
From the desk of the Grand Knight
Worthy Brother Knights:

Years ago, I found myself sitting next to a doctor, an oncologist, on my way 
back from the Far East.  After we had exhausted the batteries in our 
laptops and couldn’t work anymore, we ordered drinks and chatted amiably.

I asked why some patients survive and recover from advanced cases of 
deadly cancers while others succumbed to relatively mild cases of far less 
dangerous cancers.  Without any hesitation, he said, “attitude.  When some
people hear the C word, they give up all hope, surrender and start dying.  
We can give you the best medical treatments available, but if you don’t 
cooperate by fighting the disease and expecting to survive and, it’s all for 
naught.

“The survivors, on the other hand, hear the C word and muster all their 
physical and mental resources to fight the disease expecting to win.  It can 
be a tough fight, but somehow, they never lose hope.  The best 
medications can only do so much.  Mind over matter is a huge factor, and it
can work for us or against us.”

Wow – if that’s true for cancer, I imagine it’s true for a lot of diseases and 
ailments.  I’ll bet it’s also a factor in treating COVID-19 patients.  As 
Christians, we believe in a loving God, who cares for us.  We can pray.  Our
Lord said, “If you are willing to believe you will receive what you ask for in 
prayer, it will be done for you.”  Faith is an incredibly powerful weapon in 
the mind over matter battle.

We can take this one step further.  If it works for sick people, why wouldn’t 
it work for those of us who are well?  Unfortunately, many of us are looking 
forward to a COVID Christmas.  We can weep and mourn over all the 
cancellations and our inability to get together with family and friends, or we 
can make the best of it and try to enjoy this blessed season as much as 
possible.

Our governments can cancel activities and parades, close and/or restrict 
businesses, and Heaven forbid, even close our churches again, but they 
can’t control our thinking unless we let them.  We know the real Christmas 
isn’t Santa Claus and all the presents; it’s the celebration of the birth of our 
Savior! 

The Spirit of Christmas in our hearts can conquer COVID and all it’s 
restrictions.  Please stay safe and have a very merry and blessed 
Christmas!!!  And may 2021 be your best yet.

Vivat Jesus,
Ron
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Council Meeting Notes – Dec 9
UNOFFICIAL 
(Taken from notes of ZOOM meeting host – Paul St.Amand)
Opening prayer led by Fr. Marc.  Officers not attending were
Dan Norris, Dan Buck, and Jay Cappello, all excused.
Minutes of November meeting were read by Worthy Recorder
Pete Klecan and accepted.  There were 27 people attending 
this ZOOM meeting.  The start time was 7:30PM; we finished at 9:20PM.

Chaplin Time:
Fr. Marc gave a short talk inspired by the November issue of Columbia’s article
of Fr. Michael McGivney, on the remarkable accomplishments of that one 
priest, born of Irish immigrant parents.  Fr. Marc wondered aloud about 
increasing the visibility of our charitable works as Knights of our parish, with 
perhaps a statue or painting of Fr. McGivney, to adorn Mary, Queen of Peace 
church.  The council does so much for the parish, and our deeds need to be 
acknowledged; that recognition might lead to increasing membership.

GK Opening Remarks: (and upcoming events)
 The corona virus continues to keep us in lock down and ZOOM mode. 

Most recently, Peter Klecan, wife Kristen, and their exchange student 
have all been diagnosed with the virus in their home.

 There are new guidelines for council meetings that Ron will start to in-
troduce in January, 2021.  The goal by Supreme is to hold meeting 
times to less than one hour.  Given the charity work we distribute, that 
might be a big challenge!

 Ron asked the members to “sigh up” to distribute prayer cards during 
the mass celebrating the Holy Family.  That mass is the weekend of 
Dec  26-27, between Christmas and New Year’s (Solemnity of Mary.)  
Members volunteered to serve for each mass.

 The State has the 2020 Rosary program.  Send any reports on 
rosaries that are said to Gene Bryant, who will aggregate the totals.

 The State convention will be held on April 30 thru May 2 at the Red 
Jacket Inn in Conway, NH.  More details later… and vaccine willing.

 Remember to send report to Mike Banks: “activityreport@kofc442.org.”

“Thank You” letters and notes received:
 Gertrude Bamford for the Memorial Stone & ceremony.  She thanked 

the members of the council for their show of love for Wil.
 Diocese of Manchester for our $5,000 donation to the St. John Neu-

mann Fund that supports all Catholic schools in the state.
 Camp Fatima for our $2,000 donation
 Pregnancy Care Center for our $2,000 donation.  This center was 

called the “Haverhill PCC” but with expansion to Lawrence and Lowell, 
it is now named the “Merrimack Valley PCC.”

 NH Right to Life for our $5,000 donation
 Pennacook Pregnancy Care Center for our donation
 American wheelchair Mission for our $300 donation
 A letter from Jehovah’s Witnesses wanting to explain the Kingdom to 

us…  We’ll pass!

Tip of the hat 
 All who participated in the Membership Drive: Norm Comeau, Mike 

Petrilli, Don Simmons, Bruce Silver, Al Hamel, Alan Phair, Larry Belair, 
Gene Bryant, Peter Klecan.

Quickie CALENDAR

Did you forget Dec 7?

Support our Veterans

December ZOOM Council Meeting
(Screen 1 of 2)

Christmas Celebrations
December 25

Live and Streaming Masses
(your parish)

March for Life
January 9, 10:00AM

Concord, NH
(Ron Bourque)

Election of Corporation directors
January 28, 2021

(Mike Petrlli)

We are on Pizza-hold for now…
But come to the ZOOM Meeting!

Enjoy fellowship before the meeting
2nd Wednesday, 6:30PM-ish

Place: your man cave…
NEW MEETING START TIME

7:00PM.
(Your Council 4442)
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 Mike Banks, George Masciarelli and Ed Lynch for hanging the screen in the Council Hall.
 Jim Frahm, George Masciarelli, Dick Collopy and Norm Comeau for setting up the parish manger in front of the 

rectory; it looks beautiful.

Treasurer's and Financial Secretary's Reports:  Bob Fournier and Charlie Walsh

Bob presented the monthly financial report, and then moved immediately to take up the budget for the
coming year 2021.  The budget that was presented last month in the notice of motion was removed from the
table and presented to the members.  Bob and Charlie walked us through the page.  There was one change
of adding $500 more to the “birthright” gift cards for the pregnancy care centers for a total of $1,000.  That
was approved.  A second change was to increase the transfer from the reserve by $500 to $5,982, to make
the budget balance.  That was also approved.  The entire budget was then called for a vote and approved unanimously.  
See the November newsletter for the budget, before these two changes were approved.

Charlie reported that the membership will be 239, and increase, as of January 1. 

Committee Reports – DGK Rick Veilleux conducting

Membership/Admissions –   Norm Comeau  
We have had two more knights transfer into the council.  We welcome Ed Herger and James J. Harvey.  (This “new” 
Harvey lives in Salem and is not the same as brother knight James H. Harvey, who lives in Florida). -ed)

Two other men’s applications for membership were presented.  They had been interviewed by the admissions committee. 
Both men were approved for admission and will now be scheduled for their initiation degree.

Culture of Life - Ron Bourque and Dennis Groulx

• Dennis is working with Father Marc to set up a Respect Life Mass on Sunday, January 17th, at 9:30 AM at MQP.
• Father Marc will be starting a Respect Life Committee in the parish.
• Birthright Dinner is going virtual.  Each year there would be a dinner in January, and councils would bring in baby 

items in laundry baskets to donate to the pregnancy care centers.  This year, each council is asked to provide 
funds so that gift cards can be presented to the centers.  

• There are plans being made for the annual “March for Life,” both nationally and at the state level.  The NH State 
event is Saturday, January 9, 2021.  CLICK HERE for details.  The national march will be at the end of January, 
Thursday, January 21, 2021.  

Troop and Veterans Report...  Dennis Coleman / Dave Thompson
Since there is no outside activity with the veterans homes, Dave Thompson suggested we give our budgeted $300, that 
would have been used  for gift cards to the veterans, directly to the VA.  This was approved.

Bingo – Ron Bourque:  
Paul Simard (via email) and Ron reported that the crowds are following the bigger pots,  If one event gets 
“hit” for the big prize, the folks tend to wander to other nights.  This leads to the ups and downs we see 
each week.  But we are still doing well.  Check out the Bingo Face Book page at: Bingo at the Kiwanis Hall.

Texas Hold-Em – Larry Belair

Larry is filing the state paperwork for the coming 2021 year.  

We have the last five of our event nights coming in December 8 through 12.  Because some
charities were hit hard with shut-downs on their nights, there is agreement among the poker charity
organizers that we should “share the wealth.”  See the notice of motion under new business. 3
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Blood Drive – Butch Kealey –   (Ed Lynch reporting)  

The Salem Police and Fire and the AAA continue to hold blood drives at our hall.  As of 
Monday, Dec 14, as reported by Butch, combining all the groups working, the total has 
been 541 pints donated from our hall  (That is over 67 GALLONS of blood!! - ed)

St. Joseph Regional Catholic School – Gene Bryant
The school is continuing to do well with their live classes.  There are waiting lists for six of the grades.  

Corporation Report: - Mike Petrilli
Mike reported that Ed Lynch, Mike Banks, and George Masciarelli have installed the drop-down projection screen in the 
hall.  Mike added some insulation around the heat pipes in the basement; that will save some on our heating bills.  Also, 
he put in LED bulbs for the basement, which both save energy and increase the brightness in the cellar.

The corporation will have the next meeting on January 5, 2021.  The corporation meets each first Tuesday of the month 
(by ZOOM for now.)

While on the topic of the corporation, the treasurer of the Corporation, Rick Veilleux (our Deputy Grand Knight) gave a 
quick overview of how things work.

The “Bishop Peterson Corporation” is a separate legal entity from the council.  All members of the council are members of 
the corporation; all corporation members are members of the council.  Any member of the council may choose to run for a 
position on the Corporation “Board of Directors” and to become an officer of the Corporation.  

The Corporation's main purpose is to acquire, own, and maintain real estate thereby providing a meeting place for the 
members.  The council is the “tenant” of the hall; the corporation is the “landlord.”

There will be an election of the board of directors and the officers on Thursday, January 28, 2021, at 7:00PM.

Salem Christmas Fund – Alan Phair
Alan Phair gave an update on this activity.  In past years, our council took an active role in handing our toys and gift cards 
and winter coats to needy people in the town.  This year, the virus has changed everything.  There will not be the gather-
ing of folks to receive the gifts.  Instead, Alan is organizing a “drive-thru” set up at St. Julie Hall.  Alan expects over 100,  
families, representing 360 people, and 80 cars to be rolling past Julie Hall in stages.  (By the time of this newsletter, the 
event will have occurred on December 12, in the morning. - ed)

Old Business:  

The Notice of Motion for a donation of $1,000 for birthright gift cards for the pregnancy care centers in NH was approved 
as part of the budget for 2021.  The donation will be made in January to the State council for distribution.

New Business:
Trustee Tom Campbell presented the following requests and recommendation:

• $150 for Christmas display at the Shrine of Our Lady of La Salette, Enfield , NH. - motion made and approved.
• $150 for the Wounded Warrior Project – motion made and approved.  We gave $100 in November.  It was 

mentioned that the finance committee agree on a yearly total and include it in the budget.  As it is now, once we 
send in a check, we get another request in a few weeks asking for more.  The charity is worth while and their 
expenses are low.  So it is a charity worth supporting. 4



• A notice of motion by Gene Bryant for $2,500 to Salem Family Resources, 24 School Street Salem NH.  SFR is 
a registered charity with Chaser’s Poker, (as is our council), and they recently lost five of their revenue nights.  
Chaser’s had to close for several days due to a possible COVID exposure, and many of the other charities are 
banding together to help make up this loss to SFR.  I propose that Council 4442 join that effort.  (Additionally, the 
Council Finance Committee has agreed to ask that a scheduled $2500 donation to SFR, that was in this year’s 
2020 budget and sequestered, be released immediately.  This new NOM will bring our support for Salem Family 
Resources to a total of $5000, should the Council approve this NOM at the January meeting.

Insurance Report – Field Agent Stephen White
Steve was not able to attend tonight’s meeting

District Deputy Report – George Fredette
George brings “Greetings” from State Deputy Joe Kowalik and gave us an update on happenings 
at the state level.  The State Convention will be on April 30 to May 2 in No. Conway at the Red 
Jacket Resit.  CLICK HERE for the flyer.

George gave a short history of the Knight’s activities in Pro-Life starting in the 1970’s.  He thanks 
us for our council’s efforts to support life.

There are on-line exemplification at the state and supreme level almost weekly.  We should be 
able to get our candidates into the council quickly.  There will also be  4th degree exemplification in
Rochester, NH, on June 12.  With a bit of luck and vaccines, this may actually occur!

GOOD OF THE ORDER

Larry Belair publicly thanked Fr. Marc for the great promotion Fr. Marc gave during the recruitment
weekend and his tribute to Fr. Michael McGivney.  We are lucky to have a pastor that supports us
as much as Fr. Marc.

Ed Lynch gave an update on José Moreno.  José is still on the recuperation process.  He is off his
blood pressure medications and is losing weight.  José will be moving to Telfer Circle soon.  And,
José is taking advantage of a full retirement and putting aside his business.  

Ed Lynch also credited Mike Banks and George Masciarelli to getting the projection screen
installed with him.

NEW COUNCIL MONTHLY MEETING TIME!   

Don Simmons proposed that since we don’t have to travel to the hall for the meetings, that we can start the meetings a 
half hour early, at 7:00PM.  That would allow us to finish a half-hour earlier and get our beauty sleep!  One voice raised 
the concern that starting earlier does not automatically mean we will adjourn earlier.  A vote was called, and the motion to 
start earlier was passed, 17 – 2.  (Some members abstained…. Or couldn’t find the yes / no buttons on the ZOOM call.)  

This earlier time is for the duration of ZOOM calls, and may not continue when we return to live meetings.

January Meeting on Wednesday, Jan. 13, 7:00 PM.
5

DD George Fredette

Happy to be retired, José?

http://nhknight.org/documents/State%20ConventionSaveTheDateFlyer.pdf


November Knight of the Month: Norm Comeau

Norm was recognized for leadership on the Admissions committee.  Norm is also 
helping around with the various “work details” we Knights get into.

Attendance Drawing – 
The December drawing for the 
basket of Gold, Frankincense, and 
Myrrh was not won tonight. 

Closing Prayer: led by Fr. Marc.

Prayer intentions for Kay Barretto, 
Kathy Petrilli, Dennis Groulx, David 
Thompson, Vinnie Sarcione, and 
Pete Klecan and family. 

Meeting adjourned 9:20 PM.

Lecturer Reflection – Ron Bourque
Ron gave a talk on the Christmas truce.  From the History.com web site:

On December 7, 1914, Pope Benedict XV suggested a temporary hiatus of the war for the celebration of Christmas.  The 
warring countries refused to create any official cease-fire, but on Christmas the soldiers in the trenches declared their own
unofficial truce.

Starting on Christmas Eve, 1914, many German and British troops fighting in World War I sang Christmas carols to each 
other across the lines, and at certain points the Allied soldiers even heard brass bands joining the Germans in their joyous
singing.

At the first light of dawn on Christmas Day, some German
soldiers emerged from their trenches and approached the Allied
lines across no-man’s-land, calling out “Merry Christmas” in their
enemies’ native tongues.  At first, the Allied soldiers feared it
was a trick, but seeing the Germans unarmed they climbed out
of their trenches and shook hands with the enemy soldiers.  The
men exchanged presents of cigarettes and plum puddings and
sang carols and songs.  Some Germans lit Christmas trees
around their trenches, and there was even a documented case
of soldiers from opposing sides playing a good-natured game of
soccer.  German Lieutenant Kurt Zehmisch recalled: “How
marvelously wonderful, yet how strange it was.  The English
officers felt the same way about it.  Thus Christmas, the
celebration of Love, managed to bring mortal enemies together
as friends for a time.”
The so-called Christmas Truce of 1914 came only five months after the outbreak of war in Europe and was one of the last 
examples of the outdated notion of chivalry between enemies in warfare.  It was never repeated—future attempts at 
holiday ceasefires were quashed by officers’ threats of disciplinary action—but it served as heartening proof,
however brief, that beneath the brutal clash of weapons, the soldiers’ essential humanity endured. 6

“Who was that masked man?”

WWI Christmas Truce

https://www.history.com/topics/world-war-i/christmas-truce-of-1914


During World War I, the soldiers on the Western Front did not expect to celebrate on the battlefield, but even a world war 
could not destroy the Christmas spirit.

Some Contact Information for our Council Members' quick access:
If you have a question and need to talk, but don't have email, one of us should be able to get you an answer!
Email links for GK, Trustees, Hall Rental Manager, Corporation President, and more are on the web site.

Grand Knight Ron Bourque 603.898.1871 Deputy GK Rick Veilleux   603.458.2727
Chancellor Jay Cappello 603.560.3570 Financial Sec. Charlie Walsh   603.548.2527
Admissions Norm Comeau 603-893-4791 Treasurer Bob Fournier   603.458.2829
Trustee (1 yr) Bruce Silver 203.887.8763 Insurance Steve White   603.894.4780
District Deputy George Fredette 603-801-1478 State Deputy Joe Kowalik III   603.485.2082
Corporation Mike Petrilli 603.893.4784 Hall Rental George Masciarelli  603.893.3035

Knights Links - Happenings in our State and Supreme
Click here to access the State Council's News Brief

Click links for Supreme’s “Leave no Neighbor Behind”, “I  nto The Breach  ,” and “Everyday Heroes” videos.

Birthday Wishes

Happy Birthday to our members getting another year older in the coming month: 

12.01 Enrico Casaletto
12.03 Michael  J Banks
12.03 Walter Dennis Coleman
12.06 Robert F Bryant
12.07 Joseph P Stafford
12.08 Bruce G Hevey
12.08 William J Mahoney
12.11 Dennis T McCarthy
12.12 George  N Spates
12.13 George  T Hatem
12.15 Paul F David
12.17 Louis S Lipomi
12.19 Brian F Downing
12.19 Benjamin  P Wilson

01-04 Peter              Sullivan
01-05 Rev. Alfred J Hicks, S.J.
01-06 David J Bettencourt
01-07 Mark D Bunnell
01-07 Anthony  S Fabrizio
01-08 Kenneth  P Bryant
01-09 Kevin P Lapierre
01-11 Gary H Karibian
01-11 Julien S Roy
01-12 Robert S Carrier
01-13 Richard  A Poulin
01-15 James J Rand Jr
01-16 Ralph J Miele
01-17 James H Solloway
01-18 Rev.John  W Michalowski, S.J.
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In Past Months... in Future Months

Coats for Kids final report for 2020 – Paul St.Amand
Since the Salem Christmas distribution was canceled, the coats that were reserved in the hall have been given away.  

The total of 192 coats were given out to:
The Salem Soule, Barron, No. Salem, Fisk, and Woodbury schools.  (The Lancaster School had a supply from last year.) 
And also the Salem Town Welfare office and the Boys and Girls Club got coats.  We were heartily thanked by the school 
secretaries, nurses, and principals who accepted the coats from us.  The coats will be given out “as needed” when a care 
giver spots a kid who looks like they need a coat.  Sometimes, a child can’t go outside to play at recess because they lack
sufficiently warm clothing.  The council’s sponsorship will allow that child to be as active as his friends.  The council’s sup-
port makes this possible.  And each coat has a sticker on the coat tag that identifies our council as the source of the dona-
tion.  Who knows?  Maybe some boy will remember, and when they get a few more years older, might decide to join the 
Knights?  (Or some girl, getting married, might push their hubby into joining!)

And again, a “thank you” to those who volunteered in this effort with sorting and labeling, packing and delivering: Don Sim-
mons, Chanel Simard, Ralph and Rita Miele, Gary Karibian, Charlie Walsh, and Dave Thompson.  Charlie ordered the 
coats from Supreme, which were in the budget for $4,000 (reduced from last year.) 

Christmas Star – how come Herod didn’t see the “star,” but the 3 wise men did?

There has been speculation over the centuries as to exactly WHAT the “star” of Bethle-
hem was.  A divine, miraculous sign in the sky?  A natural event?  But if a natural event,
wouldn’t everyone have seen the “star?”  Could astronomy give an explanation?
In the ancient times, a “star” would be anything up in the sky,  regular star, a planet, a
meteor, or a comet.  This “star” could have been an astronomical event that the ordinary
person might not notice in the sky, but astronomers/ astrologers / star geeks would see. 
Astronomers can “roll back the clock” to determine what the position of the planets were
in the past and what an observer on earth would see in the sky.  There are some theo-
ries that the “star” of Bethlehem was a conjunction (a visual joining together) of several
planets in the sky.  CLICK HERE.    For example, have you been watching Jupiter
and Saturn this fall?  They have come closer together over the past few months, as
viewed from earth.  Look into the western sky over the setting sun.  You will see two
bright “stars” that are these two planets.  On Dec 2  1  , they will appear side by side to
us, a conjunction!  And then they will separate.  Being a star geek, I have been looking
up at this motion since August and watching them get closer together over the weeks.
The two planets are the closest they have been in over 800 years.  Have you noticed it?  Maybe, around 2 B.C., some 
wise men saw the motion of the planets, and started a trip from Arabia to the west, then stopped in Jerusalem when the 
planets “stopped” the motion.  “So, Herod, where is the king?  We saw his ‘star’ at its rising.”  Herod didn’t have a clue.  
Maybe he never bothered to look up?  Have you looked up?

8

Sky View, 2020
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Be a sponsor for this Newsletter.  Paul St. Amand, 603-489-5978; email to advertisements@kofc4442. 

To find out how to get your
financial goals on track, 

contact your Edward Jones
financial advisor today.

DIFRUSCIA
LAW OFFICES

302 Broadway/Route 28
Methuen, Mass. 01844

MA  Tel: 978-687-1777
NH  Tel: 603-898-8198

www.difruscialaw.com

adifruscia@difruscialaw.com

When it comes to your to-
do list, put your future first.

Joseph R O'Brien, AAMS
®

Financial Advisor    Member SIPC
15 Ermer Rd., Ste. 109  
Salem, NH 03079-1271
603-328-8978
www.edwardjones.com

Stephen White
Field Agent
603.894.4780 
stephen.white@kofc  .  
over 25 years of service

   Carrier Family Funeral Home
                 and Crematory

   38 Range Rd, Route 111, Windham, NH
                  603-898-9552
            Bob Carrier - Owner & Director

    Web: carrierfuneralhome.com
        
Serving Windham, Salem, Derry & So. NH 

JOE NASSAR, CIC
President / CEO

Certified Irrigation Contractor 

354 North Broadway,   Salem, NH 03079

www.nassarlandscaping.com
Office 603-893-5021   Cell 603-396-3333
Fax 603-894-9764    Web “Contact Us”

284 Main Street
Salem, NH 03079

978-683-9000
603-328-5192

dickstv@comcast.net
Rick Dubé  Owner

Douglas & Johnson
Funeral Home

Offering Cremation Services

214 Main St.    Salem NH 
603-898-8848

www.douglasandjohnson.com

Susan J. Hopkins J. Tyler Douglas
Mark A. Gosselin Paul D. Caillouette

Gene Bryant   
Independent Travel Agent   

gene@cruisetraveloutlet.com    

603-894-7245 x212
Cell: 603-475-9103

39 Main Street
Salem, NH 03079
www.cruisetraveloutlet.com

Advertise Here!
One year, twelve issues.

Print and Electronic Editions.
Only $75.00 for both.

Email Advertisements@kofc4442.org     
or Call 603.489.5978
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“Merry Christmas” 
from Papa and grandkids!

SJRCS Kindergarten - 2012
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