
From the desk of the Grand Knight:
My Brother Knights,

This week is Holy Week.   I encourage you all to attend the services this
week in our Parish.   Commemorate our Lord's Passion by attending 
the Tri-Duum (three days) of Holy Thursday and the Last Supper, Good 
Friday and the Crucifixion, and Easter, our Lord's Resurrection.  

To all, a Blessed Easter.  Christ is Risen! 
Bill Richards, GK

Who is Fr. John, our Chaplain?
(We all know Fr. John, our Chaplain and also 
our Pastor at SS. Mary and Joseph Parish.  He
attends our monthly council meetings 
“religiously,” he works “in the vineyard” with us 
in our events, helping set up tents and move 
tables, marching as a proud 4th degree member
of the order in our parades, giving us spiritual 
guidance at our meetings.  Serving at our 
Officer Installations and Memorial Services.  

We have learned that he has a large family from Connecticut, enjoys 
walking and hiking, and will cook up a dish of Polish sausages and 
cabbage for parish pot-luck suppers.  But, how did he become a 
priest?  The following is from the New England Jesuit Web Site.  In his 
own words... -ed)  

“Though I grew up in a Church-going family, I never wanted to become 
a priest.  In fact, when one of our parish priests asked me if I wanted to 
be an altar boy, I turned him down and said that I was too busy. 
Besides, in a large parish with four morning Masses, who wanted to get
up for a 6:30 AM Mass?  I respected God, but there were limits.  On the
other hand, I was a member of the Sodality of Our Lady at St. Thomas 
Aquinas High School and a member of the Christian Life Community at 
College of the Holy Cross.  I was growing in my understanding of faith 
and growing in my prayer life.  I knew that the love of God and the love 
of neighbor were linked.  While at Holy Cross, a group of us would visit 
Providence House, an old age home, where we would sing and dance 
with the ladies on Friday nights.  Later, we would join those who went to
Worcester State Hospital and go to someone's apartment for the rest of 
the evening.  It was a good time.

Fr. Joe LaBran, S.J., one of the chaplains at Holy Cross, ran two 5-day 
Ignatian retreats each school year.  During my junior year, I made one 
and it began my personal journey with the Lord.  The presentation was 
on the crucifixion and on what Jesus had done for us.  The talk ended 
with three questions: "What have I done for Christ?  What am I doing for
Christ?  What will I do for Christ?" (continued on Page 9) 
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Council Meeting Notes from Apr 9
UNOFFICIAL from the scratch pad of the editor...

GK Bill Richards called the meeting to order at 7:30PM; 34 members 
attending.  We adjourned at 9:24PM.  Jim Broadhurst read and took the 
minutes, which were accepted.

CHAPLAIN'S MESSAGE: Fr. John
  No message tonight.  Fr. John was teaching a class.

Bills and Communications: GK Bill Richards
Bill thanked the folks who turned out for his “shed request.”  See story below.  
Also, the Fatima statue is coming to our parish this summer.  We will post an 
honor guard.  We also received a generous gift from the family of a former 
member; see below.

COMMITTEE REPORTS:
Treasurer and Financial Reports read and accepted:
Bob Fournier and Charlie Walsh gave their reports, which were accepted.

Charlie reported that there remains 21 members who have not renewed their 
membership.  “Letters of Suspension” are being sent.  Those members will 
have 60 days before they are dropped from the roles.

Troop Support:  Paul St.Amand
The contacts that I send packages to, usually in Afghanistan, are showing end 
of deployment dates in the fall and winter.  Most units will be “shutting down” 
and coming home.  I suggest that in 2015, our council turn its attention from 
sending packages of treats to supporting troops here in the US, through 
programs such as Wounded Warrior, Fisher House, or local veteran programs 
in NH.

Newsletter: - Paul St.Amand  (repeated from last month)
A feature has been added.  We have an “Event Calendar.”  I encourage all of 
you to look into the calendar and view the upcoming events for the next 
several months.  And if you are the chairman of an event, please enter your 
calendar information through the web site.  On the web site's calendar are all 
the dates for the Blood Drive, the Texas Hold-em, Relay, Tootsie Roll, 
Retreats, Deceased Members Mass, etc..  (Of course, if you do look up 
information in advance, you won't need to stand up at the meeting and ask, 
“What day is the scholarship picnic in July?”  or “When is the Fisher Cats” 
game?”  “What day of the week does Easter fall on this year?”  That might 
shorten our meetings, and we can't have that! - ed)

Bingo Report, March 2014: Paul Simard
Attendance remains steady at bingo.  Wednesday is slightly behind the 
average of the other nights.  If we could increase the average attendance by 
50 players each night we would find ourselves at a comfortable position.  
Please remind your family and friends to come play bingo Wednesday or 
Friday at Kiwanis Hall, 14 Melendy Road, Hudson, NH Tel 603-889-3486 
doors open at 4:00 and the games starts at 6:45.  On a weekly average per 
night the total Bingo prize pool is over $5,000 and last month we had a ticket 
bonus that paid $12,500.  This can be a fun night out with a chance to win 
some money with the minimum single payout for a game is $200.
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Quickie CALENDAR
(details in newsletter

(And our web site calendar!)

Meeting Photo

1st Degree
Saturday, April 26, 9:00AM carpool

(Bill Richards)

KofC State Convention
May 2, 3, 4

Blood Drive
May 15, 1:00Pm – 7:00PM

(Ken Akerley)

Camp Fatima Work Day
Saturday, May 17, 8:00AM

(State)

Deceased Members Memorial Mass
Sunday, May 18, 8:45AM

St. Joseph Church
(Dick Collopy)

State Retreat
June 6, 7, 8.  $75.00
(State; Fr. Smalley)

Tootsie Roll Drive
June 6, 7, 8

(Gene Bryant)

Fischer Cats Baseball
Thursday, July 17, 7:00PM

Manchester, NH
(Alan Phair)

Family Day Picnic
July 27, 1:00PM

(Joe Stafford)

http://www.kofc4442.org/eventcalendar/addeventform.html
http://www.kofc4442.org/eventcalendar.html


Membership: Bill Richards
There is another 1st degree exemplification on April 26, 2014 at St Thomas Aquinas Church in Derry.  There ceremony is 
to start at 10:00am. The car pool will be departing the council hall by 9:00am and any and all spectators are welcome to 
attend.  We have one candidate, William Lubeski who will be achieving his 1st degree.

I also encourage all members to “get out there and recruit new members!”  We are just six new members shy of meeting 
our yearly quota, which is the biggest hurdle to qualify for the “Star Council.”  We are SO CLOSE!!!  You can do it!

On Saturday, March 29, 2014,
Founders Day, Council 3023
of Derry, NH held a 1st
Degree Exemplification in
which 6 new strangers
advanced to the 1st degree.
Council 4442 from Salem, NH
had one new stranger
advance to the 1st degree,
Christopher Robles.  Attending
the ceremony were 9
spectators including Bill
Richards who was Chris
Roble’s sponsor.  The degree
team from Derry captained by
Buddy Provencal performed admirably and the ceremony 

ended at 10:45am with a service of coffee and assorted donuts. I  also have to commend Pat McCellan who filled in as 
Grand Knight and performed flawlessly.

More Troop Support:  Paul St.Amand
The council received a nice email from
“SSG Richard Kaplan.”  He thanked us for
our Tootsie Rolls and for our letter to him
and his folks, and he also thanks all our
Council members who have served before
him.  SSG Rich's team is the “Joint
Improvised Explosive Device Defeat
Organization” and yes, it is as dangerous
as it sounds!    His team is made up of
contractors and military members who

specialize is attacking the terror network that threatens the war fighter.  They
are based out of Washington, DC, and deploy for six to ten months at a time.
He included a few photos in his email.
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Chris V. Robles

Bill presents the 1st Degree Certificate

Who wants to lead the convoy?
A “Mine Roller”

“Thor”
(I think the antenna 

are to jam cell phone 
detonators of IEDs. - 

Ed guess)

Finding a mine.



Pro-Life Report: Dennis Groulx
Dennis reported on his trip with Pete Klecan to the March 30 Pro-Life Seminar at the Manchester St. Joseph Cathedral, 
organized by Ron Distasio.  This was the last “Pro-Life” function until the fall.

While Dennis was up at the podium, he also announced the “Play Among The Stars” Spring Show which will be at the 
Salem High School, 7:00PM, April 25, one night only!  Dennis's daughter will be a soloist! 

Texas Hold-Em: Larry Belair
Larry reported that for the first three events of the year, we have given the council $14,200.  This is on track for the year's 
estimate.

The number of “Sit and Go” table games for which our council directly sells tickets has fallen dramatically.  The players 
seem to be favoring the “cash” tables as well as board games like 21 or roulette.  At the last event, we did not “sell” a 
single game; however, our charity does get a percent of the overall night's receipts, which was $3,000!  Until the activity at
our tables picks up, we will be cutting back on the staffing from three people per shift to just two.  So, if you are going to 
work in an upcoming event, you might want to bring along a book.  It might be slow.  But remember, that our charity does 
“sponsor” and makes possible the entire operation for that night.  So it might be a big return for simple “work.”

And I thank all the team members who volunteer their time for this effort.

Scout Report: - Don Gagne

The scouts express their gratitude for the support of our council.  Don will have more info later.

Blood Drive: Ken Akerley

The next blood drive is May 15, 1:00PM-7:00PM.  The goal is 72 pints.

Relay for Life: Michael Banks
We have a new, new member for our K of C Relay team leaders, Mike
Banks.  Mike is a new member of our council, and will work with Jose
Moreno and Dave Thompson.

(You might remember Mike from our last newsletter.  He joined our
council and made all 3 degrees in one month, before his first council
meeting!  And now he has volunteered to work Relay.  THAT'S

GETTING INVOLVED!  Thank you, Mike.  - ed)

Mike reminded us of the 1st Relay Breakfast, (which was held on April 13, four days after our meeting.)  Other planned 
breakfasts are on Sundays, May 11 and June 1.  Relay itself will be held on Saturday, June, 21.  You can donate and sign 
up for Relay at the web site.

Hall Rental Policy
For hall rental call George Masciarelli at 603-893-3035; during winter months, call Chanel 
Simard, 603- 898-4950.  They will match your needs with available dates and send you a rental 
agreement for your signature and deposit.  You must be a member of Council 4442 and/or 
Assembly 0641 to rent the Hall and, you must remain at the hall during the rental period.  Full 
details of fees and policies are available on the Web Site: Council Hall Rental.
George can also arrange for members to get a key to the council home. 4

Mike Banks 

http://www.kofc4442.org/supportingourmembers/councilhallrental.html
http://main.acsevents.org/site/TR?pg=entry&fr_id=59679
http://www.playamongthestars.com/events/
http://www.nhknights.org/documents/AnnualPro-LifeSeminarFlyer.pdf


Scholarship Committee Meeting:  - Joe Stafford / Alan Phair

The scholarship committee The following Committee Members/Guests met on Thursday, April 3, 2014, to discuss agenda 
items for the 2014 Scholarship season:

Grand Knight Bill Richards
PGK Alan Phair
PGK & Trustee Don Simmons
PAP Chairman Mike Petrilli
Chairman Joe Stafford
Guests:  Charlie Walsh

Received other inputs from members via phone calls and e-mails.  

Decisions to be recommended to the council included:
• The membership of the Scholarship Committee was formally defined as:  The current Grand Knight, Three 

Trustees, Three Past Grand Knights, and the Chairman.  When active, the Knight-in-Charge of the Squires and 
the PAP Chairman will also make up the committee.  (The Chairman serves at the discretion of the Grand Knight.)

• Returned scholarships will be added to the following year's scholarship awards.
• Keep 12 College Scholarships at $500.00 a piece.  (This year of 2014, we add one more Scholarship, for a total of

13, from the funds received when one scholarship was returned from the 2013 awards.)
• The committee decided not to allow Grandchildren to be eligible for the PAP funding award.  
• The Parochial Assistance Awards will be based on the number of applicants received.  Each Award will not 

exceed $200.00 per applicant and $500.00 per Family.  The PAP Funding is subject to change based on the 
Council's financial standings from year to year.

• The bylaws will be put onto the web site shortly.  Also, the applications for the Scholarship and PAP will be 
modified to include all the decisions agreed upon, and then made available on the web site.

(Alan Phair presented the findings to the council, and the council approved the recommendations.  - ed)

Good of the Order
Summer Baseball!  Alan Phair

Come join your brother Knights as we watch the NH Fisher Cats,
AA affiliate of the Toronto Blue Jays, take on the Portland Sea
Dogs,  the AA affiliate of the Boston Red Sox.  Tickets cost $10
each and are available on a first come basis so please contact us
as quickly as possible to reserve your seats.  Call Alan Phair at
603-489-1507 email  APhair@aol.com.  

This promises to be a fun evening.  We were able to get the same block of seats along the first base line.   Once again, 
there will be a fireworks show immediately following the game for those who wish to stay and enjoy them.  Those of you 
who went last year never got to really see how great they are do to the heavy fog but usually they are worth seeing and 
start immediately after the game.  There are all types of events going on between innings for the kids so bring your 
children or grandchildren and enjoy the fun evening together.  This is a far cheaper night out than going to see the Sox in 
Fenway and chances are you will be seeing a future Red Sox star in the making.

This year we have invited the retired Priests from the Bishop Peterson home in Manchester to attend the game as our 
guests.  They don’t get a chance to get out much so this should be a treat for them also.

Tickets usually go fast ……. we sold out again last year so please let me know how many tickets you would like even if 
you are going to pay me later.   By the way, as you know I try my best to make sure seats are set up on a first come basis 
so the sooner you do it, the closer to the field you will be.  
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Tootsie Roll:  Gene Bryant
The Tootsie Roll campaign is ramping up.  The date has been moved from April to new
dates in June 6, 7, and 8.  (See council calendar on the web! - ed)  The new dates 
were chosen to reduce competition after consultation with the Salem town office, 

which is in charge of assigning permits to all groups collecting in Salem.  (Although some groups never bother with the 
town process and just “show up” at a store front.  We cannot control their actions.)

And a special “Thank you” to Mike Petrilli, who volunteered to the council the use of his business's bill and coin counter for
the weekend.

Time Check:  (The meeting time was now just 8:10PM.  Lots of business already done!  Looks like we 
will get out of tonight's meeting in short order!  Yippee! - ed.)

Old Business:  No old business.  (Yippee!  More time saved!  - ed)

New Business:  

“Ah, Worthy Grand Knight?  What about the tabled defibrillator motion?  We should discuss it.”  (The corporation voted 7 
to 7 and thus had no decision on the motion, so it was still tabled.)  Since the corporation couldn't make a 
recommendation in their meeting, some felt it would be good for us to bring the motion off the table and work the issue 
with all 33 council members in attendance.  And thus began a thirty minute debate about taking the motion off the table, 
which it was voted upon to do so by a vote of 20 yea and 13 nay, and then more discussion and debate as to the pros and
cons of buying the defibrillator and liabilities there to.  (Rather than repeat the statements and testimonies and opinions 
and harangues and diatribes, I will sum up with the suggestion of Brother Larry Belair. - ed)

Brother Larry brought sanity to our debate with a simple statement:  “It's all well and good to want to buy it, but it will be 
merely a wall decoration unless we have members willing to use it, and we won't know that until we have someone willing 
to be a chairman to organize a committee to study the issue, preparing a policy for us to follow, give training, and see to 
the purchase and implementation.”  

Dave Wilson, new member of our council, stepped up to be the chairman.  We then voted to re-table the purchase until his
committee came up with the recommendation and policy.  Sanity was restored and we continued on.  (But there goes the 
time saved! - ed)

We approved the following as new business:
• $100 for five dinners at the State Convention for our seminarians.
• $200 for Council 5131, in Florida, for the St. John Vianney Parish fund to purchase two statues.
• A notice of motion for up to $1,000 to support the 2015 Vietnam Memorial “Traveling Wall” display; our funds 

would help the Salem veterans group (s).  proposed by Gene Bryant.
• A notice of motion to distribute $1,500 as $200 for a memorial stone for James Coen, Sr., $200 for mercy meal 

support of the Parish Consolers, and $1,100 for the Parish food pantry.  The initial $1,500 was donated by the 
family of James Coen, Sr. in his memory, and with the intent to help the Parish.  See past newsletter issues on 
September, 2012 (page 3) and December, 2013 (page 5) for more info on James Coen.

District Deputy Report – Dick Collopy
Dick described upcoming events and invited our participation: (details on the State Website.)

• State Convention, May 2,3, and 4.
•  Camp Fatima work day, May 17.

He also suggested that we submit an Ad for the Convention Program.  (We do this each year with the 4 th degree.)
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April “Knight of the Month” to Dave Thompson. March “Knight of the Month” to Jim Broadhurst.  
(Jim was not present last month.)

Attendance Prize for $10.  

This month's winner would have been Robert C. Donald.

Officers for 2014-2015:  Larry Belair
Larry will again chair the “nominating” committee for drafting a slate of 
officers for the coming year.  He invites all members to submit their 
name to him (or members of the committee) for consideration.  The 
current office holders for GK, DGK, and Chancellor have all said they 
would serve another year in their current positions; but all offices are up
for election.

Also, members may self-nominate from the floor at the election.  (The 
election will be held at the June meeting. -ed)

New meeting date and time??
Reports from the Knights at the Wednesday bingo session request a 
move of our Wednesday council meetings to either Tuesday or 
Thursday, so they could attend.  This will be discussed at a later 
meeting.  

4th Degree:  

The 4th Degree Assembly 641 
meets the 3rd Wednesday of the
month (except summer) in the 
council hall.

Below is all the information 
submitted to me for this issue of

the newsletter from the 4th degree.

Deceased Members Memorial Mass:  
The annual mass will be held this year at St. Joseph Church
at the 8:45AM Sunday Mass on May 18.  After the Mass, we
gather at the Pine Grove Cemetery for a short service.  
Then we usually return to the council hall for refreshments.  
All members are asked to attend.  Those of the 4th Degree 
are asked to attend in social baldric, not Regalia.

No photoshop needed this month.

Bill looks like he's reconsidering!

2013 Service
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A word about Insurance Benefits from the Order

Matt DiCalogero gave a talk about some new features of our Order's Insurance Program.

(I invite each of you to sit with Matt and discuss your concerns and issues.  The following is what I gathered at the 
meeting.  But see Matt to make sure I didn't misquote him.  -ed)

The KofC insurance program has been rated as only one of two insurance programs as “Most Ethical Corporation in the 
World.”

There are two new riders, offered free, that allow a member to draw benefits from personal life policies to deal with “end of
life” care and expenses.  This allows a member to take advantage of the future benefits to meet the high costs of medical 
care during the last days, as in a nursing home or during hospice care.

The cost of Long Term Care plans is now “on sale.”  The KofC has not increased their policy rates in the last several 
years, but the costs will be going up in 2015.  You can still take advantage of 2014 existing rates.

Insurance Agent: Matthew DiCalogero
Field Agent 
8 Stiles Road, Salem, NH 
Cell: 508 733 1754;  Office: 603 458 6408
Email: Matthew.DiCalogero@kofc.org 

The Scrapbook:

Dennis Groulx brought in the Scrapbook he has prepared for this year. 
Dennis does this each year.  It is a monumental effort!

Did you Notice?
Were you wondering about that “Meeting” photo at the top left of page 
2?  Yes, that is a painting of the signing of the Declaration of 
Independence, and not of our membership.  Although after tonight's 
meeting, it seemed like we spent just as much time...

The Big Shed Move:
GK Bill Richards sent out an email
alert, asking for members to show up
on Saturday, March 29, to replace
the plastic shed onto its plastic crate
foundation.  The shed had been
blown off by the recent high wind
storm.  

In typical Knights fashion, when the
majority of folks showed up at the
requested time of 9:30AM, the job
had already been done by two or
three members.

This qualifies as 20 service minutes. 
Can you identify all the members
here?  Bob Gatta was present, but
not in this photo. 8
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Who is Fr. John, our Chaplain?  (continued from page 1)

I stayed behind in the chapel and began to make the Stations of the 
Cross.  As I prayed through the Stations, I began to sense more and 
more that Jesus was saying to me, "I did this for you.  What will you do
for me?"  I felt that I was wrestling with the Lord.  I finished the 
Stations, knelt down and said to Jesus, "I will do anything that you 
want."  And then I said, what seemed to be the hardest, craziest thing, 
"I will even become a Jesuit if you want me to!"  All at once, I felt a 
great sense of relief and began to weep.  It was something that I had 
never done in prayer before, but I felt a deep sense of peace and of 
God's love.

God didn't take me up on my offer.  I completed my A.B. at Holy Cross 
and began looking around for graduate schools in philosophy.  I was 
accepted with a fellowship to Northwestern University.  I got the 
fellowship changed to an assistantship since teaching would get me a 
military deferment.  It was during the Vietnam War and since I couldn't 
decide if it were a just war or not, I decided to seek a deferment.  In 
May, General Hersey, the head of the draft boards, changed the rules 
so that part-time teaching was no longer deferable.  I declined the 
assistantship and sent out a letter to every Catholic high school in 
Chicago seeking a position as a full-time religion teacher.  I chose a 
position nearest to Northwestern in Evanston, IL.

For a couple of years, I taught and did part-time graduate work in 
philosophy.  I became involved with a prayer group first on the far north
side of Chicago and then on the near north side.  In my spare time, I 
volunteered with an older elementary to younger elementary tutoring 
program in an Hispanic neighborhood and was active in my parish.  
Three things happened.  First, I began to realize that although I could 
talk to my students about the sacraments, I could not bring them in a 
meaningful way to them.  Secondly, I took on a role of leadership in the 
prayer community and realized that I was giving spiritual advice to 
people and was not sure that I knew what I was doing.  Thirdly, I began
to live less in my head. As an undergraduate math major who became 
a philosophy major, I was good at abstraction and less good at the 
particular.  My students, my ministry in the prayer group, and a friend's 
emotional crisis, all helped me to grow as a human being.  I left 
Northwestern and began a part-time master's in theology at DePaul 
University.

I enjoyed people and I enjoyed God.  Prayer, with the prayer group, at 
liturgy or alone, was a delight.  I had a deep sense of community in the 
prayer group, in the school, and in the parish.  Slowly, I began to think 
of the priesthood and the Jesuits.  But I put off writing to one of my 
former Jesuit professors at Holy Cross.  I wanted to ask him how he felt
about being a Jesuit and a priest.  Then one evening after a prayer 
group leadership team meeting, I got a call from Jim at whose 
apartment the meeting had been.  His brother, who was studying for 
the Methodist ministry and was visiting Jim, told him that every time he 
had looked at me that evening, some words had come to him, but he 
didn't know what to do with them.  He was not part of the charismatic 
renewal and such a thing had never happened to him before.  The 
words were, "You know what you should do. Why don't you do it?"  Jim 
was calling to let me know what his brother had said, and figured I 
might know what to do with these words.
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That night I wrote to my Jesuit friend.  He wrote back, "I wondered why 
you were farting around in Chicago for so long." He then went on to 
talk about his vocation, and about how the priesthood was the greatest 
blessing that God had given him.  I decided to apply to the Society.  My
decision meant breaking up with my girlfriend.  We had been dating for 
nearly two years, but it was clear that religiously we were going in two 
different directions.  I still remember driving in her Volkswagen on the 
Dan Ryan Expressway in Chicago and crying as we decided to go our 
separate ways.

I was accepted into the Society, but as the school year was ending, I 
realized that I was growing increasingly sad.  During a day-long retreat 
with the prayer group, I asked people to pray with me.  As they prayed, 
I came to realize that I was undergoing a grief-reaction.  I was leaving 
the friends that I had made, a world that I knew, and a job that I had 
been successful at.  I would be entering a new world - the Jesuits of 
the New England Province.  Did I really trust that God would be there? 
I asked forgiveness for my lack of faith, and a Jesuit who was part of 
the group gave me absolution.  I was at peace, and though I had many
good-byes to say, I began to look forward to my entrance into the 
novitiate.

Since then I have come to experience the fact that wherever I am and 
whatever I do as a Jesuit God is there already, preparing the way for 
me, helping me to grow, and calling me forward so that I might know 
him and his people more intimately.  Little by little, I have come to 
laugh with God at my foibles and to delight in the God who reveals 
Himself in so many ways.  As we used to say in theology, "God is a 
good time."  You can stake your life on it, I have.”   Fr. John.

Happy and Holy Easter to all – ed
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