
From the desk of the Grand Knight

Sharing with you the Glory, the Wonder, the Miracle of this
Holy Season.  Have a Blessed and Merry Christmas and

Happy New Year.  May God bless you and your loved ones
richly throughout this holiday season

UPDATES:
Help needed on Friday Dec.22nd to stuff bulletins for Baby 
Baskets at Mary Queen of Peace at 9:30 AM. 

REMINDER:   Saturday Dec.23rd chairs need to be set up at 
St Joseph School for Christmas.  We will meet at 8:30 AM.  
Many hands make for light work.

A huge thank you to all who attended the December meeting.
I know it’s a busy time of year and I appreciate your taking 
the time to be with us.

See you in 2018.              

As usual I leave you with:
Safe Travels, Good Health, and God Bless.

VIVAT JESUS
David C. Thompson, Jr
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Council Meeting Notes – Dec 13
UNOFFICIAL
(Taken from notes of the worthy recorder, Norm Comeau.)
Call to Order at 7:30 with 31 members in attendance.  All officers present 
except Warden Jay Cappello (excused) and Advocate Dan Norris (excused).  A
PGK trouble maker, to test members' alertness, announced “I move the 
Minutes to be accepted as read;” after a few moments and questioning looks, 
members realized the minutes had not actually been read, and so the body 
asked Norm to read the minutes.  Accepted with no corrections.

Chaplain's Time:
Fr. Tom spoke on the beginning of the Gospel according to St John.  The text 
begins “In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the 
Word was God.  He was with God in the beginning.  Through him all things 
were made; without him nothing was made that has been made.  In him was 
life, and that life was the light of all mankind.  The light shines in the darkness, 
and the darkness has not overcome.”  Fr. Tom emphasized that we are “the 
light of the world” and that we need to share Christ's light with others.  How 
else will they know Him unless we witness to that Light?

GK Opening Remarks:
• Received an invitation from Bridging the Horizon for Jan 13, 2018. 
• Christmas Cards received from Tony & Kathleen DiFruscia and 

Catholic Charities.
• On Dec 6th, I attended the open house at St Joseph's School Gym.  

The floor looks great and the new chairs are more comfortable.
• Read letters from Al Cala concerning Membership Development and 

lottery incentive.
• Read letter from Supreme requesting funds to help Christians in Iraq 

rebuild their communities.  It will appear in next year's budget.
• Received letter from John Matuszewski, Event Chairman from Council 

6949 in Londonderry, asking us to be part of the Culture of Life. 
Abstaining from food and praying the Rosary for 24 hours starting at 
7:00PM Sunday Jan 21, 2018 thru Monday Jan 22, 2018 at 7:00PM . 
You can do this from home also.  I have sign up sheet.  See me after 
the meeting.

• Received 4 tickets costing $15.00 each for the 11th Annual Birthright 
Dinner on Feb 3, 2018 in Allenstown.

• Looking for volunteers to help set up chairs on Saturday Dec 23rd for 
the Christmas Mass in the Gym at St Joseph's at 8:30AM.

• Please be sure:  anyone renting the Hall must remember to turn off the
lights and secure the building when leaving.

“Thank Yous” received from:   
• Robert Garand for our work with Veterans, 
• Rockingham Christian Church for our donation, 
• Robert McQuinn for his Jimmy Fund Walk, 
• Ruth's House for our support with winter coats, 
• Pregnancy Care Center for our Donation, 
• Liberty House for our support, 
• Pleasant Street Food Pantry, 
• LaSalette Shrine for donation, 

Quickie CALENDAR

December Meeting 

Last Night of Toy Distribution
Tuesday, Dec 19, 6:00PM-9:00PM

Old Coca Cola Plant
(Alan Phair)

Set up Seats for Christmas Mass
Saturday, Dec 23, 8:30AM

School Auditorium
(Dave Thompson)

Christmas!

Toy Pack Up
Wed-Fri, Dec 27-29, 1-3PM

Old Coca Cola Plant
(Alan Phair)

Toy Return to Storage Bin
Saturday, Dec 30, 8:30AM

Old Coca Cola Plant
(Alan Phair)

Corporation Meeting
Board of Director Nominations

Tuesday, Jan 2, 7:00PM.
Hall

(Mike Petrilli)

Blood Drive
Thursday, Jan 18 1:00-7:00PM

Hall
(Butch Kealey)

Respect Life Mass
Monday, Jan 22, 2018, 7:00PM

St. Joseph Church
(Dennis Groulx) 2



Tip of the hat to:
• Ron Bourque, Jay Cappello Gene Bryant, Alan Phair, Larry Belair for their help with the membership drive.
• Also to all those who helped move the tables and chairs for the Christmas Fund.  

Treasurer's and Financial Secretary's Reports: Bob Fournier and Charlie Walsh
Bob updated us on the current financials of the council accounts.  Charlie reported on 13 checks written last month and 
that the headcount has gone up to 243.  Reports accepted as read.

Membership Committee – Dave Thompson  (Repeat again and again from Sept newsletter - ed). 
I still need someone to volunteer to become the membership chairman.  The chairman does not
recruit every new candidate!  He does match candidates recruited by members of the council with
degree team schedules in other councils.  The work averages about 5 hours time per month.  You
can talk with past membership chairmen Bill Richards or Paul St.Amand for details.  There are
several senior brothers who are ready to help.  You will not be alone.  This role keeps
the life blood of the council flowing.  Will YOU volunteer? 

We have two new members of
the council.  Larry Weymouth
was approved at last month's
meeting, and he made his 1st,
2nd, and 3rd degrees all before
attending his first meeting
tonight.  Fast mover!

A Brother Knight, past GK of his
council, moved from NY to NH
and joins us.  Welcome Henry
Szymanski!

Committee Reports – Mike Banks conducting:
Mike Banks acknowledged Gene Bryant for all his work in regards to the upgrades to the school gym.  There are 160 
new, comfortable chairs and new tables.  The old heavy metal chairs and back-braking tables are gone!
Also Alan Phair for organizing the volunteers for the Christmas donations at the land fill.

Culture for Life
Dennis Groulx has requested that we keep him in our prayers during a stressful period in his life.  (Dennis called me to 
report that the annual Respect Life Mass will be held at our parish's St. Joseph Church, on Monday, January 22.  More 
details will be provided later.  [I think the start time is 7:00PM for Rosary, then Mass immediately following.] -ed)

Veterans Activities – Rico Casaletto
Rico mentioned the last activity of the year, the Christmas visit to the VMAC in Manchester.  (See article below -ed)

Bingo – Ron Bourque:  

Ron reported on the October and November numbers.  The total exceeds all of last year, and we have 
December to go.  Thanks be to God for these funds we use to give to our charities!

Your council needs YOU !

Larry Weymouth
Henry Szymanski

(Sorry, Henry; I didn't give you 
a chance to smile! -ed)
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Texas Hold-em – Gene Byrant reporting for Larry Belair: 

The November Texas Holdem totals brought in $5,100.00. 
In 2018 we will have 3 nights before May and 7 nights after May for a total of 10.  Our nights 
will be bunched up into those two groups, so our work and income results will be known early 
on, before mid-year.  

All the charities at the “China Blossom” venue are doing well.  It is really a good operation and first class.  It's worth a trip 
to just see the place, even if you aren't going to play.  We picked a winner!

Coats for Kids – Paul St.Amand
Coats were received from Supreme and more than half have been distributed to various charity groups.  The remainder 
will be distributed during the Salem Christmas Toy distribution.

Blood Drive – Butch Kealey
The last Blood Drive produced 44 pints of blood.
The next Blood Drive is Thursday January 18th.
Butch Kealey is looking for volunteers.   A volunteer doesn't have to work all the hours of the drive (1PM – 7PM).  If you 
can help for just a few hours, that would be appreciated.

Christmas Toy Distribution – Alan Phair
Alan outlined the schedule for this year's campaign.  (see article below. - ed)  After the toys are distributed, there will be a 
need for help in packing up the remaining toys at the site (the Old / New Coca-Cola plant building) on Wed-Fri, December
27-20, from 1PM to 3PM.  And we return the remaining toys to the storage bin on Saturday, Dec 30; meet at 8:30 at the 
Coca-Cola plant.

Christmas Party – Don Gagne
Don was pleased with the results of the Christmas Party.  (See article below. - ed)

Corporation Update: - Mike Petrilli
Corporation nominations for the board and officers will be held on January 2.  Mike urged the brothers, we are all 
members of the corporation, to consider joining the board to help oversee the corporation's efforts to maintain our hall.

Old Business
None.

New Business
Trustees:

• Don Simmons requested $300 for The Homeland Heroes Foundation .  Accepted and approved

From the floor:

• Gene Bryant made a notice of motion for the Council's 2018 budget for up to $405,961.  Motion was tabled pro
forma.  The Proposed 2018 Council Budget Summary will be sent to members by email.  The 2018 Revenue is 
projected at $405,961 with Expenses projected at $400,271.  The expenses include Special Donations totaling 
$237,622.  For any questions, please contact Bob Fournier, Gene Bryant, or Charlie Walsh.  We will be discussing
the budget at the January meeting, making any final amendments, and taking a vote for Approval.

• Alan Phair requested $2,295 for the church mobile phone system.  Accepted and approved.  (This was taken from
some of the remaining funds in the Church budget line item.  No notice of motion was really needed, but Alan 
wanted the members to be aware of how the money was being spent.)

• A request for $500 for the Groulx family.  Accepted and approved.

• A motion by Larry Belair for a $500 trailer to transport and hold the Creche at MQP – motion was tabled.

• The Laundry Basket Drive will start now thru Saturday Jan 20.

4



District Deputy Report – Bill Richards
no report tonight.

GOOD OF THE ORDER

Butch requested that someone else pick up the pizza's before the council meeting, because of his bad back acting up.  
Don Gagne volunteered to take this over, and he also asked the members if they would like to switch to hot dogs and 
buns as a change of pace.  Members said, “Arf!” and “Woof!”   So we will try hot dogs next time.

The parish office has asked for our help to set up the chairs in the school gym for the Christmas Mass.  Volunteers are to 
meet at the gym on Saturday, Dec 23, at 8:30AM.

Dick Collopy reported on Wil Boutin and Dennis Groulx and their medical issues.  Wil is now back at home from Catholic 
Medical Center, under the care of wife Tina for his kidney and heart problems.  Dennis is also working through medical 
issues at home.

Lecturer Report: Ron Bourque
Ron shared humor about children's questions about “Where is God.”

He re-stated the need for prayer to resolve the Korean Crisis.  He also shared a story about WW1 
and how the singing of the Christmas Carole “Silent Night” on Christmas Eve by soldiers in their own
languages helped to bring some peace to that evening.

Corporation Hall Rental Policy
For hall rental call George Masciarelli at 603-893-3035.  Or, go to the council web site and 
contact him through email.  George will match your needs with available dates and send 
you a rental agreement for your signature and deposit.  You must be a member of Council 4442
and/or Assembly 0641 to rent the Corporation Hall, and, you must remain at the hall during the 
rental period.  Full details of fees and policies are available on the web site: Corporation 
Hall Rental.  (Any charity wishing to use the hall must have a sponsoring Knight sign for it.)

George can also arrange for members to get a personal key to the corporation hall.

Attendance Drawing 

The $20 was not won by Michael Shiepe.  January will be $30.

Knight of the Month (next page!)

Closing Prayer and Blessing was led by Fr. Tom.  Amen!

Meeting adjourned at 9:10PM.
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November Knight of the Month
Dennis Groulx

(Dave Thompson presented Dennis with the certificate at his home 
the next day. - ed)

December Knight of the Month
Ron Bourque

Some Contact Information for our Council Members' quick access
If you have a question and need to talk and don't have email, one of us should be able to get you an answer!
Email links for GK, DGK, Chaplain, Corporation President are on the web site.

Grand Knight Dave Thompson 603.898.1217 Deputy GK Paul St.Amand....603.489.5978
Chancellor Mike Banks 603.479.9470 Financial Sec. Charlie Walsh   603.894.0048
Admissions    ??? (your name here!) Treasurer Bob Fournier   603.893.8940
Trustee (3 yr) Tom Campbell 603.548.9088 Insurance Matt DiCalogero  603 458 6408
District Deputy Bill Richards 603.893.1836 State Deputy Glen P. Camley   603.682.5318
Corporation Mike Petrilli 603.893.4784 Hall Rental George Masciarelli   603.893.3035

Birthday Wishes
Happy Birthday to all our members getting another year older during December: 

Enrico Casaletto
Walter D Coleman
Michael  J Banks
Robert F Bryant
Joseph P Stafford
William J Mahoney,  III
Dennis T Mccarthy
George N Spates,  III
George T Hatem

Paul F David
Louis S Lipomi, Jr
Brian F Downing
Benjamin  P Wilson
William N Ferguson
Laurence  N Belair
Joseph R Chelstowski
Curtis P Goulet
Albert D Raymond
Mark C Sullivan 6
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Assembly 0641 News:  Meets the 3rd Wednesday of the month.  Rosary at 7:00PM, 
meeting starts at 7:30PM.  Snacks available at conclusion of meeting.

Veterans Activities 2018 – Rico Casaletto
Rico's schedule for our council's activities for 2018 in support of the Veterans.  As each event date approaches,  he will 
give the details.  These events are also on the Council web site “EVENT CALENDAR.”  < Click here.

White Clover Drive -  May 11&12 VAMC Bingo  -  May 31

Cook out at Tilton Home  -  June 30 Veterans' Breakfast  -  Nov T.B.D.

VAMC Christmas Visits  -  Dec 9

We thank Rico for organizing these events.  He does a great job keeping our council active in support of our veterans.

In the past months...  and in future months...

More Chair-a-table event
From email of November 15 from Gene Bryant

I am grateful for the assistance with our chair/table project for the Council/Parish/School.  When the delivery trucks arrived
I had the generous assistance of Norm Comeau, Al Faucher, Ed Lynch and Jose Moreno --
They unloaded the pallets of chairs into the School garage, and the tables and other items into the KofC Hall, and we 
moved our old tables into the School garage.

The chairs were unpacked this morning and loaded onto carriers by Dave Thompson, Paul St Amand, Mike Banks, 
Charlie Walsh, Ed Lynch, and Don Gagne --

All under my benevolent supervision --

Another successful strong back/weak mind project at which the Council excels --
We know our chairs and tables --

2017 Christmas Toy Distribution
One of the early steps in the Salem Christmas Toys is setting up tables to place the toys.  Alan Phair has gotten a new 
facility this year at the old Coca-Cola plant on Broadway.  Mike Banks reports (with photo):
November 25, 2017.  Staff of 12 people, 12 man
hours.
Tables and chairs from hall/StJoe's school to toy
processing site at old Coke Plant on Route 28
Salem NH.
Time: 8:15 am – 9:15 am; 3 trucks and one trailer;
Overcast – 37 degrees.
Traffic was light and all workers are OSHA
compliant.

Many chiefs and few Indians
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Clean, BIG space!
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SALEM CHRISTMAS PARADE  26 Nov 2017

Scenes from the Salem Christmas Parade.  Photos by Mike Banks, Worthy Truck and Trailer hauler.

CHRISTMAS PARTY:  Don Gagne

Christmas party was a success regardless of the weather.  Only 12 did not show.  Food was plentiful and hot, some 
dancing was going on after the meal.  Donated prizes were raffled off and a few tickets were drawn for door prizes.  About 
10 PM most of the guests had gone home due to the weather conditions.  Decorations were done in the hall by Don 
Gagne’s daughter.  A Christmas tree ornament was given to each in attendance made from scratch by Don’s wife and 
daughter.

All in all, despite a ½ hour late delivery from the caterer, things went 
off smoothly due to the volunteer help of leaders of Cub Pack 4442 
and one of Don’s sons, all of whom functioned without a flaw.

Thank You All for your support.
Don Gagne

Mike checks to see who fell off.

Get set..On your mark...

March!
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Calm before the storm.

Be of Good Cheer!
Party Animals.



Veterans Home Christmas Visit – Rico Casaletto
   On Sunday, December 19, 2017, six volunteers drove to the Veterans Medical Center, in Manchester, NH.  The purpose 
of the trip was to visit each of the 42 patients and present each of them with a small token of our appreciation for their 
service.  This year it was decided to join the members of AMVETS, Post 2 and the Knights of Columbus, Council 4442 
(both of Salem, NH) in the visit.  Each organization donated $240, so that each patient received a gift of $10.

We were met and introduced to the patients by Brian Ribaudo
(Recreation Therapy Staff) and Kevin Forrest (Associate Director).
As we distributed the cards and gifts, we stopped and talked to the
veterans, who not only thanked us, but told us of their time in the
service or their stay at VAMC.

One WWII veteran told us of his outfits landing in the southern part
of Italy and working their way through all the Italian campaigns.
Another told us that although he was in the Army, he liked building
model airplanes (he had a table top filled with the models he had
built).  One veteran, although in the Hospice unit, was in good
spirits and was enjoying watching the Minnesota/Carolina football
game (Carolina won 31 to 24).  One veteran was going home this
week and said the gift we gave him would certainly come in handy. 
The volunteers that participated were:

• Enrico Casaletto - Sir Knight and Commander of AMVETS
Post 2

• Patricia Casaletto – American Legion – Unit 63 President
and Department Sgt-at-Arms

• Walter Coleman – 3rd degree Knight – AMVETS 1st Vice
Commander and American Legion Dept. Sgt-at-Arms

• Gail Coleman – American Legion – Unit 63 Sgt-at-Arms
• Bruce Silver – 3rd degree Knight
• Terry Armstrong – AMVETS Trustee

A total of 115 miles was driven and 15 hours were donated.

Toy Distribution Thursday, December 14
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Walter, Gail, Bruce, Pat, Rico, Terry

Paul Lavoie and Joe StaffordDoug's wife ??? and Lorraine Thompson

Toy “r” Who? (workers and pixilated shoppers)s



Children's Christmas Party – Dec 17
Santa visited the hall to hand out presents to the urchins attending.  Food was plentiful and the entertainment was 
appreciated.  Thanks to Tom Campbell and team for getting Santa to come to Salem during his busy time!
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When does the show start?

It's Magic! View from the rear

Santa prepares to hand out gifts Elaine Kealey is Santa's Helper

Santa gets ready to depart to watch the Pats – Steelers game



Be a sponsor for this Newsletter.  Paul St.Amand, 603-898-2421; email to advertisements@kofc4442. 

                Now Open
          Carrier Family Funeral Home
                and Crematory
   38 Range Rd, Route 111, Windham, NH
                  603-898-9552
            Bob Carrier - Owner & Director

    Web: carrierfuneralhome.com
        
Serving Windham, Salem, Derry & So. NH.

8 Marblehead St.
No. Andover MA

888-55-EKeys (553-5397)
978-655-3135

Email: info@ekeys4cars.com
www.EKeys4Cars.com

WE HAVE THE TECHNOLOGY

 EMERGENCY SERVICE  

Jim
Broadhurst,
Owner

DIFRUSCIA
LAW OFFICES

302 Broadway/Route 28
Methuen, Mass. 01844

MA  Tel: 978-687-1777
NH  Tel: 603-898-8198

www.difruscialaw.com

adifruscia@difruscialaw.com

Goundrey & Dewhirst
Cremation and Funeral Care 

42 Main Street
Salem, New Hampshire 03079

Rick Dewhirst      Al Abdallah

www.goundreydewhirstfuneral.com
Phone: (603) 898-2181

Email : info@dewhirstfuneral.com

Gene Bryant   
Independent Travel Agent   

gene@cruisetraveloutlet.com    

603-894-7245 x212
Cell: 603-475-9103

39 Main Street
Salem, NH 03079
www.cruisetraveloutlet.com

284 Main Street
Salem, NH 03079
978-683-9000
603-328-5192

dickstv@comcast.net
Rick Dubé  Owner

Douglas & Johnson
Funeral Home

Offering Cremation Services

214 Main St.    Salem NH 
603-898-8848

www.douglasandjohnson.com

Susan J. Hopkins J. Tyler Douglas
Mark A. Gosselin Paul D. Caillouette

Reliable Janitorial
Cleaning Services, Inc.

Jose Moreno, Owner

Cell: (781) 324-0910
FAX: (603) 898-4484

email: jmrjcs@comcast.net
Home & Office Services

Give us a call!  No Job Too Small!

JOSEPH NASSAR
President

354 North Broadway
Salem, NH 03079
www.nassarlandscaping.com

Office (603) 893-5021
Nextel (603) 396-3333
Fax (603) 894-9764

Web “Contact Us”

508-982-9104
www.DrJosefKish.com

Space available!
 $75/year
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