through the Youth Risk Behavior Survey (YRBS), the primary survey tool used by other schools and
communities across NH to assess substance misuse concerns. Thankfully, during the formation of SUS, members
ensured that all key community sectors, including the school district, were well represented on the coalition. Since this
trust had been developed among members and the need for local data was well articulated to school administrators, the
coalition was able to receive support from school leadership to administer the Salem Substance Misuse Risk Assessment
(SMRA) in early 2016 at both the high school and middle school levels. These results were paramount in guiding SUS
through a data driven root cause analysis, providing a framework for determining the priorities of the coalition.
SUS has been able to achieve several positive outcomes that work to impact youth substance misuse. In addition to
having an active Steering Committee, well-represented by the 12 community sectors that meets on a monthly basis, SUS
is consistently present at Salem events and festivals. These activities assist the coalition in raising awareness of its
mission and solidifying its presence as a vehicle for promoting positive community norms.
While SUS has not yet benefited from significant funding, it has been organized, has had dedicated community leaders
and volunteers and has received invaluable guidance and support from prevention specialists with years of experience in
coalition building, following the Strategic Prevention Framework (SPF). SUS has also implemented specific strategies that
engage youth leaders, including the “Sticker Shock” Campaign, aimed at raising awareness among adults about the risks
and legal ramifications of providing alcohol to minors. This activity was held in both 2016 and 2017 and was the perfect
example of engaging the right partners, leveraging community capacity, and implementing an environmental strategy
designed to impact social access to alcohol, a well identified community risk factor. Other activities designed to impact
community risk factors included participation in the DEA’s Prescription Drug Takeback Day multiple years running.
Coalition members, in partnership with the Salem Police Department, promoted this event and distributed resource
information to residents as they disposed of their medications, while also providing context for the importance of this
strategy in decreasing youth access to prescription drugs in the home. SUS has also been publicly recognized for its
efforts and will be the 2017 recipient of the Childrens' Champion award, an annual recognition by the Salem Family
Resources organization for individuals or organizations who show significant support of Salem’s children. These
examples provide a snapshot of the many successes achieved by SUS since its formation.
SUS has a dedicated Steering Committee with strong leadership and an action-oriented reputation in the Salem
community. The Steering Committee, which includes each of the 12 sector representatives, has overseen all aspects of
the coalition’s development since inception. Other primary responsibilities of the Steering Committee include
development, oversight and monitoring of the coalition’s plans, as well as its budgets and resource development
activities. Steering Committee members were carefully selected based on their ability to provide strong leadership,
leverage resources and relationships, and influence positive community change concerning substance misuse and
related risk factors. In addition, founding members researched other successful models of coalition development and
followed the guidance developed by the Drug Free Communities Support Program (DFC) and Community Anti-Drug
Coalitions of America (CADCA) to determine appropriate representation for the coalition.
SUS has developed officer roles and responsibilities for the coalition, including the following two-year term leadership
positions: Chair, Vice Chair, Secretary, and Treasurer. The coalition Chair, Amy Healey, is responsible for facilitating
monthly Steering Committee meetings, communicating with coalition members in between meetings, overseeing outreach
activities and acting as the coalition’s primary spokesperson. Amy is a parent to three students in the Salem School
District and is an active member of the Salem community. She dedicates 10-30 hours per week to this role, provides
tremendous support to Steering Committee members, and leads SUS sponsored events. The Vice Chair, Donna Morris,
presides over meetings in the Chair’s absence, consults with the Chair, and provides other support as needed. Donna
also serves as the Civic/Volunteer sector representative. The Secretary, Tom Gerdts, takes meeting minutes, maintains
the current Steering Committee roster, and serves as custodian for all SUS records and reports. Tom also serves as the
Religious/ Fraternal sector representative. The Treasurer, Judi Ryan, prepares budgets, approves expenditures, and
maintains all financial records on behalf of SUS. Judi serves as the healthcare sector representative for the coalition. The
Salem Boys and Girls Club is currently serving as the fiscal agent for Stand Up Salem.
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Lecturer’s Reflections – Ron Bourque
It has come to my attention that not everyone is enjoying the marvelous winter we’ve been having! Oh, so many people
are complaining about the snow, 3 nor’easters in 11 days and another one on the way…
This is New Hampshire. It is winter, and yes, we get snow. If we move to warmer climes, we look forward to hurricanes,
tornadoes or even earthquakes. There is no heaven on earth, each local has its drawbacks.
If we think back to when we grew up, we probably loved snow. In my case, I had to shovel the front walk, the back walk,
a long sidewalk and the driveway. Then I had to go shovel out my grandparents a block away (Memère’s apple pie was
delicious!). Then there were a few old ladies across the street, and of course, I hated shoveling.
But then, the fun started, and we’d go sledding or build a snow fort with lots of snowballs. If conditions were right, we’d
build a snow man.
Admittedly, I was younger then, but I never heard my parents or even my elderly grandparents complain about the snow.
It was just a normal part of life. What changed? The media play 39 verses of “Ah gee, ain’t it awful” with every storm,
and we start thinking that way.
Now, there’s no way we can stop it, why not make the best of it and enjoy the beauty? Here’s a poem written about 150
years ago (before the Weather Channel) by Ralph Waldo Emerson.
THE SNOW-STORM
Announced by all the trumpets of the sky,
Arrives the snow, and, driving o’er the fields,
Seems nowhere to alight: the whited air
Hides hills and woods, the river, and the heaven,
And veils the farm-house at the garden’s end.
The sled and traveller stopped, the courier’s feet
Delayed, all friends shut out, the housemates sit
Around the radiant fireplace, enclosed
In a tumultuous privacy of storm.
Come see the north wind’s masonry.
Out of an unseen quarry evermore
Furnished with tile, the fierce artificer
Curves his white bastions with projected roof
Round every windward stake, or tree, or door.
Speeding, the myriad-handed, his wild work
So fanciful, so savage, nought cares he
For number or proportion. Mockingly,
On coop or kennel he hangs Parian wreaths;
A swan-like form invests the hidden thorn;
Fills up the farmer’s lane from wall to wall,
Maugre the farmer’s sighs; and at the gate
A tapering turret overtops the work.
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