
From the desk of the Grand Knight
Worthy Brother Knights:

“It’s the most wonderful time of the year…” or so the song says. It’s 
certainly one of my favorites.  But with all the commercialism associated 
with Christmas, it’s so easy to lose sight of “the reason for the season.”

During Advent, I reread Book One of “Ben Hur – A Tale of The Christ”; it’s 
actually four books written by General Lewis Wallace.  If you saw the 
movie with Charlton Heston years ago, the first few minutes showed the 
Three Kings following the star to Bethlehem.  It also showed St. Joseph 
and Our Lady on the donkey heading there as well, and then that glorious 
night.

Book One is that story in a lot more detail.  Did you ever wonder how the 
three kings came together?  One tradition says Gaspar was from Greece, 
Melchior from India, and Balthasar from Egypt.  They met in the desert 
having been led by the Holy Spirit. 

Now, what do you think the chances are that the three of them spoke the 
same language?  Could it be that the Holy Spirit worked the same miracle 
as on Pentecost when the Apostles spoke and everyone could hear them 
in their own languages?

The book is incredibly well researched and General Wallace had to have 
spent considerable time in the Holy Land because he makes the 
geography come alive.  You feel like you’re right there watching the whole 
thing.  I find it far more fascinating than any of the tales about the guy in 
the red suit.

When we watch the evening news or read the paper, it can be so 
depressing.  With all the scandals, murders, rapes, inflation, the crisis on 
our southern border, the pandemic, Afghanistan, Russian forces massing 
on the Ukrainian border, the list could go on and on.  It kind of makes you 
wonder if there are any good people left in the world because they hardly 
ever make the news.

I know people who think about this stuff all day long, and they’re not happy.
But that little baby born 2,000 years ago came into a messy world. He left 
Heaven to become one of us, put up with us for 33 years and even died on
the cross to save us from our sins and the mess we created.

Reading and meditating on the Christmas story doesn’t change what’s 
happening in the world, but it reminds me of the wonder of that Greater 
Power and the internal peace that only God can give.

Merry Christmas!  I wish you and your families the wondrous peace of that 
Holy Night and may 2022 be good to you.

Thank you for all you do for our Council and the people and organizations 
we serve.

Vivat Jesus!

Ron
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Council Meeting Notes – Dec 8
UNOFFICIAL 
Opening prayer led by Fr. Marc.  Officers not attending were
Dan Norris, Ed Lynch, James Harvey, all excused.  Minutes of
November meeting were read by Worthy Recorder Dan
Zavisza and accepted.  There were 37 people attending, with 
26 in the hall and 11 on ZOOM.  The start time was 7:30 PM.

After our opening prayer, we had a moment of silence and the playing of “Taps”
for our brother Sir Knight David C. Thompson, Jr, who died on December 3.  
(See page 9)

Chaplain’s Remarks
Fr. Marc commented on the Feast of the Immaculate 
Conception for tonight (Dec 8.)  Just as Mary said “Yes” to 
God, “Let it be done to me according to your word,” we, too,
are called by God.  There are many groups in our parish 
giving us the chance to grow in our faith.  I encourage all 
Knights and all men to “come back” and be active in our 
growing parish.

On Saturday, Dec 18, Fr. Marc will host a Men’s Quarterly Breakfast, at 
9:00AM – 11:00 in the council hall.

GK Opening Remarks: from the ZOOM screen
• Coronavirus, on upswing in NH – Welcome | NH COVID-19 Response
• Per Supreme by-laws, we will vote for a 2 Year Trustee to fill Dave 

Thompson’s spot at the January meeting. If you’re interested, contact 
Larry Belair.

• New Communications Director(s) are needed by July 1, 2022.

“Thank You” letters, cards, and notes received:
 Hand-made Thank You card from the Salem Boys & Girls Club.
 Julia Balzano for TAPS scholarship.
 Laura Balzano for TAPS scholarship.
 Father Kyle for our $5,000 donation to Salve Regina Academy in 

Berlin, NH.
 Christmas card from Mrs. Croteau and St. Joe’s Regional Catholic 

School
 Christmas card from Step Up Parents

Quickie CALENDAR

Live and ZOOM December meeting

Men’s Quarterly Breakfast
Saturday,  Dec 18, 9:00AM-11:00AM)

knights meeting hall
(Fr. Marc)

NH Right to Life March
Saturday, January 15

Manchester
(Pete Klecan)

Screening of Movie Unplanned
Saturday,  January 22
knights meeting hall

(Pete Klecan)

YES, We Have Pizza again!

Come Early to the Meeting!
Enjoy fellowship and a pizza

Wednesday, 6:30PM-ish
(Your Council 4442)

NEW Meeting Start Time

2nd Wednesday of month, 7:00 PM
We are starting 30 minutes earlier.

(council voted on Dec 8)
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Editor

https://www.covid19.nh.gov/


Tip of the hat to:
 Tom Campbell, Butch & Elaine Kealey, Dave Thompson, Bill Richards, Ed Lynch, Jay Capello, Paul & Kelly 

Lavoie, Mike Petrilli, Ed Hertzger, George & Sally Masciarelli, Roy Dennehy, Don & Linda Simmons, Bob Fournier 
& George Fredette for marching & helping with the Christmas parade festivities.

 Jay Cappello & Paul Lavoie for getting the Santa Maria into the Christmas parade
 George Masciarelli, Julian Roy, Ed Lynch, Al Cormier & Paul Lavoie for fixing & setting up the manger.

Treasurer's and Financial Secretary's Reports:  Bob Fournier and Al Cormier
Bob presented the monthly treasurer’s report.  Al Cormier gave his report.   We wrote out 13 checks and the
council membership, with Dave Thompson’s death, is 245.   Both reports were accepted as given.

At this time, Bob made the Notice of Motion for the yearly budget for
2022.  (See page 10).  This budget will be discussed and voted
upon at the January meeting.  Our income and expenses are
shown, and in particular, the “Major Donations” are listed.  All the
line items were reviewed and approved for inclusion in the
proposed budget by the Finance Committee on November 30.

The “Major
Donations” lists
charities that we
have donated to in
recent years, new charities that
we have approved for yearly inclusion, and deletes past charities that we
have removed from further contribution.  Rather than bringing up each 
item each year for discussion, they are included in the yearly budget.  
Upon approval of the budget by the council, checks will be issued on a 
schedule without further discussion.  For example, the council 
contributes $1,000 to the Honduran Mission each year; the finance 
committee recommends we continue with that item; thus it appears in 
the 2022 budget.  Some charities were dropped; some charities were 
added.  The council as a whole can vote to add or subtract items at the 

January meeting.  (The budget includes $1,000 per month for “off the floor” donations made at our meetings.)

Committee Reports – DGK Joe Balzano conducting

Membership/Admissions – Norm Comeau (from ZOOM)
A candidate was proposed for admission into the council and approved.  Norm will set up the degree process.  (I did not 
catch the person’s name. -ed)

Culture of Life –   Pete Klecan and Dennis Groulx  :  

 The ultrasound we’re donating to the Merrimack Valley Pregnancy Care Center in Lawrence has been approved 
by Supreme – check for $12,258, matched ours, machine is now on order.

 Birthright baby basket drive will be gift cards.  There is a NOM below.
 NH Right to Life March for Life is Saturday, January 15th   More details at the January meeting.
 KofC Day of Fasting, Rosary & Benediction for Respect Life – January 20th & 21st – St. Mark’s in Londonderry
 Knights will screen the movie, “Unplanned” in the council hall on January 22nd with our parish Pro-Life Group. 

There will be pizza ordered.  Also, the “real life” Abby Johnson talk will be shown.
 On Dec 11, the pro-life chairmen of several local councils will meet at St. Matthew.  Pete Klecan is our chairman. 

The idea is to share ideas and organize events effectively.  
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Finance Committee at work.
(Ignore glare from bald heads.)

Bob Fournier
“Guys, does this add up?”

http://www.kofc4442.org/bylawsguidesforms/gkproceduresandguides.html


Troops and Veterans Report – Chanel Simard
Chanel Simard has accepted the reporting duties for this activity.  

Web Site / Newsletter / Communications – Paul St.Amand
“Six geese a laying, Five golden rings / months” ….  to go to my retirement.  Nothing to report now.

Tootsie Roll Drive – Pete Klecan
We will be writing out checks to five local charities, from the net proceeds of our bingo campaign.  The organizations we 
continue to support are “Play Among the Stars,” “Kimi Nicols Center,” “Bridging the Horizons,” “Camp Fatima,” and 
“Special Olympics – Salem Blue Devils.”

Bingo – Ron Bourque:  
Ron reported that we have achieved our best year ever!

Thanks to Paul, Lou, and Almighty God.
Check out the Bingo Face Book page at: Bingo at the Veterans Hall.

Texas Hold-Em – Larry Belair (reporting by email from his deck chair in Florida)
"The six nights of Poker held last month were far better than expected.  The Council proceeds
for the session combined with earlier in the year receipts, puts us well over our budgeted
projections, and with one more night to go.  This is more than we have ever made through
Texas Hold-’em Poker.”

Blood Drive –     Butch Kealey   

Results of the drive on November 18 was 57 pints.

Butch Kealey, Elaine Kealey, Ed Lynch, Norm Comeau, Mary Campbell, Tom 
Campbell, Ed Herger, Dave Demers contributed a total of 39 service hours.

  (See the council calendar for all dates. - ed)

The dates for 2022 have been set by the Red Cross and are listed in our council calendar.  The next drive is January 
20.

St. Joseph Regional Catholic School – Gene Bryant
There was a school board meeting on December 7.  Gene reports that there are 183 students attending, with a waiting list
of about 10 students for each class.  The School is doing very well.  The shortage now is finding teachers so that the 
school could increase the enrollment.  The school charity auction is March 19 (the Feast of St. Joseph -ed)

Corporation News – Mike Petrilli
George Masciarelli was given a round of applause, as he retires from the duties of Rental Hall Manager.  As a 
replacement in the interim, Mike Petrilli, Corporation President, will assume the duties.

Council Christmas Party – Rick Veilleux
As you all know, the Christmas party, scheduled for December 11, was canceled for lack of support.  (COVID ???)
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Council to Council Grant Program – Larry Belair (again reporting by email from poolside…)

"The Council-to-Council program is all set to go.  Although we could initiate our plans without formal acceptance by the 
State Council, I can report that the State Deputy Ray Lemay advised me that before endorsing our plan, the State Council
wants to be sure that Supreme doesn't have an issue with the plan as presented.  State has submitted the plan to 
Supreme and we're just waiting to hear.  The C-to-C committee feels that the most effective way to get the word out will be
through the State Council and the 15-18 District Deputies.  Our thanks to our DD George Fredette who has already let the
word out that the program is coming."  We have proposed a line-item total for the 2022 budget to cover these donations.

Old Business:

The following Notices of Motion were each removed from the table and opened for discussion.  Each motion was 
approved unanimously by the council.  (Description of each motion was published in the November newsletter.)
Approved:

 Notice of Motion for $12,000, the estimated value of our ramp inventory to transfer to Easter Seals.
 Notice of Motion for $1,000 to Father Brian’s Dominican Republic Mission Fund.
 Notice of Motion for $5,000 to national Catholic Charities.

New Business:

Notice of Motion by Ron Bourque of $1,000 to purchase gift cards to replace the Birthright baby basket drive.

Trustees:
There were no money requests tonight.

From the Floor:
A request by Ken Tarara for up to $500 for a mercy meal at the hall for David Thompson.  -  Approved.

A suggestion by Chris Conard to move the monthly council business meeting start time thirty minutes earlier to 7:00 PM.  
Motion was discussed and voted upon.  Motion approved by a vote of 23 in favor to 6 opposed.  Live business meetings 
will now start at 7:00 PM, with ZOOM web site opening up around 15 minutes prior.

District Deputy Report – George Fredette
George sent an email report.  He is recovering from a cold...

I am choosing to stay home and rest because I have the onset of a cold.  I hope to crush this
sniffle so I can enjoy the holiday season.

Thank you for your generous support of the RSVP program.  The gifts were delivered to Ed 
McCann on Saturday, December 4 at the mid-term DD meeting.  (The RSVP program 
supports NH seminarians. -ed)

I have continued to inform other councils in District 8 of the Council-to-Council program, and 
I do expect that you will receive at least one application.

Thank you for allowing me to march in the Salem Christmas parade with 4442. I enjoyed the day.  (I wonder if 
George got his cold at the parade? -ed)

I look froward to seeing you all again on January 12.

Merry Christmas 5



Insurance Report – Field Agent Stephen White

Steve was not able to attend tonight.

More Contact Information for our Council Members' quick access:

If you have a question and need to talk, but don't have email, one of us should be able to get you an answer!
Email links for GK, Trustees, Hall Rental Manager, Corporation President, and more are on the web site.

Grand Knight Ron Bourque 603.898.1871 Deputy GK  Joe Balzano 603.458.5313
Chancellor Rick Veilleux 603.458.2727 Financial Sec. Al Cormier 603.893.4345
Admissions Norm Comeau 603-893-4791 Treasurer Bob Fournier 603.458.2829
Trustee (1 yr) Bruce Silver 203.887.8763 Insurance Steve White 603.894.4780
District Deputy George Fredette 603-801-1478 State Deputy Ray Lemay, Sr 603.674.0033
Corporation Mike Petrilli 603.893.4784 Hall Rental Mike Petrilli   603.893.4784

Corporation Hall Rental Policy
For hall rental call Mike Petrilli at 603.893.4784.  Or, go to the council web site and 
contact him through email.  Mike will match your needs with available dates and send
you a rental agreement for your signature and deposit.  You must be a member of Council 
4442 and/or Assembly 0641 to rent the Corporation Hall, and, you must remain at the hall 
during the rental period.  Full details of fees and policies are available on the web site: 
Corporation   Hall Rental.     FYI: the hall phone number is 603.893.3713.

Any charity wishing to use the hall must have a sponsoring Knight sign for it.  

George Masciarelli (603.893-3035) will arrange for members to get a key to the hall.  

GOOD OF THE ORDER

Lecturer of the Month (LOM) Reflection: 
During this meeting, we suspended the LOM talk.  The council members shared memories of Dave Thompson: his many 
council activities, his Marine Corp pride, his works of charity in the Salem community, his sense of humor, and his “Okay, 
let’s do it” can-do attitude were fondly remembered.

The usual recurring Monthly Reminders...

Knights Links – Happenings in our State and Supreme
Click here to access the State Council's Weekly News Brief

Click links for Supreme’s “Leave no Neighbor Behind”, “I  nto The Breach  ,” and “Everyday Heroes” videos.

Send all 4442 council activity reports to "activityreport@kofc4442.org”  
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October Knight of the Month:  
Pete Klecan received his certificate for his work on the 
Tootsie Roll Project.  GK Ron used a transporter beam 
to put the certificate into Pete’s hand via the ZOOM web 
site.

Shining Armor Award – David Demers
David received the Shining Armor award for completing within
his first year of membership the requirements of participating 
in 3 council activities, attending 3 meetings, meeting with the 
Insurance agent, and recruiting a new member.  This is an 
award of distinction that not many members achieve.

December Knights of the Month:  

Jay Cappello and Paul Lavoie were recognized for their work in preparing 
the Santa Maria float for the Christmas Parade.

Attendance Prize: 
The drawing was not held, because we 
forgot to get the pull numbers from the 
locked closet.  The January drawing will be 
for $50.  There will be a winner!  We will 
draw until someone present wins.

Closing Prayer: led by Fr. Marc.

Prayer intentions for Vinnie Sarcione, Kay 
Barretto, Dennis Groulx, Dave Thompson 
family, Alan Phair, Ken Akerley, Deacon 
Dave Costello, Pete Klecan, Ed Lynch, Dan 
Buck’s sister, Norm and Pat Comeau, Janet 
Gagne, and Fire Chief Bliss.

That’s a wrap!
Meeting adjourned at 9:05 PM. 
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Pete finally gets his certificate!
(ok, it’s a cheesy special effect -ed)Award to David Demers from Joe Balzano

Jay and Paul squeeze together for the photo.



In Past Months... in Future Months
Salem Christmas Parade  -Tom Campbell reporting
Thanks to the following people who, on a cold and cloudy Sunday, November 28, marched in the parade or helped with 
the refreshments at the conclusion:  Tom, Campbell, Butch Kealey, Dave Thompson, Bill Richards, Ed Lynch, Jay 
Cappello (Jay didn’t really march.  He got to drive the truck -ed), Paul Lavoie, Mike Petrilli (Mike didn’t march either.  He 
was taking part in a community boating event - ed), Ed Herger, George Masciarelli, Roy Dennehy, Don Simmons, Bob 
Fournier, Kelly Lavoie, Sally Masciarelli, and Elaine Kealey.  And special thanks to Jay Cappello and Paul Lavoie who 
cleaned up the Santa Maria float and got her “sea-worthy” for the parade.

Back Row Marchers
(Don Simmons looks dazed?) 

Here comes the parade !
(“Hi, Tom Campbell!”)

DD George Fredette and George Masciarelli 
wave to the camera.

Mike Petrilli (as “Cpt Jack Sparrow”)
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David C. Thompson, Jr
Obituary from Carrier Funeral Home, Windham, NH.

David C. Thompson Jr., 79 of Salem, NH, died Friday at Lawrence General Hospital, Lawrence, MA. Dave 
was born in Cambridge, MA, grew up and was educated in Lowell, MA.  He entered the US Marine Corps, 

where he served for 6 years, then entered and retired from the US Army reserves.  He was a resident of Salem, NH for 
many years.  He was the son of David C. Thompson, Jr. and Dorothy (Graham) Thompson of Lowell, MA.

Dave was a retired Letter Carrier for the Lowell, MA Post Office, where he worked for 22 years. Dave was a member and 
Past Grand Knight of Council 4442 and Past Faithful Navigator of Assembly 641 of the Knights of Columbus.  He was also
a member and held officer roles in organizations including The American Legion, AMVETS, and Veterans Association. He 
was also a Life Member of the Tewksbury Elks.  He was currently a member the Salem NH Council of Aging. He was a 
past member and held many positions in the various other fraternities and organizations.

Dave was an active member of Mary Queen of Peace Church in Salem, where he was member of the consolers and was 
a Eucharistic Minister. Dave was an incredible volunteer, who gave his time to so many charities, including the Greater 
Salem Care Givers, Salemhaven Nursing Home, Council on Aging in Salem, and worked the voting polls on election day. 
David was the recipient of John P. Ganley Service Award in 2016, where he was acknowledged by his community that he 
loved so much.

Dave was predeceased by his brother Paul R. Thompson and his former wife Kathleen (Scarth) Drelick.  He is survived by
his wife and best friend Lorraine E. (Silva) Thompson and loving children and grandchildren.

In the Knights, Dave was an active volunteer in many of our events.  He could always be counted on lend a hand, cook a 
meal, and give a smile to one and all.  He will be missed by his Brother Knights.
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Dave cooks up “parade” soup!”

Lorraine and Dave
at the October 2021 KOY banquet. “Never volunteer for anything”

was NOT Dave’s motto.

https://www.carrierfuneralhome.com/obituary/david-c-thompson-jr


NOTICE of MOTION  Major Donations
2022 KofC  Proposed Budget Birthright Gift Cards $1,000

Penacook Pregnancy Center, Manchester $3,000
Checking  Account Deposits Pregnancy Care Center, Merrimack Valley $4,000

Dues/ Admissions $3,016 ST Gianna's Place $5,000
Penny a Knight a Day $754 NH Catholic Charities $10,000
Friday Bingo $161,746 Catholic Charities Our Place Donation $7,500
Wednesday Bingo $188,122 NH Right to Life $10,000
Texas Holdem $90,000 St. Mary & Joseph Special Projects $35,000
Savings/Inv. Withdrawals $0 Saints Mary & Joseph Parish $20,000
Tootsie Roll Drive $12,000 St. Joseph's Community Needs $4,000
State Ball Raffle Ticket Sales $2,375 Salem Christmas Fund $1,000
State Ball Raffle Refund $1,200 Coats for Kids $7,000
Raffles/ Fund Raising $217 Easter Seals  Camp Snomo $2,500
Non "FR"Council Activities $2,773 Salem Scouts $0
Newsletter Ads/4th D. Donations $90 Salem B&G Club Summer Camp $5,000
Donations To Council $1,188 Tootsie Roll Drive $12,000
Misc./Interest $2,776 Salem Christmas Parade $500
Total Deposits $466,256 Relay for Life ($500 council donation) $500

Blood Drive $350
Salem Care Givers $1,200
Lazarus House $1,250

Expenses Honduran Mission $1,000
Total Donations $304,350 Racetrack Ministry (Mexico) $1,000

Rent $148,800 Christian Refugee Relief  Adopt-a-Parish $0
Newsletter/Network $1,500 Council to Council Fund $50,000
Postage $165 Penny a Day $750
Per Capita $1,500 Kidney Fund $2,500
K of C, Life Assessment/ Liability In $607 Priest Retirement Fund $5,000
Supplies/Equipment $1,069 St. Mathews Dominican Fund $2,000
Professional Services $1,500 Catholic Schools Tuition Assist (TAPS} $7,400
Salaries $600 St. John Newman Educational Trust Fund $10,000
Fund Raising  (State Raffle Pymt, etc $2,400 K of C Scholarship 20 @ $1000 $20,000
Non Fund Raising Activities $4,325 SJRC School Capital Projects $30,000
Misc. $85 Salve Regina Academy $5,000
Donation Reserve Fund Council to C $0 Seminarian Support $3,500
Building Reserve Fund $0 Seminarian Christmas Gift $500
Total Expenses $466,901 US Troops /Veterans $800

Warrior to Lourdes $2,600
Home For Our Troops $2,000
Wheel chair ramps (easter seals) $15,000
Salem Family Resources $2,500
Total Major Donations $292,350
Other Donations  (Off the Floor) $12,000
Total Donations $304,350

Exceptions are Tootsie Roll Drive, Penny A Da,y and the Relay For Life donations. These donations depend on money raised.

Requests for “Other donations” must be brought before the Trustees for their recommendations, prior to a vote by the membership.

When council revenues exceed council expenses the excess money on an annual basis is put in the Donations Reserve Fund. 
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Notes. The money in the Major Donations Account is approved with the budget approval; checks will be written as shown.

The Other Donations is the amount available on a monthly basis that can donated to various causes as they arise. 



Be a sponsor for this Newsletter.  Paul St. Amand, 603-489-5978; email to advertisements@kofc4442. 

DIFRUSCIA
LAW OFFICES

302 Broadway/Route 28
Methuen, Mass. 01844

MA  Tel: 978-687-1777
NH  Tel: 603-898-8198

www.difruscialaw.com

adifruscia@difruscialaw.com

34 North Broadway, Route 28,
SALEM, NH 03079

(603)893-9342

decoloreschristianbooks.com     

Bibles, Books, Gifts & Cards 

Stephen White
Field Agent
603.894.4780 
stephen.white@kofc.org
over 26 years of service

  

   Carrier Family Funeral Home
                 and Crematory

   38 Range Rd, Route 111, Windham, NH
                  603-898-9552
            Bob Carrier - Owner & Director

    Web: carrierfuneralhome.com
        
Serving Windham, Salem, Derry & So. NH 

JOE NASSAR
Certified Irrigation Contractor 

354 North Broadway,   Salem, NH 03079

www.nassarlandscaping.com
Office 603-893-5021   Cell 603-396-3333
Fax 603-894-9764    Web “Contact Us”

284 Main Street
Salem, NH 03079

978-683-9000
603-328-5192

dickstv@comcast.net
Rick Dubé  Owner

Douglas & Johnson
Funeral Home

Offering Cremation Services

214 Main St.    Salem NH 
603-898-8848

www.douglasandjohnson.com

Susan J. Hopkins J. Tyler Douglas
Mark A. Gosselin Paul D. Caillouette

Gene Bryant   
Independent Travel Agent   

gene@cruisetraveloutlet.com    

603-894-7245 x212
Cell: 603-475-9103

39 Main Street
Salem, NH 03079
www.cruisetraveloutlet.com

Advertise Here!
One year, twelve issues.

Print and Electronic Editions.
Only $75.00 for both.

Email Advertisements@kofc4442.org     
or Call 603.489.5978

Three Wise Men?
(Dave, Sim, Ken)

Dave during his GK term 
(2017-2018)

A “few” people knew Dave.
(Zoom in for a closer look at the
many people at the mercy meal.)
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