
From the desk of the Grand Knight:
Brothers,
It is hard to believe that time is passing by so rapidly.  It just seems like 
yesterday that I was wishing everyone a Happy Thanksgiving and now 
Advent has roared in and the Christmas holidays are rapidly 
approaching.  I would like to take this opportunity to wish all my brother 
knights a very Merry Christmas and a Happy New Years.
By the time the newsletter is published our Christmas party will be 
history but I would like to thank everyone whose efforts went into the 
renovations of the hall, which provided us with such a beautiful venue 
for our party, and to the brothers and their families without whose efforts
the Christmas party could not have been as successful, even with the 
weather. Bravo.
Vivat Jesus
Bill Richards, GK

Who is Dick Collopy, our District Deputy?
Dick is a long-time member of our council.  
He was a native of Pelham, attending schools
in Pelham and later Methuen High School.  
He is a graduate of Southern NH University.  
He worked at GTE Sylvania for many years 
until his retirement as a materials and 
manufacturing manager.  In his early years, 
he was a veteran of the Air Force, serving 
four years active duty followed by four years 
in the reserves.

Dick met his wife Jeanne on a blind date; they have been married for 53
years, with four children and 14 grandchildren.  Camping has been a 
big family tradition for the Collopy's, starting out “roughing it” with a tent 
and then upgrading to a big RV over the years, as the rains grew 
wetter, the nights colder, and the bones and muscles older.  Dick still 
enjoys fishing.

Dick is involved in many Parish ministries, such as Prayer Breakfast, 
Men of St. Joseph, Eucharistic Minister, and community breakfast.

Dick certainly “pulls his weight” in our council.  He joined the Knights in 
1967, at the urging of member John Murphy.  Dick says, “I joined, pretty
much just to go along with it and see what's up.”  Since then, Dick has 
held many council offices, most recently Deputy GK, Grand Knight, 
Trustee, and now District Deputy.  He is a member of the 4th degree.  
You will see Dick working at every council function.  He and Jeanne are 
in the kitchen at the blood drives, they make a great team!  As to pulling
his weight, you will see Dick in every Christmas Parade, pulling our 
float, the Santa Maria.  A great aspect of the Knights for Dick is the 
camaraderie and friendship with his fellow Brothers, all good people, as
we help out in our community.
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Council Meeting Notes from Dec 11
UNOFFICIAL from the scratch pad of the editor...

GK Bill Richards called the meeting to order at 7:31PM; 27 members 
attended.  We adjourned at 8:54PM.  Jim Broadhurst read the minutes, which 
were accepted.

CHAPLAIN'S MESSAGE: Fr. John
Fr. John talked briefly about Pope Francis's recent document, Evangelii 
Gaudium (“The Joy of the Gospel”). (See the article in Our Sunday Visitor for a
longer description.)  Pope Francis's message is that the joy of Christmas will 
bring people to God.  “If something should rightly disturb us and trouble our 
consciences,” the pope writes, “it is the fact that so many of our brothers and 
sisters are living without the strength, light and consolation born of friendship 
with Jesus Christ, without a community of faith to support them, without 
meaning and a goal in life.”  

Also, Fr. John talked about the “Ignatian Paradox”: “Pray as if everything 
depended on you, but work as if everything depended on God.”  (This is a 
reversal of the 'as if's' from St. Augustine.)  Christ said, “Take my yoke; my 
burden is light.”  In that sense, yes, we need to pray mightily; but when we 
work, doing our best, in the end the results are in God's hands.  Rest easy at 
night, we have done our best.  Success or failure, the burden is in God's 
hands!

Bills and Communications: GK Bill Richards
Bill thanked all the people who worked to update the hall.  Also, we received 
nice Thank You from Fr. Kyle for our donation to him of “Coats for Kids.”  And 
Freida Smith donated $50 to the council in memory of Michael Gorgol.

COMMITTEE REPORTS:
Treasurer Reports read and accepted:
Bob gave the report.  A key statement: “Wow, did you guys spend money!”  
Most expenses were due to the hall renovations.  Charlie (FS) was not present
tonight.

Membership: Bill Richards
We will have 3 candidates making their 1st degree on Monday, Dec 16.  (This 
newsletter won't be issued in time for those on paper mail.  If anyone wants to 
go as spectator, meet at the council hall by 6:00PM Monday.

We also had a transfer, Ernest Lico, who joins our council.

Finally, on January 18, Saturday, there will be a “two-fer”; a 2nd and 3rd degree 
will be held in Exeter, NH.  The 2nd degree starts at 9:00AM.

Texas Hold-Em: Larry Belair
Next two events Dec 26 and Jan 3.  Looking ahead to 2014, the NH Gaming 
Commission  and Rules makers (politicians) have approved a “rental fee” for 
the charities.  This will cost us about $6,000per year; Larry expects our total 
profit from Texas Hold-Em will be $54K.

Bingo Report: Ron Bourque
Ron reported Wednesdays did well despite two World Series games on
Wednesday nights.  (late notice, given after meeting.) 2

CALENDAR
(details in newsletter)

New Hall Finished!

Toy Distribution
Tues and Thurs, Dec 17 and 19 

6:00 PM
“Party Rama” mall.

(Harbor Freight Tools)
Alan Phair

Chidlren's Christmas Party
1:00PM

>> NEW DATE: Sunday, Dec 22
(rescheduled because of snow.)

Al Faucher

Toy Pack Up and Table Return
Saturday, Dec 28

8:30 AM
Alan Phair

Blood Drive
January 16

Thursday, 1:00-7:00PM
Ken Akerley

Pro-Life Mass
MQP

January 27
(Dennis Groulx)

https://www.osv.com/TheChurch/Article/TabId/563/ArtMID/13751/ArticleID/13583/Editorial-A-glorious-document-from-Pope-Francis.aspx
http://www.vatican.va/holy_father/francesco/apost_exhortations/documents/papa-francesco_esortazione-ap_20131124_evangelii-gaudium_en.html
http://www.vatican.va/holy_father/francesco/apost_exhortations/documents/papa-francesco_esortazione-ap_20131124_evangelii-gaudium_en.html
http://www.vatican.va/holy_father/francesco/apost_exhortations/documents/papa-francesco_esortazione-ap_20131124_evangelii-gaudium_en.html


Parochial Assistance Program (PAP): – Mike Petrilli.

Ten children are approved for the 
program.  Their names were given 
to Bob Fournier, who made out the 
checks.

Tootsie Roll Drive – Gene 
Bryant

The 2014 Tootsie Roll drive will be held on the 1st 
weekend of June.  (June 6, 7, 8) 

Web Site and Communications info: - Paul St.Amand
A new page has been added to our council web site, titled “By-Laws, Guides, Forms.”  Click Here to see it!  As our council 
does its business, we make various rules and forms.  When a new issue is produced and approved, according to 
whatever rules exists for that committee, we ask that the committee pass along the documents to the web site moderator, 
who will seek the approval of the Trustees before publishing it to the web.  The “latest issue” of the document will thus be 
on public display for the entire council, and “the source” will be available if there comes a time to make an update.  We will
not be subject to the safekeeping of someone's personal PC hard drive and the need to re-type from scratch.

An “Email Alert” list has been set up for the council.  This will be used for timely notices of events that would not otherwise 
be available to the members.  The first use of this alert was this weekend, when the Children's Christmas Party, scheduled
for Dec 15, was postponed to next Sunday, Dec 22, because of the snow storm.  The “rules” for this email alert are posted
on the “By-Laws, Guides, and Forms” in our web site (and, approved by the Trustees.)

Christmas Fund and Toy Distribution: - Alan Phair
Toy Distribution for the Salem Christmas Fund will be held this 
Tuesday evening Dec 17th and Thursday evening Dec 19th 
beginning at 6:00PM.  This is at the old “Partyrama” store, now at the 
Harbor Freight Tools plaza, opposite D'Angelo's on Main St.  While I 
have several people who signed up, I am way short of people 
compared to previous years.   If you can make it and did not sign the 
volunteer sheet, could you please email me (Alan) at APhair@aol.com
or call me at 401-1001 to let me know which Night or Nights you can 
make it.   Also, if your spouse, significant other or other adults (over 

18) plan on coming, please let me know also.  Thursday plans on being about as large as Tuesday so I need help on both 
nights.  Any time is always appreciated and I also understand if people cannot make it.  I just really need to know if you 
are coming to help.   Thank you and Vivat Jesus….Alan

Don’t forget that we return excess toys to storage and the tables to the School garage on Saturday Dec 28th at 8:30AM.  
I will rent a truck so pickups won’t be such a concern but we will need quite a few people to get it done quickly.  Meet at 
the Partyrama distribution point to start.  Last year went very smoothly, and we got it all done in a couple of hours which 
was great.  Again, let me know if you are available to help.

Children's Christmas Party:  
NEW SCHEDULE: Sunday, Dec 22.  Start at 1:00PM.

And, Santa bought a new suit, just for use at our Council Hall!  He knew some elves, 
because he only spent $196, less than the $500 we authorized last month.  

New BUSINESS:  The Trustees had no new business to present this month.

District Deputy Report:  Dick Collopy
“Greetings from the State Deputy” said Dick Collopy.  Remember the goal of “one new member a month”  Our council is 
doing well, so far this year; however, the Knights in the US, as many organizations (Elks, Lions, AmVets) are facing 
declining memberships.  When recruiting a new member, remind them that their “time required” is only what they 
themselves choose to donate.  Faced with many existing obligations of work and family, a new member might be reluctant
to join, because they could only volunteer an hour or two.  That should not stop them!  Invite them to join, and they
can choose the time they can volunteer.  But if they are not members, they won't be able to even make the choice!

Last Year's Helpers and Elves!
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Good of the Order
Knight of the Month
GK Bill Richards presented the 
December award to Gene Bryant, 
for his work in the hall renovations.  

Attendance Prize:
The drawing for $20 was not held, 
since Charlie Walsh has the 
numbered roster; we couldn't match
a number to a name.  Next month 
the drawing will be for $30.

RECOGNITION AWARD to Dave Thompson

Presented by GK Bill Richards, Dave Thompson was awarded a 
Recognition Plaque and a Knight Jacket, for all his work in cooking.  
Once again, Dave will be leading the team to cook Christmas Day 
meals for those in the parish who would otherwise be alone on 
Christmas Day!

Good Guys all around!

Dick Dube volunteered to replace the “tube” TV behind the council bar with a
flat screen!  Thank you, Dick!

Jose Moreno purchased a painting of our new Pope Francis for the council
chambers.  He wouldn't mention it until Ken forced him up for a photo!

FREE CHRISTMAS DINNER: Dave Thompson
If you are alone or would like companionship for your holiday
meal, please call and make a reservation-BRING YOUR FAMILY

WHEN    CHRISTMAS DAY
               WEDNESDAY DECEMBER 25, 2013
TIME:     12:00 PM - 3:00 PM

WHERE:  KNIGHTS of COLUMBUS  37 MAIN ST SALEM, NH

RSVP:    For planning purposes:   898-1217 / 571-9381.  Please leave your name, number of people, and phone number.
RIDES and / or MEAL DELIVERY AVAILABLE FOR SALEM RESIDENTS.

If YOU would like to volunteer a few hours, give Dave a call!  He can always use the help!
Sponsored by: Knights of Columbus; SS. Mary and Joseph Parish; and Salem Christmas Fund.

December KOM to Gene Bryant

“Does it have a snow hood?”

Jose with Ken Akerley and 
painting of our Pope
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Sad News:
Michael T. Gorgol, 3rd degree 
member of our council, died on 
November 21, at 55.  He is 
survived by wife Marti and two 
sons, and others including 
mother Pauline, siblings Pam, 
Linda, Stanley, and Stephen.

Michael was the son of PGK 
Stan Gorgol, His full obituary is 
at the web site for Douglas and 
Johnson; in their “archives.”

Sir Knight and CPT. James F. 
Coen, Sr. died December 6, at 
84.  Full obituary: Catuadella.  
“His son Jim has often told me 
of his father's pride in being a 
Knight.
You may recall that about a 
year ago, son Jim gave the 
Council a check for $2,500 as 
a tribute to his dad.  We chose 

to give the money to the parish food pantry, a gesture 
that pleased Jim's family.” - Larry Belair

4th Degree:  The 4th Degree Assembly 641 meets the 3rd Wednesday of the month (except summer) in the council hall.

(Hey, 4th degree dudes!  Write something for me to publish!  And a photo would be nice!  Yes. I am in 
the 4th degree, but I don't attend all events.-ed.)

Respect Life:  There is to be a K of C Day of Fasting, Rosary, Benediction for Respect Life on 
January 21 and 22, 2014.  The 24 hours of fasting includes adoration and rosary at St Marks Church  
in Londonderry. The fasting period  will end with a 7:00pm Benediction service and rosary on January 
22, 2014 and refreshments will be furnished afterward. Keep an eye on the church bulletin for any 
additional information.

Bishop Peterson Assisted Living House for the retired Priests – Bill Richards

On Tuesday afternoon, December
10, 2013,  Dick Collopy, Ron
Bourque, and myself were invited
to a dedication luncheon at the 
Bishop Peterson Assisted Living
House in Manchester in order to
dedicate their new laundry room
facilities.  Along with Fr. Gallant’s
relatives and the Diocese of

Manchester, Council 4442 provided additional funds to complete the
renovations of their laundry room facilities.  

The staff provided us with a
guided tour of the facility and participation in the dedication of the new 
facility with the presentation and mounting of a plaque in the name of 
the Bishop Peterson Council 4442.  A luncheon of seafood bisque and 
beef skewers was provided and we lunched with the seventeen retired 
Priests staying in the
facility. 

2012 Party
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“The three wisemen” of our council?

Will Gene let us put a nail in this wall?

“Hey, Fadda?  Ya wants extra 
starch in that Roman Collar?” “Lavabo vestimenti mei.”

http://www.cataudellafh.com/obituaries/James-F-Coen5052234416/#!/Obituary
http://www.douglasandjohnson.com/Obituaries.html
http://www.douglasandjohnson.com/Obituaries.html
http://www.douglasandjohnson.com/Obituaries.html
http://www.douglasandjohnson.com/Obituaries.html


Salem Christmas Parade:

On Sunday, Dec 1, the town of Salem held
its annual Christmas Parade (well, some
call it a “Holiday Parade”).  Our good ship
Santa Maria was in the parade... but we
probably needed the Ark.  It was a cold and
drizzly day.

An indecision we had was, “March in
Regalia and ruin the feathers?  March in
just social baldric?  Ride in cars and wave?
Go to the start of the parade in the
industrial park?  Wait at the council hall until the parade came to us?”  So in typical Knights 

fashion with no one and everyone in charge, we decided to do all of the above.  Our thee car convoy of amphibious 
assault vehicles met the good ship Santa Maria at our council hall, and carried our troops.  As we approached the depot, 
the troops in the vehicles decided to “put on a good show” for the parade watchers, and exited the vehicles and formed up
at the head of our contingent.  The cars continued to follow in parade formation, in case the skies would open up and our 
marchers needed to take cover.

Dave Thompson's hot soup at the end of the parade, and the companionship we shared along the march route with those 
brave souls who came out to watch, made it all worthwhile.  And at the very end, tired, wet, and cold, as we left the council
hall, Dennis asked, “Anyone know where the battery is in a Volvo?  My car won't start.”
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“Oh, Lord!  Make it stop!”
“The Cub Scouts didn't complain!”

“I don't know, what are you wearing?”
“Ken, you rockin' the boat?”

Fr. John leads us.

Hey, it's raining in my window!
Bob heads out to the route.

Dick Dube, in Hi-Def!

Take a picture of the battery for 
the scrapbook!

SOUP!  Warm dem bones!



Santa Fund – Tables and Chairs – Part 1

On Saturday, Dec 7, we met at the school garage to collect the tables and chairs needed for the toy distribution.  The 
hardest part of this task was finding where all the tables were hiding.  Some in the school garage, some in the auditorium, 
some in the council hall, some in the St Joseph family room in easy site holding up gingerbread houses, some hiding 
behind sofas in the family room.  We loaded our trucks, made our way over to the Partyrama center, unloaded the stuff, 
and called it quits for the day.  It was a quick one hour of work, with many hands helping out.

Adult Christmas Party:  held Saturday night, Dec 14, as the snows came down. 7

Okay, it's time to start!
KofC:  A chariTABLE group.

Moving 84 houses to find tables.
(Gingerbread houses)

Done!  Just add toys!

Honduran Mission Team serves!

People posing for picture..
People eating...

One of many tables...



(Mad because you didn't see your face in the tiny Christmas pictures?  The ambient lighting was good for mood, but bad 
for pictures.  Besides, I ran out of room.  Complaints?  Ask Ron for shorter notes! - ed)

Hall Rental Policy
For hall rental call George Masciarelli at 603-893-3035; during winter months, call Chanel 
Simard, 603- 898-4950.  They will match your needs with available dates and send you a rental 
agreement for your signature and deposit.  You must be a member of Council 4442 and/or 
Assembly 0641 to rent the Hall and, you must remain at the hall during the rental period.  Full 
details of fees and policies are available on the Web Site: Council Hall Rental.
George can also arrange for members to get a key to the council home.

Lecturer's Notes – Ron Bourque
Such a deal we have for you!  We’ve found an ant colony that needs salvation.  We’re looking for a volunteer to become 
an ant.  You don’t have to do it forever, just for 33 years.  You’ll still have your mental faculties, but you’ll be an ant in 
everything else.
To be honest, it’s not a good job.  You’ll have to give up steak and lobster and all the good stuff Dave Thompson makes.  
Ants like to eat the stuff we flush down the toilet.  Except for a few years as a fugitive at first, the first 30 years will be fairly
uneventful.  Then you’ll be expected to start teaching the ants and healing them.  Some will like it; others won’t.  
You’ll eventually be beaten up, scourged, crowned with thorns and crucified.  The good news is you only have to stay 
dead for 3 days.  After you raise yourself from the dead, you’ll have to hang around another 40 days, but then it’s over.  
You’re done.  Any volunteers?
I wouldn’t volunteer either.  What we celebrate at Christmas is not some guy running around in a red suit, but the belief 
that 2,000 years ago the Son of God volunteered to become one of us.  Incidentally the difference between God and us is 
much greater than the difference between us and those ants, so His was a much bigger sacrifice.  
It was such a big thing, we restarted the numbering of years with the year of His birth.  And we’ve celebrated it every year 
since.
In 1914, World War I was raging.  Trench warfare was giving a new meaning to the word misery.  It was Christmas Eve 
and the battle weary troops on both sides longed to be home.  There was a pause in the shooting, perhaps to reload.  
During the pause, someone started singing Silent Night, Holy Night.  Others joined in.  Some sang in German, “Stille 
nacht, heilige nacht.”  Others in French, “Belle nuit, santé nuit.”  And of course English, Italian, Dutch, etc.  When they 
finished, they started over again, and it spread down the line, a beautiful chorus despite the different languages.
Someone broke ranks.  He stood up in plain view, put his gun over his shoulder to show he had no intention of firing, and 
walked out into no-man’s land.  Someone did the same from the other side, and they embraced, deadly enemies in a 
Christmas embrace.  Others joined them.  Language was a problem, but somehow they understood each other.  They 
partied on this deadly battlefield.
The commanders didn’t know what to do.  This had never happened before.  Anyone who has been in a battle knows the 
longer the battle rages, the more you hate the enemy.  How could you embrace him?  He could be the guy that killed your 
best buddy this morning!
After Christmas, they had to move divisions and reform the lines.  Nobody wanted to shoot someone who knew Silent 
Night.
This is the miracle of Christmas!  If that little Baby could turn mortal enemies into friends on His birthday, do you think 
there’s any problem we have today that He can’t handle?  Why doesn’t it happen anymore?  We’re too busy with the 
shopping days till Christmas to ask Him.  We’re not as desperate as those soldiers in the trenches all praying together for 
some relief.
Please don’t let Santa steal your Christmas.  My favorite ornament is a small statue my parents had.  It was of Santa 
kneeling before the Christ Child in the manger.
Follow his example.  Spend an hour before the Child in the manger.  Tell Him your troubles.  Few things are as humbling 
as telling your troubles to a Baby.  If you don’t have any troubles, tell Him somebody else’s.  Ask for His help and see if 
Christmas doesn’t take on a whole new meaning.
And of course this Spirit will be in our hall on Christmas days as so many are fed.  It’s truly an honor to be a Knight and 
associated with you guys!
Merry Christmas, and may 2014 be your best yet! 8

Ladies waiting to eat... Where's dessert?

http://www.kofc4442.org/supportingourmembers/councilhallrental.html


Be a sponsor for this Newsletter.  Paul St.Amand, 603-898-2421; email to advertisements@kofc4442. 

        MICHAEL W. PETRILLI, Owner
                      Phone: 603-893-4784
                              Cell: 603-494-6103
        Email: nhlighthouse@yahoo.com
 

Back

8 Marblehead St.
No. Andover MA

888-55-EKeys (553-5397)
978-655-3135

Email: info@ekeys4cars.com
www.EKeys4Cars.com

WE HAVE THE TECHNOLOGY

 EMERGENCY SERVICE  

Jim
Broadhurst,
Owner

6

DIFRUSCIA
LAW OFFICES

302 Broadway/Route 28
Methuen, Mass. 01844

MA  Tel: 978-687-1777
NH  Tel: 603-898-8198

www.difruscialaw.com

adifruscia@difruscialaw.com

Goundrey & Dewhirst
Cremation and Funeral Care 

42 Main Street
Salem, New Hampshire 03079

Rick Dewhirst   Al Abdallah  Sarah Stopyra

www.goundreydewhirstfuneral.com
Phone: (603) 898-2181

Email : info@dewhirstfuneral.com

Reliable Janitorial
Cleaning Services, Inc.

Jose Moreno, Owner

Cell: (781) 324-0910
FAX: (603) 898-4484

email: jmrjcs@comcast.net
Home & Office Services

Give us a call!  No Job Too Small!

 TV, Inc.

TV and APPLIANCE

SALES and SERVICE

Tel. 978 683-9000

276 Broadway, Rte. 28

Methuen, MA, 01844

Dick Dube  &  Rick Dube

Advertise Here!
One year, twelve issues.

Print and Electronic Editions.
Only $75.00 for both.

Email Advertisements@kofc4442.org   
or Call 603 898-2421

JOSEPH NASSAR
President

354 North Broadway
Salem, NH 03079
www.nassarlandscaping.com

Office (603) 893-5021
Nextel (603) 396-3333
Fax (603) 894-9764
Email:  joe@nassarlandscaping.com

Prototype Printed Circuitry

Joseph E. Nasser Jr.,
President

37 Manchester St.
Lawrence, MA 01841

Tel. 978 682-5800
www.multilab.com

Douglas & Johnson
Funeral Home

& Cremation Services

214 Main St.    Salem NH 
603 898-8848

Susan J. Hopkins Robert S. Carrier
J. Tyler Douglas James L. Johnson

(1959-2008)
www.douglasandjohnson.com

Gene Bryant   
Independent Travel Agent   

gene@cruisetraveloutlet.com    

603-894-7245 x212
Cell: 603-475-9103

39 Main Street
Salem, NH 03079
www.cruisetraveloutlet.com

http://www.cruisetraveloutlet.com/
mailto:gene@cruisetraveloutlet.com?subject=KofC%20New%20Link
http://www.douglasandjohnson.com/
http://www.multilab.com/
mailto:joe@nassarlandscaping.com
http://www.nassarlandscaping.com/
mailto:Advertisements@kofc4442.org
mailto:jmrjcs@comcast.net
http://www.EKeys4Cars.com/
mailto:info@ekeys4cars.com?subject=Info%20Request%20(from%20KofC%20Newsletter)
mailto:info@dewhirstfuneral.com?subject=Request%20for%20information
http://www.goundreydewhirstfuneral.com/
mailto:adifruscia@difruscialaw.com
http://www.difruscialaw.com/
mailto:advertisements@kofc4442


                                                                                                        
Bishop Peterson Council #4442
Fourth Degree Assembly #0641
Columbian Squires Circle #4735
37 Main Street
Salem, NH 03079
www.KofC4442.org

_ _ _ _ _


